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Tlii ADVERTISEMENT. 

tianSf the ancient Persiansi and the Macedonia' 
ans, either successively held the sceptre of em- 
pire, or were distinguished from the other na- 
tions of the earthi by the splendors of con- 
quest, or the re6iiements of civilization. Some- 
times, like counter-currents in the ocean, two- 
or more nations have been engaged in confliA 
for superiority ; sometimes one nas carried all 
before it, and stood unrivalled and alone : die' 
tide of empire, indeed, has ebbed and flowtd 
with trregular force, occasiomlty overwhdflOh 
ing whole regions, while it hat deserted others^ 
but the preceidingwave of powcTi however for- 
midable, has alwa^ been swallowed up by a 
succeeding one suU graiter^ and a fcvt ves- 
tiges of ancient nations, which time has not 
been able to efiaoe, atone convey to the evi- 
dence of our tensesi a confirmation of what the 
pen of history has handed down to us con- 
cerning tkeir mmnes. 

Greece and Rome, with all their glory in 
arts and in arms, could not withstand the com- 
bined effeAs of years and natural causes ; and 
posterity will mnqoestionably have occasion to 
make similar remarks, in regard to kingdoms 
and states which are now flourishing in lull 
vigour, and challenging the admiration of the 
workL 

Of all the people of antiquity, perhaps the 

Jews preservf^eir original langns^e and im^ 

tftdans in tb^ greatest purity^ though they have 

Jong ceased to havc^ a loQiL\ttfe\VJ!6wa\ «A 




ADVERTISEMENT- 



THE conclusion of the first general divi- 
sion of tills work, naturally invites a 
pause, and a review of what has been accom- 
plished* In tracing the progress and the <.le- 
clinc of so many nations, and once powerhil 
empires, that now exist only in the page of 
history) it Is impossible not to indulge in a va- 
riety of rc0ections| et^ually interesting to the 
moraList, the philosopher and the palitii-lan* 
Like the fate of ijiJividualsj somo ut the ua- 
tiLins that have filk*u under aoticcj have h.ut 
a short, some a nioderare, ^nJ some a prtj- 
tracftcd existence. Their fortunes too have 
been as diftlrcnt as their duration : a few have 
filled the world with the fauie of their exploits, 
others have walked in a middle path, or acu^l 
A subordinate part, while a vast proportion are 
remembered by little more tharx their names. 
All, however, whether long or short their des- 
tiny, whether brilliant or ignoble their eareer, 
have at last been resolved into their orr^in.d 
priociples, or absorbed in the general mass of 
being, under new titles, distinctions, and mo-i 
difjcations. 



1^^" ADVERTISEMENT. tjl 

heir unerring recorda, wc liave derived 

3st valuable information respefting ton- 
s and contemporary nations ^ yct^ in ad* 
to whatever h;is been left ua, both by 

and profane historians^ whose works 
3€en accessible to our predecessors, we 
endeavoured to obtain new lights from 
jres of Oriental and Egyptian literature, 
modem diligence and reaearch have hap- 
evcloped* It should be observed, how- 
that the Hindoosj not only reniaining an 
ccd nation, but also retaining most of 
pristine usages, and tJiough frf^qucntly 
^te^i still occupying the country thsit hrst 
eed tlien), it was judged expedient to 
I conncfted history of Indict ft^ax the 
^t existing records to tliO present timc- 
intelligent reader, indeed, will perceive, 
)n a variety of occasions we have already 
ecourse to its literary monuments, but 

will be more particularly unfolded in 
of the subsequent volumes. 
le lines between Ancient and Modern 
iry, like those which separate the diffe- 
:lasses of animated and vegetable nature, 
>ften undefined and obscure j but pro- 
[ no portion of our design is neglected, 
tters little under what head it is placed. 
it may not be amiss to remark, that wc 
carried on the history of every distinct 
n till its power and its name were merged 
lOther, or till some extraordinary revolu- 
tion 
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X ADVERTISEMENT, 

tion took place, which altered its original coo- 
stttution, and obliterated its native character; 
For instance, the histories of Greece, of Cai^ 
thage, and of Egypt, are detailed till they be- 
came provinces to all-conquering Rome ; and, 
on the other hand, the Roman affairs ait 
continued not 4>nly to the temdnation of the | 
Western Empire which forms a freqaent 
but imperfect conclusion, but tor the extincdoO 
of the Eastern Empire by the Turks. 

The Christian sera, indeed, which chronob* 
gers generally use as the boundary betwca 
ancient and modem times, can never be adopt- 
ed by the historian without manliest confiisiOD; 
It is always requisite to come to some precise 
and wdUcparkied epoch in the lustory of each 
particular natkm, that the mind may repose tm 
it with satisfnction, and the judgment review 
it with distinctness. This we ioiention rather 
to explain what we consider to be our Itgsi^ 
mate province, than to obviate apparent ob- 
jections. 

Hitherto our success has been most flatfeer* 
ing ; but instead of presuming on public b* 
vour for what we have already performed, we 
feel ourselves only stimulated to new exertions, 
that we may confirm the partiality we have 
gained. New prospects open to our view, and 
new facilities of execution present themselves, 
as we approach the period of authentic narra- 
tion. The mists which obscure transactions 
long past, and the fabulous traditions in which 

they 



JIB7ERTISEMENT, 

fivohred* will perplex our path no 
r onLj in a smaller degree; and though 

al for prejudice to warp the native his- 
ts general reviewers and recorders of 
iSairs, we hope to steer free from Its 
influence. In order to accomplish this 
e efiectuallyj we mean to postpone the 
I of France and Great Britain to a dis- 
rt of our work. Recent events, in 
tien are either ageats or sufferers, nrc 
dazzle and confound ; but when time 
ited the edge of fetii ng, and the judg- 
s correctctfthe illusions of the brain, 
errors of the heart) it is less difhcult 
: and write with impartiality^ and to 
pubHc ready to listen to the decisions 
Farther, we do not feel it necces- 
)ledge ourselves to any specific arrange- 
xcept that our concluding volume is 
i to be wholly devoted to various chro- 
1 and biographical tables, essentially 
; for the illustration of the subject of 
ertaking, and to the construction of a 
and luminous index. 




THE ARABS 



"E yrt* now entering upon a new and more 

mU'rtJjiiinL' purlod of ubt^iryp in which the 
aijie c t of 1 1 R' II ni V t' r sc t % ch a n^fd p ' I Ir* ;i sp i r i n g 
f;cnius<^fthL' Ar;*l>inn Pinpht^t grsisjxnl at imiver* 
lull empirt' : :vihI tht* stunilnrLl of this t^nthu^ia^lie 
cuuiTucrur, and tht? bunnt-TSi of hi*i hUcif ssors, the 
Ar*ib», hecunic puvvcffuli and extended ihcir cio- 
minioii in Aim, Africit, and ev<ni Into Europe* 

IL THE LIFK OF MOHAMMKH* 

Tht fliiirjclL'r 4if na piTsniij t t'h'tir.HOil rn liis- 
tory, has boon contemplated in ni(ne diflVicnt 
hj;hts than that of Mi^haniniod, the loi^islalor i.f 
the Arabs. Uy some writers he has been repK*- 
.veiUed as an ignorant iniposlor, and a man (I 
llic most dissohite morals. Otiiers have noi 
vcrupled to pronounce hini one ol tlie most emi- 
nent IcgislaliM's that ever aj-^pearetl in llie woiKI. 
Willie, however, we atlmit ihat Mohammed li.u! 
jaeat t.iienls, we nuist arknn\\lcd^';e, llial, ;i'. iu 
til other men, a mixture ol rood and bad (piali- 
ties was conspicuous in liis cnaracier. 

Accoiding to eastern writers, Mohammed Je- 
vcended in a direct line from lshmael,tlu> sou oi 
Abraham, but by more mcnlern historians ihis 
tact has been doubleil : if, however, the li' ! 
Steps vi the pedij[^ree be obscure, il iji ceilain, br 
Vol.. X. ii could 



2 THE LIFE OF MOHAMMED. 

could refer to many generations of pure and 

fenuine nobility. He sprung from tlie tribe of 
Loreish, and the family of Hasheni, the most 
illustrious of the Arabs, the princes of Meccay 
and the hereditary guardians of the Caaba. 
The grandfather of Mohammed was Abdol Mo- 
talleb, the son of Hashem, a wealthy and gene- 
rous citizen, who relieved the distresses of famine, 
with the supplies of commerce. Mecca, which 
had been fed by the liberality of the father, was 
saved by the courage of the son. The kingdom 
of Yemen was subject to the christian princes of 
Abyssinia ; their vassal Abrahah was provoked 
by an insult, to avenge the honour of the cross, 
and the holy city was invested by a train of ele- 
phants and an army of Africans.. A treaty was 
proposed ; and in the iirst audience the grand- 
father of Mohammed demanded the resutution 
of his cattle. " And v/hy," said Abrahah, " do 
you not rather implore my clemency in favour 
of your temple, which I have threatened to de- * 
stroy?" " Because," replied the hero, " the catde 
is my own, tlie Caaba belongs to the gods, and 
they will defend their house from injury :md s:»-. 
crilege." The Abyssinians were compelled to 
make a disgraceful retreat, and the deliverance 
of Mecca was long commemorated by the aera 
of the elephant. The glory of Abdol Motalleb 
was crowned with domestic happiness, and he 
became the father of six daughters and thirteen 
sons. His best beloved son Abdallah, the most 
beautiful of the Ai abian youth, married Amina; 
A T^ from these sprung Mohammed, who was 
^^Q * bom at Mecca, two months after tl» de- 
^ feat of the Abyssinians. In his early 
Infancy he was deprived of his father, mothety 
7 and 



THE LTFB OF MOHftMKFD* J 

i.nd father I his uncles were strong and 
us, and ia tlie dimW of the mheritance 
lan's share Wiis reda^ied to five camels, 

Etliiopian maid-servant* Abu TaleU, 
t respectable of hU uncles, was tlie gnide 
ardiim of his youth ; in hi;^ twenty -fifth 
married Cadijiih, it rich and noble wU 

Mecca. By this alhance tlie son <jf Ab- 
vas reatOieLi to tJie station of his ances-* 
id in the fortieth ye;tr of hiij iige, lie 
1 tlie title of a prophet, and proclaiined 
fjion of ihfi Karan* 

.mined was distinguished fox the beauty 
>ers<5n : before he spoke, the orator, hy 
00ttl accomplishnieiits, engaged on his 
! aifectiott* of his audience, Tlief ap- 

JttS commanding' presenGef liis majestic 
ih pi^rctng eye, his gracious smile, his 

Wardt hi 9 cciuTiiteiiancet that pamied 
tiAHiion of his soul, and hta gestures that 
I each expicAsion of the tongue. In the 

offices of life, he scrupulously adhced 
rrave and ceremonious politeness of his 
; his attention to the rich was dignified 
Dndescension to the poorest citizens of 

tlie frankness of liis manner concealed 
ice of Ills views ; and the liabits of cour- 
re imputed to pcrsr.nal friendship, or 
I benevolence. Mis i^icniory was rcten- 
. wit easy, his Imagination sublime, his 
It clear and decisive. I io pcsscssed the 
both of tluaii^ht and action ; and the first 
Icli he entertained ( f liis divine mission 
e stani]) ot an oiijnnal and superior ge- 
lt, v.lth all the p(;\\ers of eloquence, Mo- 

v/as an illueraLe l)ailKiiianj his youth 
i) '2 had 
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4 THE LIFE OF MOHAMMED. 

had never been instructed in the arts of reading 
and writing. The common ignorance, however, 
exempted him from shame or reproach ; but he 
was deprived of those faithful mirrors, which re- 
flect to our mind the minds of sages and heroes : 
yet the book of nature and of man was open to 
(lis view. In his youth he had made two ioumies 
to the fairs of Bostra and Damascus : in these 
excursions the eye of genius might discern some 
objects invisible to his grosser companions; 
some seeds of knowledge might be cast upon a 
fruitful soil : but his prospect does not appear 
to have extended beyond the limits of the Ara^ 
bian world. From every region of that solitary 
country, the pilgrims at Mecca were annually 
assembled, by the calls of devotion and com* 
in the free intercourse of multitudes, a" 




theory and practice < 
tians. Conversation enriches the understanding, 
but solitude is the school of genius ; and the 
uniiormity of a work denotes the hand of a 
single artist. From his earliest youth, Moham- 
med was addicted to religious contemplation : 
each year during the month Ramadan, he with- 
drew from the world, and from the arms of Ca- 
dijah ; and in the cave of Hera, three miles 
from Mecca, he laid the plans of his future 
conduct. 

Mohammed, pretending that his grand article 
of faith, the unity of the divine nature, Avas 
violated by the rest of the world, by Christians 
and Jews, as well as by professed idolaters, 
resolved to make an attempt to rescue the world 
from the ignorance and superstition in which it 

was 



K HivolveJ- A> Jk prtvum% stvp^ he ihd^llH 

m It his household- Havmj;^ 

k . ith hiv family to a cave ihrn 

r c opened the «etrei of his mii- 

1: -,c, a*id ;icqaainted heu th^t the 

k If I hdd jtist appeared to hiiri^ ^nd 

t Ht4Vi..r ih;i£ he was appointed the apoule Qf 

bnr prnpbet was ah out foriy years of agftj 
pin he be^^aii to set up thr % rcff<mier, whiclJB 
1 " ' ^-* year of his misj^ioti. He 

< ^s f f tho^e under his own 

toJ, afKi wm ne applied iitmielf with equal j 
kcss tn h'^& unL*lc Ahn Beer, a mtm of veryfl 
■Mfcmhle auih^^rity, TLud whose interest was 
H^pt r^erviceto hini. 

Km Beer, by his etampl:? and influence, 
KieJ Mohammed n consider stble jiumher of 
keljlts \ on wliich acci>unt the prophot gav« M 
■ the i?urn.^Tne of Al ScdJik, ^t^nifying f/jfffl 
mbfu/ ^itftai. Fur th*; space of three yeiirfi* 
Bin^ v/h(di terin he pt*etentIeJ to li*ive re- 
fcea fre<jtieni revclutlons, die apostle only in-^M 
llcicd his %'otitrics m private; being ttnder ™ 
me ;ippri?heusioTis of tJie ie-ientment of tJie 
|r*^»'*«J» ; tlie bulk of which iribc did by oo 
mn% f^v'our his undertakiug. Howeverj Abu 
It' t.*>i-;; ted ill his iidt'lity, iindp having form- 
I . it piirty to support hini, Mohammi^d 

L^^i> iiiUs^ioono longer tl secret, but dtrclared 
Hbd hAd commanded him to admonish his 
^^Hucions* To do tlih wkh inort^ convc- 
^^■und m beuer pro&fject of success, he di- 
^^KAU» hh cousid, whtimi fi^mhis infLiney* 
^H|^ken under hi^ protecti^Jiij to prepare nit 
^mlsmiej^t, and invite ihe sons 3iu4 At^c^tv- 
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dants of Abd'al Motalleb ; intendincj then to 
open his mind to tliem. At a r^econd mvitalion, 
Mohammed made the following speech : — ** I 
know no man among the Arabs who can pro- 
pose to his relations any thing more excellent 
than what I now do to you : m the name of 
God, I offer you felicity for this world, and for 
that vvl)ich is to come.'* All of them hesitating, 
i\li aro«;e, and vehemently exclaimed, " O pro- 
phet of God, I will be thy servant, and destroy 
those who d.-ire to oppose thee." Upon this de- 
clanition Mohammed embraced Ali, and com- 
inandcd the persons present to obey him, as his 
deputy, and as one whom he appointed his suc- 
cessor. From this time Mohammed began to 
preach in public to the people ; some of whom 
heard him with patience, but the majority be- 
came his avowed enemies, which led his uncle 
to endeavour to dissuade hiin from his project : 
l>ut Mohanmied was not W be intimrdatcd ; he 
declared, that if the sun was set against him on 
liis right hand, and the moon on his left, he 
would not leave oil' his enterpri/c. He continu-' 
cd to discharge his apostolic functions with the 
;:reatest assiduity, whicli drew upon him and^ 
iiis followers the persecution of the Koreish 
tribe, Avlio entered into a written covenant against 
ihom ; so that it was no longer safe f(»r them to 
remain at Mecciu They tied by ni^ht into 
J'^thiopia, to the number of about one hundred 
^H}rs(Mis, besides children, liy the king of that 
cmiutry they were protected, which so incensed 
the Koreish, that they resolved, if possible, to 
e\terniin«ite tlie new religion, which seemed to 
Ih? making prngiess among the Arabs. Moham- 
wcd hiniielf found pToicct\oTv \v\tl\ hU uncle at 
iVert-.t, though ho .was o't^vii^ •3i'i^-i\^^ V^ ^^ 



XOKS^ 



ti;ibly receh^ed ,Mime private noticCt foi 
leb MTiit immt,*i:li;itely to the Koreish, 
ing arqnntnted tfieni with il, offered, W 
[ false, to deliver hi« nrphew up to them; 
use It were true, he stipulivtcd, that they 
ay uside their animosity* Tlie writing 
ttibi^d, Moliammed's pretensions as a 
-fi^t were recognized, and the leiigue de* 
:d void* 

>pti after this memorable event Moh:iiTinied 
Mjiintle, and in less than a month ntter the 
^Bf thi^ hh great beneEjctor nnd patron, 
Ht Cadijiih diedj in the sixty-fitth yenr of 
age. Two such iinforttinitte events conld 
hilt prove e>;trcniely prejudicial to the pro^. 
*s ufrnirs. For which reason, thb year is 

Ky the Molmmmedans tlae yenr of mourn- 
he ICnreish again hegan to hantss the 
.md his friends, so that he was oljliged 
fc% ifhelter at Tiiefj nbout sixty milos eubt of 
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voaliitl by a spy, and flight was the only resource 
of Mohiimmed. At dead of night, accompa* 
nied by his friend Abu Beer, he escaped from 
his house : tlie assassins watched at the door, 
but were deceived by the figure of Ali. ITiree 
days they were concealed in a cave about a 
league from Mecca, and were supplied secretly 
with food. The Koreish explored every haunt 
about the city ; they even arrived at the en- 
trance of the cavern ; but the deceit of a spider's 
web, and piQ^eon's nest, led them to believe the 
place was solitary and inviolate. ** We are only 
two,'* said the trembling Abu Beer. " 'I'here 
is a third," replied the prophet, " it is God 
himself." No sooner was the pursuit abated» 
than the two fugitives issued, from the rocki 
mounted their camels, and made their retreat to 
A -T) Medina. The flight of the prophet from 
.,',^ ■ Mecca to Medina has fixed the memora- 
ble aera of the Hegira, which, after the 
lapse of twelve centuries, still discriminates the 
lunar years of the Mohammedan nations. 

'J'lie religion of tlie Koran might have perish- 
ed in its cradle, had not Medina embraced with 
faith and reverence the holy outcasts of Mecca. 
Some of the noblest citizens of Medina had, in 
a pilp^rimaji^c to the Caaba, been converted by 
the preaching of Mohammed, and, on their re- 
turn, had diligently diffused the belief of God 
and liis propliet : a new alliance was ratified by 
iliLir deputies in two secret and nocturnal inter* 
views, on a hill in the suburbs of Mecca. Se- 
venty-throe men and two women of Medina 
held a solemn conference witli Mohammed, and 
pledged tl:emselves to each other by a mutual 
outh'of fidelity. They promised to receive him 

af 



Ill your service, wir.u win dc our re warn r | ; 

ADisF," replied Molianinicd. " Stretch 

hy haiul." He strctrlifd it out, and they ■ ' 

ted the oath of allcpianoe and fidelity. j •:[. 

treaty was ratified oy the people, who . "I 

nnusly emhra'ced the profession of Islam ; . 

?joiced in the exile of the apostle, but tliey 

ed for his safety, and impatiently waited 

•ival. Sixteen days after his flight from 

, he arrived at Medina, and made a puh- 

l splendid entrance into the city. Moham* 

vas mounted on a camel, an umbrella 

I his head, and a turban was unfurled be- 

im as a standard. 

m liis establishment at Medina, Moham- 

ssumed the exercise of the regal and sa- 

al office; and it was deemed impious to ap- 

rom a judge whose decrees were inspired 

ine wisdom. A small portion of ground, 

trimonyr of two or])hans, was obtanied by 
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timber. After a reign of six years, fifteen hnn- 
dred Miissulmen, in arms and in the field, renew- 
ed their oath of allegiance; and, in return, their 
chief promised the assurance of his protection. 
It was in the same camp that the deputy of 
Mecca was astonished by the attention of the 
faithful to the words and looks of the prophet. 
" 1 have seen," said he, " the Chosroes of Persia, 
;md the Caesars of Rome, but never did I behold 
a king among his subjects, like Mohammed 
among his companions." The devout fervour 
of enQiusiasm acts with more energy and truth 
than the cold servility of courts, 

Mohammed, in the exercise of his mission^ 
had been despoiled and banished by the mjus- 
tice of his countrymen. The choice of an in- 
dependent people had exalted the fugitive of 
I>Iecca to die rank of a sovereign, and he "waf 
invested with the prerogative of forming alE* 
ances and making war. The means of persoa^ 
si on had been tried, the season of forbearance j 
was elapsed ; the prophet assumed a fiercer and 
more sanguinary tone. He declared that he 
was now enjoined to propagate his religion by 
the sword, to destroy the monuments of idola* 
try, and to pursue the unbelieving nations of the 
earth. The option of friendship, or submission, 
or battle, was proposed to the enemies of Mo- 
hummed. If they professed the creed of Islam, 
they were admitted to all the temporal and spi- 
ritual benefits of his primitive disciples, and 
inarched under the same banner, to extend the 
religion which they had embraced* In the first 
months of his reiepi, he practised the lessons ex 
holy v.-arfare, and displayed his white banner 
before the ^ates of Medina. He fought in per- 



on at nine banlest and fiJty entcrpritcn of w^i 

cm, I jj. 

a diviue law i Uic uhole unsl^iUliiull)* 

i in one mass : a fifth oi the golj und 

iv<^r, tiie prisoners and cattle^ tJie moveables 

r>d tnpmoveablt.*s, vi-an reserved by tiie pmpbei 

> and iJiaiitable uses* the reniainder 

d in adequate portions., t*y the iioldttT* 

f the victory ; ihe regards 4>£ 

_^ I to tlieir widows nnd oi phan* ; 

B ^ liie of' caYalrf was encour-igcd by 

^ki ■ of a double uhiire to thr 1-.^ t^.*-- *nd 

^■i^n* J^rom all sides, tJie roving . re 

^npito tile standard of religion u... j. .. .^tr j 

^n|||ie sariGuiied the license of <jrolir*iciiig 

w *ft»ii«lt> captives as tlieir wives, cr cvncu- 

*: eiijo}*meiit of veatih and Wauiy 

' —i.' of tlie joys of patadtse prc- 

: lit martyrs of the iliith. ** The 

t L-iwi* %^j.s viiiuRtmed, ** is the key t.f h&^ 

tn and of hell ; a drop of blood shed ta ibe 

i pent bi armv, li ut 

tjf fasting and pm 

ImII II bLvUlc, his sins ;i it I 

iiy of judgment his woui. b« 

[It as vermilicn, and od' a* 

: J the loss of hb limb? *1: p- 

l! by the wings of angt*U and '. /* 

!. iiitrepid souli of the Aiabswti. th 

i ; 1 m I the pictore of the mviiihk: iSr'&rU 

■r ^':;ly p-iinted on tbcit iman^ifisticns; jmd 

which they had alw-i; U o**^ 

•.. obiert t-f hope and ol . Ijc fini < 

-rmed advanced la 

. .1 .ace; cbcy bdie^r^ ml 
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doctrine of absolute predestination ; where there 
is no chance, tliere can be no danger ; they were 
sii{e and invuhicrable amidst the darts of the 
enemy. 1 

The sacred band of Mohammed consisted of [ 
three hundred and thirteen ; of whom seventy- } 
seven were fugitives, and the rest auxiliaries: t 
they mounted by turns a train of seventy camelsi L 
for such was the poverty of his first discipks^ ^ 
that only two could appear on horseback in the ^ 
field. In the famous vale of Beder,' three sta- £ 
tions from Medina, he was informed" by his ^ 
scouts, of the caravan that approached on one ■ 
side, and of a troop of Koreish, nearly a thoup ^ 
sand strong, on the other. After a short de- 3 
bate, he sacrificed the prospect of wealth to the I 
pursuit of glory and revenge. A slight entrench- P 
ment was formed to cover liis troops, and a 5j 
stream of fresh and limpid water glided the ^ 
valley. " O God !" he exclaimed, as the Ko- r 
reish descended from the hills, if these are de- 
stroyed, by whom wilt thou be worsliipped on it 
earth ? — Courage, my children, close your ranksi ^ 
discharge your anows, and the day is your ^ 
own." At these words he placed himself widiu 
Abu Beer on a throne or pulpit, and demanded ^ 
the succour of Gabriel and three thousand Uh^ 
gels. , His eye was fixed on the field of battlCb 
the Mussulmen fainted, and were pressed : ia 
that decisive moment the prophet started ftt«i 
the throne, mounted his horse, and cast a hand- 
ful of sand into the air, crying out, " let their J" 
faces be covered with confusion." Both armiesf 
heard the thunder of his voice ; tJicir fancy he^ 
held the angelic warriors: the Koreish tren*" 
bled and 1\cd ; sevciuy of the bravest were si; * 




IFE or mom 
Sves aJorned tl 
lUL 'f he rich caravan of Abti SopKian 
taken hy liit; Mui^iiilmcn, plundtreif, 
ihe spoti divideil. Piibltc ;ind private re- 
tmmt tor the loss stimulated Ahii dophi.m 
»llect 2. body of three thou sand men ; bis 
Henda, with fifteen jtiutrous trom Mecc;^ 
santljr soundtd their timhrtfls to anmiutc 
troops, and to magnify the greatne-ss oif 
|L the most popuhtr dtity of the C;iah:u 
^■tidard of Mohammed wab wfiield by 
Hfcdred and fifty believers. The second 
B was fought six mile's north of Medina^ 
Coreish advanced in the form of a crescent, 
troops of Mohammed wore skilfully pf^sted 
le declivity of a hill ; their rear was gvard* 
jr a detachment of fifty archers. Disorder 
disobedience invaded the ranks of the Mu<- 
cn J while the intrepid general of the ido- 
s wounded the prophet, and exclaimed that 
;uiimed was shiin 1 But, in the nudst of tu- 
and dismay, he lived to reproach thtr infi- 
w^ith the hitended murder of a prophet, and 
ed the triendty hand tliat staunched his 
if und conveyed hiin to a place of safety, 
nly martyri died for the sins of the people i 
fell, siiid tlie apostle* in patrs, each brother 
-acing hi^ lifeless companion : their bodies 
sfiliangted by the inhuman females of Meccai 
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valour of All was signalized in single combat; 
und the war was protracted twenty days* till' ] 
the Anal separation of the confederates. A 
tempest of wind and hail overturned their tents; 
and the Koreish, deserted by their allies* so 
longer hoped to subvert the throne, or check 
the conquests of their i.i vincible exile. 

The choice of Jerusalem for the first keUa of 
prayer discovers the early propensity of Mo- 
liamnied, in favour of the Jews. Their obsti- 
nacy converted his friend sliip inio hatred, with 
v.hich he pursued thut unfortunate people to the 
last moment of his life. In tlie double charac- 
ter of an apostle and conqueror, his persecution 
was extended to both worlds. The Kainoka 
dwelt ar Medina, under the protection of the 
city : he seized the occasion of an accidental 
tunuilt, and sun^nioncd them to embrace hu 
religion, (>v contend with him in battle. *• Alas!" 
replied the trembling Jews, " v/e are ignorant 
f)f the use of arms, but we persevere in the 
liiitJi and worship uf our fv<tliers ; why wilt thott 
reduce us to the nece.ssity cf scii -defence?" 'Ihe 
une lual conflict was terminated in fifteen daysr 
Mohamincd spared the lives of his captives, 
but confiscated their riches, and seized their 
arms. The Nadliirites were m<;re guilty, since 
they conspired to assassinate tlie prophet. He 
besieged their castle, three miles from Medina, 
but their resolute defence obtained an honour- 
able capitulation : but the Jews at Kcraid!ia 
surrendered at discretion. They trusted to tlie 
intercession of their old allies at Medina ; they 
could not be ignorant that fanaticism obliterates 
the feelings of Lumar.ity. A venerable elder, 
to whose jndgmcm they appealed, pronounced 

the 



mc icrrimry was covcrcci witii |)Kiniu« 
I cattlC) ami prolcctcJ by ci^^ht castlfs, 
vhich were csteemctl impregnable. 
cs of" Mohammed consisted of two hun- 
rsc and iburtcen hundred foot i in the 
•n of eight regular and painful sieges 
re exposed to danger and fatigue, and 

and the most undaunted chiefs despair- 
e event. 'J 'he apostle revived their cou- 
the example of Ali, on whom he be* 
be sunuimc of the Lion of God. Chai- 
litted ; the chief was tortured, in the 

of Mohammed, to force a confession 
idcn treasure 2 the industry of the shep- 
as rewarded with a precarious tolera- 
cy were permitted to improve their pa- 

for their own emolument, and that of 
ueror. Under the reign of Omar, the 

Chaibar, were transplanted to Syria j 
caliph alleged the injunction of his 
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idle dream was translated into vision and pro- 
jihccy ; he unfurled the holy banner, and a rash 
]in)misc ot' success too hastily dropped from the 
lips of the apostle. His march from Medina to 
Mecca displayed the solemn pomp of a pilgrim- 
age ; seventy camels bedecked the sacrifice, and 
preceded the van ; the sacred territory was re- 
spected, and the captives were dismissed with- 
out ransom, to proclaim his clemency and devo- 
tion. No sooner did Mohammed come within 
a day's j(^umey of the city, than he ezdaimedi 
** they have clothed themselves with the skins of 
tygers !" The numbers and resolution of the 
Koreish opposed his progress ; and the roving 
Arabs of tlie desert might desert or betray ft- 
leader whom they had followed for the hopes of' 
spoil. The prophet concluded a truce with thai 
Koreish for ten years, and stipulated only for 
the humble privilege of entering the city as a 
friend, and of remaining three days, to accom- 
plish the rites of the pilgrimaj^ow Shame and 
sorrow attended the retreat or the Mussulmenp 
and they were ready to accuse the failure of ft 
prophet, who had so often appealed to the evi- ' 
dence of success. The faith and hope of the \ 
pilgrims were rekindled by the prospects of 
Mecca; their swords were sheathed; seven timet 
in the footsteps of the apostle they encompassed 
the Caaba ; the Koreish had retired to the hillsi 
and Mohammed, after the customary sacrifice^ 
evacuated the city on the fourth day. The 
people were edified by his devotion; the hot* 
tile chiefs were awed, or divided, or seduced | 
and both Caled and Amroce, the future con* 
querors of Syria and Egypt, deserted the sink- 
i/ig cause of idolatry. The power of Mohani' 
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iT»ach, anil 

- ,. ... . ..,. ->../, ^., Al>u So- 

«'d to the conqueror the keys cf 
' Tawing that the son of AhdalLih 
red a mighty Isingdnm* and confessed 
i the ;ipostle of tht! tnie Got!* Mo* 
ned, imieud of mdnlj^ing hh revens^e* ;ind 
of 1^ ' 'V vers, fnrv^Mve and uifittd the 
rtrns ' His trnups maivhed into the 

CiUcfs of the Korcish were prois- 
t. ** Wlmt mercy cnn vnu eicpeet 
zii.m "K'hnm yon hjive wrt*:ij^ed T' — 
rttide in the t^enernsity of our kin^miiii/* 
L sh:ill not coiitidv m vain ; bc|>out! 
■r>n :iTt fret;, ** Tbe pcf^pl* nf Mecca 
'i;the profe^sifiii 
of sev-^en ycar5» 
'^ %i*3s rrtthroncdi a^ the 
Nis nut r^re country, llireo 
'; rf ilieCauhii Wi-ve igno- 
L^ house of Ood W4s iiiiri- 
: tliii apostle fill ill led die du* 
,<s an et;imple to inture ages i 
. cted, tJi.it no nnljeliever ?.hould 
Pst.. iii^ iuot on the territory of the holy 

■-rrest of MeGc;i determmed the faith 
ue of the Arabian ti-be^i* hut aa 
ltjn::;'j Te/jjuaflf JtiJJ adhered lo tV ttX\^ortl 
C3 
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and liberty of their ancestors, and a war of 
nain derived a proper appellation from the 
which Mohammed had vowed to destroy, 
which the confederates of Tayef had swoi 
defend. Four thousand pagans advanced 
secrecy to surprise the conqueror ; they ] 
and despised the negligence of the Koreish 
depended on tlie aid of those who had J 
bowed beneath the yoke of their enemy, 
banners of Medina and Mecca were disp] 
by tlie prophet. Twelve thousand Mussu 
entertained a rash presumption of their im 
ble strength : they descended, without pn 
tion, into tlie valley of Honain ; their nun 
were oppressed ; their discipline confous 
their courage was appalled by the arche 
the confederates ; while the Koreish smili 
their impending destruction. The prophe 
his white mule, was eiKompassed by encr 
he attempted to rush against their spear 
search of a glorious death ; ten of his fai 
companions interposed their weapons and 
breasts : three of these fell dead at his 
** O my brethren," he cried with sorrow an 
dig nation, " I am tlie son of Abdallah, 
the apostle of truth t O man, stand fast i; 
faith ! O God, send down thy succour I** 
uncle. Abbas, made the valley resound wit) 
recital of the gifts and promises of God 
flying Mussulmen returned from all sides t 
holy standard ; and Mohammed observed, 
pleasure, that the furnace was again rekind 
his example restored the battle, and he anixx 
his victorious troops to inflict a merciless rev 
on the authors of their shame. From the 
of Honain he marched^ without delay, tc 



nf Tard"i shlf niile*i to tJie soi:lh*c;ist •»! 
iTca. A frieiKlly tnbt% instnicU'd in lite i[in 
arfai^, suppiiatl Jiini witii a triun of h:it- 
ag rams fniiti^iry engirstrv and witli ;i Iiotly rf 
Unctred artirtcers. After, however, a !tie^«s , 
ttty d:iy%, ihe |lrop^ct wiis forced to soun J| 
It, aiR-ctuig to pnxy ffir the mpeninnce] 
s-nicty of ilie iinlH'lieTiiii^ city. The spoil f 
* i& 1111 fort un lite fxpedttion was immt*n!>t* sj 
mpimsatc the loss of a tribe \^ho ]ia«j fo tight 
ioiam* attd who redeemesJ thvir prisoners 
^^criiice of their idoUihr resignoJ tn the 
Siert hh fiftli pun of the phuuter* In;»teud 
baptising the dtKafTeclinn of iIil* Kf>rd:ih» lie 
ireci to seciiix^ tlicir iittiichmuiit, hy n 
• measure f>f \iher.iltty< 'I'o their le;idert 
^phiati, lie presenit'd three hundred c;u 
nd twenty i>unc^% nt silver ; und by ihe^u 
Mt'cca wa*i *;mceitly converted lo the 
Hiitiie reh^ion of the Korim. 

I de|iiutes fion\ Tuyef, drcadiiit; ll\c repe<i 

"the *ijege, fulloived the pvophet, sue!n|» 

a tniee of tliref ye;irs, uiih tlie tfilenttiori 

K their ancient \\(irOnp. ** Not u month , m^t 
hotir,'^ replied Mohammed. " Excuse »s, at 
ft, from tlie ohlig;iii«m of prnjer,'*^*' With^ 
1 prayer, religion Uof no avaih^* l^hcy stilv^ 
t<?d m silence I iJierr temple?, were demolish* 
ed ; nod the suti>e j^entence of destruction was 
»— 'i-d on all th^ idols of Arahia. Hi!^ lieu- 
., on the shores of the Red Seu, the 
rmv, and the g^lf of Persia, were saluted hy 
♦icclamatioti of a fifrlhful people ; an*! the 
" ss^iadors who knelt l>cfare the throne of 
ibsa were as nninerouR, says the Arvvhikitv 
vrfl>, as the daivs whUli faU ftom \\\^t^^- 
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turity of a palm-tree. The nation submitted 
TO God and the scepti t of Mohammed", and one 
hundred and fourteen thousand Mussulmen ac- 
companied the last pilgrimage of the apostle. 

When Heraclius, a Roman emperor, returned 
in triumph from the Persian war, he entertained 
one of the amhasiiadors of Mohammed; which the 
real Arabians have supposed was the secret cause 
< >f the conversion of the Christian emperor. Bat 
the friendship of Heraclius and Mohamnied waf 
of short continuance ; the new religion had CO- 
flamed the rapacious 5:pirit of the Saracens, and 
the murder of an envoy, aiforded a decent pre- 
tence for invading the territory of Palestine. 
The holy banner was entrusted to Leid, andf 
on the event of his decease, laafar and Abdallah 
were suhFtitnred to the command ; and if the 
three slionld perish in the war, the troops were 
authorised to elect their own' general. The 
three leaders were slain in the battle of Mutif 
the first military action which tried the valour 
of the MussulnTien against a foreign enemy. Leid 
fell in the lorejr.ost ranks : the death ot" laafar 
v/as heroic and memorable ; he lost his right 
hand, and sliifrc J his standard to the left ; the 
left was severed from his body ; he embraced 
tlie standard with the bleeding stumps, till he 
was transfixed to the ground, with fifty honour- 
able wounds. " Advance," cried Abdallal^ 
who stepped into the vacant place, " advance 
with ctmfidence ; either victory or pahidise il 
our own." The lance of the Roman decided the 
alternative ; hut the falling standard was res- 
cued by Caled, the proselyte of Mecca: andniiM 
swords were broken in his hand. He was chosea 
to the command ; his skilful eyolutions secured 

victorj 



' or retreat to the Siiraccnji ; and Calcd t« 

ltd amring hh brethren and enemies, jiv 

a/ VqiL 111 tile pulpit, MoiiEin^nieJ 

scrihed, with f^rophetic rapture, tht; crowiH of 

^fes^d miirtyrs, hut ix\ private* he hctTaycd 

^^Uin^s of huiuan iiarure ^ he uus syrpn!fct*d 

PIfwcpt over the duuj^hter M Leid* " Wliiit 

\ I sec !*' said an astonished votary* " Yrnt 

fi* replied die npf^tlt-v ** a friend dL'ploring 

r lois of his most faithful frietid," After the 

mqiieatt of Mecca, the sovcrcrit^n of Arahia de* 

ar^d war ag^ainst the Romans : his folio wers 

rrc di&coii raged ; diey alleged the 'w^nt of 

fconcy, or horses, or provisions ; thje season of 

irvest, and the tntolerable hent of tJ:ie sum* 

len ** Hell is much hotter/' said the indignant 

hei. He disdained to compel their service; 

iin Ills return, he admonished the most 

- hy an excommunication of hfty days. 

iJe*enion of tlie faithless enhanced the rne- 

'• who devoted their lives and fortunest 

dimmed displayed his banner at tho 

tiid tif thirty thousand troops* Painful indeed 

as the distress of the m^rch ; ten men rode by 

urn? on the same camels and they were reduced 

I the shameful necessity of drinking the water* 

om die belly of that useful animal. In tlie 

Mdway, between Medina and Damascus, they 

wsed near the grove and fountain of Tahne, 

cyond that place Mohanuued declined the 

osecution of the war; hut the active Caled 

thread terror round his name, and the prophet 

ceived the Mibmlssion of the trihe"^ and cities, 

rotn the Euphrates to Aihdi, at the head of the 

|ed iJea. To his christiiin suhjetts Mohammed 

^d &ccurifj', /recdom, an J the tolcmv^m ol 
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th^xT worship. They were unable to oppoa 
ambition ; an J it wlis the interest of the 
tjneror to prop(\se a fair capitulation, to the 3 
powerful religion of the earth. 

Till tlie age of sixty-three years, the stre 
of Mohammed was fully equal to the fati 
of his mission. During four years his h< 
declined; his infirmities increased ; but his: 
tal disease was a fever of fourteen days, v? 
deprived him, by intervals, of the use of rej 
As soon as he was conscious of his dangei 
edified his brethren by the humility of his 
tue or penitence. ** If there be any man," 
the apostle from tlie pulpit, ** whom I hav( 
'* justly scourged, I submit my own back t< 
** lash of retaliation. Have I aspersed the i 
** tation of a Mussulman ? let him proclain 
'* faults in the face of the congregation. 
** any one been despoiled of his goods ? the 
** that I possess j;hall compensate the prin 
*< and interest of tlie debt." — " Yes," repl 
voice from tlie crowd, ** I am entitled to i 
*' drachms of silver." Mohammed hearc 
complaint, satisfied the demand, and tha 
his creditor for accusing him in this\worlc 
tlier than at the day of judgment. He Im 
A D ^*^^ temperate firmness the approa 
f^tic} ' deatli; enfranchised his slaves ; gav 
r^ *"^ ders respecting his funeral; and bes 
June /. ^j ^ blessing on his weeping fri< 
Till the third day before his death, he regu 
performed tlie function of prayer : the cnoi 
Abu Beer to supply his place, appeared to ] 
that ancient and faitliful friend, as the succ 
to his office ; but he declined a more ex' 
nomination. At a moment when his faci 
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titude, " or the God of Mohammed, wh< 

** worship ? The God of Mohammed lin 

« ever ; hut the apostle was a mortal li 

** selves, and, according to his own pre 

«* he has experienced the common fate oi 

" lity." He was interred on the same 

which he expired ; Medina has been k 

by the death and burial of Mohammi 

the innumerable pilgrims of Mecca oft 

aside from the way, to bow in voluntai 

tion before tJie simple tomb of the prop] 

In contemplating, the character of 3 

med, we behold him endowed with a pi 

contemplative dis|KHiiti()n. When marri 

raised him above the pressure of want, h 

ed the paths of ambition and avarice ; 

the age of f(^rty, he lived in innocer 

without any marked distinction. The 

God is an idea congenial to nature nnd 

and a conversation with the Jews and C 

would teach liim to despise and detest 

latry of Mecca. He felt it a duty, tl 

to warn his country of its errors. Th 

of a mind inc(\santly bent on the san 

would convert a general obligation intc 

cular call ; the warm suggestions of tl 

would be felt as the inspirations of hea' 

labour of thought would expire in rap 

vision ; and the inward sensation, the 

monitor, would be described with the i 

attributes of an angel of God. The 

motives of Mohammed were probably j 

human missionaries are seldom capabli 

rishing unbelievers : in the bosom of 

tned, the passions of priJe and revei 

kindled ; he sighed ivv the destructit 



fvhuls whom in hh heart ha h«d canJt'mrii'ti, 
Tht* injusitlct; of M«*ccit, mut the clH>Jc€f ot' Mo- 
(Jinu, Iran'ifiirmcd the crLr/fji mio ,i jmnct*| the 
humUc proticlrcr into ;i It fd! r nl' artiiicsi. In 
die cjurrcinc "f pc^lltic^il ^inviVhrnt-ntv ht- €ni* 
ploy^ even tJie vkt'm oi^ ni;Lukind d^ the* nutru'- 
mcniM of their s^ilvaiKjn* The use of fraud niiti 
IMTiidy, of cruelty aud i n^ti sit icei, were often mb- 
icnricHt in hk hiinds* to ihc propagation of Uiir 
fltltl|«< Of htji IjiHt ytMr«» ;i mint ion wks tlic ruU 
\ng jiaJiSiion ; nnd it is pjsiibl^ that hi% the* vie- 
nettaui^ impoHiur, scetvily snjikJ ai Uiu tnthu- 
ikum of hill youth, ;uid the* crciUblity of hiit 
pfOM^IytCM* 

*rhi; gpod HTue of Mohiimmed despfsittf th« 
(wirip ui royulty i ihe upoiiile of Gr>d luhmittcd 
10 the menial offices of the funirly i he kindki 
ihc firCi BWifpt the floor, milked the ewe^ iind 
HienJcJ with hi?i own li-ituls his sJ]<ns, ;md wjuil- 
Icn garment. Disdaining;; the j^onance imd me- 
rit of an hermit, lie ohscrvetl, without vanity, 
the abstemious liiet ol' an Arab and a .soUIiei. 
On solemn occasions he feasted liis companions 
Willi rustic liosjntalily ; l)nl in tlomesiic life, 
nianv weeks uould elapse, wilhoiiL a lire bein.; 
kir.dleii on the hearth ol tlic jirophi't. The iii- 
lerdii tion ol nv nie was conliniu'd by his exam- 
pU' ; he dehidited in l\\r taste ol milk aiul lio- 
4ivy, but his onhiiavy lood consisted ol daU"* 
aiul water. IVrlunies and women were the two 
ii'iuiial enjoyments nliich his nature recpiired, 
And his ieli};i()n did not loibid : lie allirna'J, 
tiui the fervour ol his devotion \\;is incrcasi-J 
'>y these innocent pleasures. 'I'lie lieat ni tl;" 
• liniate inHanies the blood of the Arabs; then 
incontinence was rc!'ula.i(.c! bv ihe ci\'il an. I 



26 THE LIFE OF NOITAMMSDW 

religious laws of the Koran. The licence 
polygamy was reduced to four legttimaite vr 
or concubines ; their rights of bed and doi 
were equitably determined ; the freedom cS 
vorce was discouraged, adultery vras conde: 
as a capital offence, and fornication was 
nished with an hundred stripes. Such weie 
precepts of the legislator, who himself " 
indulged the appetites of a man. A special 
velation dispensed him from the laws 'which 
had imposed on the nation ; he espoused 
or seventeen wives ; eleven occupied their 
rate apartments at Medina, round the honie 
the apostle, who, by turns, enjoyed the favor 
his society. They were all widows, excepting' 
Ayesha, the daughter of Abu Beer, whose yi 
and beauty gave her a superior ascendant ; 
was beloved and trusted by the prophet ; 
after his death, the daughter of Abu Eecr 
long revered as the mother of the faithiiil. 
behaviour had been ambiguous and indiscreflti 
the temper of Mohammed was inclined to j 
lousy, but a divine revehition assured luQi 
her innocence ; he chastised her accusers, 
published a law, by whicli no woman should 
condemned, unless four male witnesses had 
her in the act of adultery. The prophet has 
been accused, with great justice, of many atro- 
cious acts of incontinence, from which he usually 
obtained full absokiiion, by the mouth of the 
angel Gabriel. While Cadijah, his first wifei 
was alive, his fidelity to the marriage connec* 
tion was the most exemplary, louring the wholtf 
twenty-four years, he abstained from the right 
vt' polygamy, and the pride or tenderness of tbl 
vciierublc mairojii wus uevcr insulted by ih*J 



^■riftr of n uv.d. After her deiitb, he placed 
H^ of four perfect wtmien, W'hh the 

Hft .. the mnther of Jfiu-fi, ,itid Fiitinia, 

^Hp best i»cif>vcd of h\\ daugliti'r.'j, ** Was ^he 
^Biot did ?'^ said Aytijia, with the iiisole^acc of 
^^hioiTimg beauty, •*'haii not GiKi given yau m 
^KiLT in her place?**—** No," s:dd Mrihiimuicd, 
^Hth an effitsron ctf hgnest gratitude, ** there 
^Bicver can l>e a belter i She believed m me, 
^nM-bcn men despised mc ; ^iie rvhevcJ my 
^^^ntS| when 1 was poor and pcrsiecuted by 
^■ihe world.'* 

^■Keither the vh^ln Ayej^h;!, nor his ten wi- 

Hpws g3ve to the prophet any childronj a^d of 

ffhe laglit which he had by Catlijah, Fatima was 

ihe only one who surviTed hev I'Atlier i she be* 

die wife of All, and the mother of an illus- 

progcny. The merit and mkfortuncs of 

d \m descendants will very properly lead» 

placej to some account of the series of 

^Li caliphs, a title which describes tlie 

IS of the faithful, as the vicars and 

I *yt:ceftsQr& of the pretended apostle of G^dr 



£»2 
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CHAP. II. 

Empire of the Arahsy under the Caliphs, 

npHE birth, alliance, and character of 1 
-^ might justify his claim to the vacs 
throne ofArabia. The son of Abu Taleb w 
in his own right, the chief of the family of t 
shem, and the hereditary guardian and prince 
the city and temple of Mecca. He united t 
qualifications of a poet, a soldier, and a sail 
his wisdom still breathes in a collection of n 
gious and moral sayings. From the first he 
of his mission to the last rite« of his funeral, t 
apostle never was forsaken by a generous friei 
whom he delighted to name as his brother : I 
the dying bed of Mohammed was besieged 
the artful Ayesha, the daughter of Abu Be 
and the enemy of AIL 

The silence and death of the prophet restor 
the liberty of the people, and his companic 
convened an assembly, to deliberate on t 
choice of his successor. The hereditary claim a 
lofty spirit of Ali were offensive to an aristoci 
cy of elders ; the Koreish could never be recc 
ciled to the proud pre-eminence of the line 
Hashem ; the ancient discord of the tribes v 
rekindled ; the fugitives of Mecca, and the au 
liaries of Medina, asserted their respective mcri 
and the rash proposal of ch using two indeper 
ent caliphs would have crushed, in their inf^ 
the religion and the empire of the Saracei 



Tliff tumtilt w;h appejiscd by Om^r, who de- 

■ if tlie hist subject of the mild aiid 
. II Beer ; at xhe ^iimc lime confessing 

^^to ilic i^alpitj di.it if any Mn?«iulmiin shoulii 
JHaftcT presume to anticipate the sulfrage ot' 
Hrij hnetkrent botli the elector and elected would 
■be worthy nf denth. Aikr the simple inritiguni- 
■ioa nf Abu Bc'cri lie was obeye*! in Mt^Jiivif 
tojfccn, nnd the provinces of Amhm : th? H:is- 
^B]: decUncd the oath of fidelity; and 

^Hi I ' his own house, msitntuined, above 

K\. months, n sullen itnd independent reserve, 
WThc death of rutiin;!, and the decline of hii 
roarty, subdued the indignant spirit nf Ah j he 
■condescended to suhite the cotnmander of die 
pWithiuU accepting his excuse of tlie necessky of 
HMrentinz their common enemies, and wisely 
^Bpced m% courteons nfferi of abdicating the 
^^■rnment of the Arxthians. After a reign of 
^^K^ears, the aged caliph was summoned by 
^Hn|gel of death. He bequeathed the sceptre 
HHB^rm and intrepid virttie of Omar, " I 
p^ave no occar,ioi\/* said tlte tnode'^t candidate^ 
P* for the piace,**-^** But ilif pUce has occa^^ion 
p* fnr you/' replied AHu Beer, who expired with 
k fem'ent prn.yer, ti»ut the God of Mohammed 
r^-miM ratify hts choice, iind direct the Mus^nl* 
ijjt^n m the way of concnrd and obedience. The 
iprajLT vras not ineiFectuaU since Ali himself 
Mild cvcrr attention and rtspoct to the siipeiior 
^k: ,:nity of his rival, who comforted 

HKi ■ "as of enipire by the most fiatter- 

Kfig msirk^ of confidence and esteem. In the 
■wrirth \t-':ir of hifi rei™, Omar received a mor* 
k^ .im the Jiund ui an assaisiu^ at^d 

Krai *v.v.i,.w. J by Othmani tlie sectel^T^ ^^ ^'^ 
I 1> 3 WmicA 
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hammed ; nor was it till after the third caliph 
twenty-four years after the death of the pro 
phet, that Ali was invested, by the populai 
choice» with the regal and sacerdotal office 
'J he manners of the Arabians retained theii 
primitive simplicity, and the son,. Abu Taleb 
despised the pomp and vanity of this world 
^'\t the hour ot prayer he repaired to the mosqut 
of Medina, clotlied in a thin cotton gown, a 
coarse turban on his head, his slippers in om 
hand, and his bow in the other, instead of s 
walking stiiflF. The compiinions of the prophet 
and the chiefs of the tribes, saluted their nev 
sovon^ign, and gave him their right hands as s 
sign of fealty and allegiance. 

The mischiefs that flow from the contests oi 
ambition arc usually confined to the times anc 
countries in which they have been agitated; 
but the religious discord of the friends and ene- 
mies of Ali has l^on r^juewed in every age oi 
the Hegira, and is still maintained in the ini- 
jnortal liatred of the Persians and Turks. Tht 
former, who are branded with the appellation oi 
srctarusf maintain that if Mohammed be the 
apostle, his companion Ali is the vicar, of God. 
^J'Jiey bitterly execrate the three usurpers whc 
intercepted his indefeasible right to the dignity 
of caliph ; and the name of Omar expresses, in 
their tongue, the perfect accomplishment oi 
wickedness and impiety. The Sonniiej, who arc 
supported by tlie general consent and orthodox 
tradition of the Mussulmen, entertain a more 
decent opinion. Tliey respect the memory ot 
Abu Beer, Omar, Othman, and Ali, the holy 
and legitimate successors of the prophet ; but 
cJivjr assign the lai>t place to the husband of 



Fsttmnt iw rt*c peisuitiioji tlwi ihe tn'der of sue* 
«ion lira* dett^nninctl by iht* dcgrccfc of sanc- 

A Irfe much devoted to comcinplatiou hnd 
tmi chilled iht' murtbl uclivity of Ah j buu in 
JTJ-itiii*c age, he sonictimcs betniycJ the rashiie^ft 
knd indivcrctioii *if youth. Ho neglected to 
fcCcor^^ the ullegi;ince tif' I'elhA nm\ Zohtnr^ tmo 
hf djL' fiiost pyweHul Arubian chid** Th*;y 
unii Mirditia lo Mccc;ij und i'rnm ihcnce 
- *.. I. if erected tlic a;uid,*jd uf revolt, 4nd 
Usurped the govjrimient of Assyria, which di*.*y 
luid vaitdv solicited uii ihe reward nf ihdr ser- 
vice 'i. They were jiccojupunicd hy Aye^lia^ the 
widow of the propheit who chendied an impta- 
cable -jatix'd a^aiast the hudiund aiid po^tAJrity 
Fatima* The nn><tt rea?ionabli* Mussidjneii 
^ere ^tcajididi'/eJ^ ihat the mother of the f^itlifal 
1*1 uld expose her pervitin and character in ihe 
ip ; hut the superstititiuv crowd was confi* 
hat her presence would sanctify and assure 
iicce*is of their chusc. At the head of 
iHv thirty thousand loyal Aiahs, and vitliant 
liharievi ihe caliph*; enconiilereJ and defeated 
le fcuperlor nuniherfe of the rcheh, under the 
:AU of IJassora* 'Utetr leaders, 1 Vlha and Zo- 
ir, were jst.dii in die rir»it baiile that vtaiued with 
1 hlitoj die arru*i of tiie Mu^iinlmen. After 
rou^^h the nuikts* lo animate the troops, 
;id choHcn her poa aiiiidst Uic dan^^ers 
Qt Uie Jield, In the heat tjf battle, sieveniy men, 
who hehi the bridle of her camel, wertvsuccessive-^ 
ly killed or wounded* and the cage or littei' in 
which she sat was stuck with jaYelim and dart^i 
like the qui Is of a porciipiue» AiUr this vie* 
y, which \v;is if /Jed tlic day ol lb*: c*Ta^\t 



S2 EMPIRE OF THE ARABifl^, 

Ali marched against a more formidable adver- 
sary, Moawiyan, the son of Abu Sophian, who 
had assumed the title of caliph, and whose claim 
was supported by the forces of Syria and the 
interest of the house of Ommiyali. From the 
passage of Thapsacus, the plain Siffin extends 
along the western bank of the Euphrates- On 
this spacious and level theatre, the two competi- 
tors waged a desultory war of one hundred and 
ten days. In the course of ninety actions, the 
loss of Ali was estimated at twenty-five, that of 
Moawiyah at forty-five, thousand soldiers. In 
this sanguinary contest, the lawful caliph di«- 
played a superior character of valour and hu- 
manity. He generously proposed to save the 
blood of the Mohammedans by single coiiibat i 
but his trembling rival declined the challenge, as 
a sentence of inevitable death. The ranks of the 
Syrians were broken by the charge of the hero, 
and as often as he smote a rebel, he shouted the 
Allah Acbar, " God is victorious ;" and in the 
tumult of a nocturnal battle, he was heard to 
repeat four hundred times that tremendous ex- 
clamation. The prince of Damascus already 
■meditated his flight, but the certainty of victory 
was snatched from the grasj* of Ali, by the dis- 
obedience and enthusiasm of his troops. Their 
conscience was awed by the solemn appeal to 
the Koran, which Moawiyah exposed on the 
foremost lances ; and Ali was compelled to 
yield to a disgraceful truce, and an insidious 
compromise. He retreated . with sorrow and 
disgrace to Cufa ; his party was discouraged ; 
the distant provinces of Persia, Yemen, and 
Egypt, were subdued or seduced by his crafty 
rJvuL In the temple of Mecca three enthusiasts 



UNDER THE CALifl 

JiscDurseid of the disorders of the church and 

E; the)" socm agreed that die deaths of Ali* 
wifidi, smd Amroiit the viceroy of Egypt » 
Rfotild restnse the peact and luiity of religion. 
Elacli of tJitr iisisassixis chose his victim^ poisoned 
lis dagger, devoted Ms life, and secretly repair* 
kI to tlie scene *ji actkin* The first mistook 
ihe person of Attircui, ux\d stal>l3cd tlie deputy 
ffho occupied h^ seat ; the prince of Damascu?; 
iTiis dangerously hurt by die ^second ; and the 
awful monarch received a mortal ^^^outid from 
he hand of the third. He oxpiTcd m the sixty- 
liird year of his age, and recommended to his 
:llildren« that they would dispatch the murderer 
jy a single stroke. The sepulclire of Ali was 
ruDcealea from the tyrants of the house of Om- 
niyah ; but, in the fourth age of the Hegirsu a 
nmbf a teinple, and a city aro^ near the ruins of 
^fa. Many tJioifl sands of the Shi iter, repose in 
}oly grouui:!, at the feet of tJie vicar of God ; 
ind toe desert i« enlivened by die numerous and 
mnual visits of the Persians, who esteem their 
levotion not less meritorious than the pilgrim- 
tge of Mecca. 

In the reign of Moawiyah, the persecutors of 
^^lohammed usurped the inheritance of his chil- 
!ren, and tlie champions of idolatry became the 
leads of his religion and empire. The opposition 
if Abu Sopliian had boon fierce and obstinate ; 
lis conversion was tardy and reluctant ; his new 
aith was fortified by necessity and interest ; 
e served, he fought, and perhaps believed ; and 
he sins of the time of his ignorance were ex- 
iated by the recent merits of the family of Om- 
niyah. Moawiyali, the son of Abu Sophian, 
dignified, in his early youth, with the title 
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of secretary to the prophet ; by Omar he 
entrusted with the government of S>Tia, 
which he presided forty years. Without 
Bouncing th^ fame of valour, he affected 
reputation of hunianity : a grateful people 
attached to their benefactor, and the victoi 
Moslems were enriched with the spoils of Cy 
and Rhodes. I'he sacred duty of pursuing 
assassins of Othman was the engine and 
tence of his ambition. The bloody shirt oi 
martyr was exposed in the mosque of Dama 
and sixty thousand Syrians were engaged i 
service, by an oath of fidelity and revenge, 
rou, the conqueror of Egypt,, was salutec 
new monarch ; the policy of Moawiyah el* 
the valour of his rival, and, after the deat 
Ali, he negociated the abdication of his 
Hassan, who retired to an humble cell nea 
tomb of his grandfather. The aspiring w 
of the caliph were finally crowned by the 
portant change of an elective, to an nered 
kingdom. Four citizens of Medina only i 
ed the oath of fidelity ; but the designs bf '. 
wiyali were conducted with vigour and ad< 
and his son Yezid, a feeble and dissolute y 
was proclaimed the commander of the fait 
and the successor of the apostle of God. 

A familiar story is related of the benevo 
of one of the sons of Ali. In serving at t 
a slave had inadvertently dropt a dish of s 
ine broth on his master; the heedless w 
fell prostrate to deprecate his punishment, 
repeated a verse in the Koran : — " Parad 
*' for those who command their anger :"- 
»< am not angry :" — *^ and for those who pa 
^' offences :" — ^*< I pardotvyour offence :" — • 



^v those who return good for evil ;" — *• I give 
^B yciar liberty and torn: hundred pieces oi 
^Kr/' ^Vldi an eqa^l nieajjiire of piety, His- 
^K the youoger brother of Hassan » mheritcii fl 
^^^gjiiUt of his father^^ spirit, and served with H 
^^^^ agahtst the Chrtsdans, at the siegti oi H 
^^P^tinopk'. 1 he primogeniture of the lintt V 
^^piuheni. and the holy character of the grand* 
^■of the apostle, had centered in hh pt^rson ; 
^H he was at liberty to prosecute his claim fl 
^Kiisc Ye/. id, ihe tyrant of Diimascusp whosi? ■ 
^fts he despised, and whose tide he never de« 
^Ked to acknowledge. A list was secretly 
^nuijiued from Cufa to Medina, of one hua* 
^Bj iind forty thousand Mohanmicdiins, W'ho 
^Ke&sed dieir attadiment to his cause, and "vvho 
^Ke eager to draw tlieir swords, so soon as he 
^wld appear tm the banks of the Euphrates* 
^HLiuiit rhf advice of his wisest fnends, he t*e* 
^Bed to trust his person and family la the 
^Hd« of a per^dious peopl€« Hoseiu, in a ^ 
^Hfereoce with die chief of the enen^yj pro» ■ 
^Bd the option of three honourable condi*^ H 
^Bs : tliat lie should be allowed to return tc» H 
^^aina» or be tialioncd In the frontier garrison ■ 
^Bnst the^ Turks, oi' safely conJucted to the V 
^Bcnce of Yciid. But the comm^mds of the 
^■femttnt ^%*ere absolute, and Hosein karnt that 
^^^Bkeitlier mbnjit as a ci^pdv^i and as cri* 
HBBb> the commanJer of the faithful, or ZK* 
pect the consequences of a rebellion* ** Do you 

tic/' replied he, " to terrify me vrith des^^di?" 
li during die short respite of a night, he 
i ^t.^.f rn encounter his fate* He checTked the 
s of his sister Fatima, who deploi^td 
„M ...H..ine nijj3 of his house, ** 0\ir xx^w^^ 
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said Hftsein, " is in God alone* AH th 
** both in heaven and earth, must perish an 
•• turn to their creator. My brotlier, my fa 
** my mother, were better than I ; and c 
<• Mftssubnan has an example in the prop! 
He pressed 1ms friends to consult their safel 
flight; ther unanimously refused to dese; 
siTrvtve their master, and their courage wa 
tified by a ferrent prayer, and the assuran* 
paradise. On the momint^ of the fatal di 
mounted on horseback, with his sword dra\ 
one hand, and the Koran m the other ; lii: 
nerous martyrs consisted only of thirt) 
horse and forty foot ; but their ilanlis and 
were secured by the tent ropes, and lir a 
trench, which they had filled with lighted 
gots. ITie enemy advanced with reluctance ; 
one of their chiefs deserted, with thirty follow 
in order to claim the partnership of inevi 
death. In every cloj^c onset, or single cor 
the despair of the Fatmihe* was Invincible j 
tlie surrounding mukitTides galled them : 
a distance with a cloud of arrows, and the h* 
and men were successively slain : a truce 
allowed on both sides for the hour of pni 
and the battle at length c-xpircd, by the c 
of the last of the companions of Hosein. A 
weary, and woumlcd, he seated himself ai 
door of his tent. As he was tasuitg a dm 
water, he was pierced in the mouth with a 
and his son and nephew, two beantifnl yo 
were killed in his arms. He lifted his hiirr* 
heaven, they were full of blood, and he utte: 
funeral prayer both for the living and the ti 
In a transport of despair his sister issued 1 
the tent, and adjured lUe ^cutral of the Cas 



that he '^^V'viiUi noi sulJVr Ho^iti to be niurdcr^d 
t\ yes ; a tt-sir trickkd dowti hii vene^ 

d, and the boklc\t of lib soldiers fell 
ck cm every side, sis tb.e dytng hero threw hiiti* 
" among tliem. The reniorscles* Shameri a 
ne dt?t*rsi:ad hy the faithful, reproached tlidr 
vardicc ; and ihe gr^ndicjii of Moiia.mmed 
slain witii ihree-and*tliirty strtskes of hinces 
swords. Alter they had trampled on his 
3>% they carried his hend to the c;tstle of 
ta, and the inhum^cn Oheidnllah struck Kim 
hhe mouth wtrli a cune- ** Ala.s !" exchdmed 
fe.igcd Mussulman, '^ oa these lips have I ieen 
iip^ t if the apostle of God !'* lu a dlst;iut age 
chm;ite the tragic sceue cf the death of 
pi&cin %vi]l ;iw;ikcn the sympjithy of the cold 
On the annual festival of his martyr- 
, in the devout pilgnnmge to his sepulchre^ 
Bian votaries abandon therr souU to the 
%s frenty of sorrow aiid indignHtion. 
the sisters and children of AH were 
in diains tn the throne of Damascus, 
caliph wa$ advbed to ejttirpitte the enmitf 
I a prjpular jind hostile race* whom he had 
lired hcyond the hope of reconciliation* Ye- 
f' ived the counsels ot mercy, and the 
^anrily w*as dismissed, to mintilc their 
.... iht;ir kindred of Medina. Ilic glory 

I martyrdom superseded the rights of priuio- 
diture, and the twelve Imans, or ikmuiIs of 

Persian creed, are Ali. Hosein, and the li- 

II dcvccndauu of Huscin» lo the nhuh s^ene* 
►:«^ Wiihimt arms, or treasures, or subjects, 

ifoycd the vtner*itiim of ihg 
J the jt.alDusy of the rei^tt* 
Up;:; awn lomb^ Hi Mecc^i ox MiidVt^a^ 
iX K *tft 
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are still visited by the devotion of their sect 
Their names were often the pretence of seditioi 
and civil war ; but these royal sjiints despise< 
the pomp of the world, submitted to the wll c 
God, and the injustice of man, and devoted thai: 
innocent lives to the study and practice of reli 
gion. The twelfth and last of the Imans, con 
spicuous by the title of Mahadi, or the guide 
surpassed the solitude and sanctity of his prede 
cessors. He concealed himself in a cavern neai 
Bagdad ; and, the time and place of his deatl 
being unknown, his votaries pretend that he stil 
lives, and will appear before the day of judg 
ment, and overthrow the tyranny of Dejal, oi 
the Anti-christ. * In the lapse of two or thre< 
centuries, the prsterity of Abbas, the uncle a 
Mohammed, had multiplied to the number o 
thirty-three thousand : the race of Ali migh 
be equally prolific ; the meanest individual va; 
. above the tirst and greatest oi' princes ; anc 
the most eminent were supposed to excel th< 
perfections of angels : but their adverse fortune 
and the wide extent of the Mussulman empire 
allowed an ample scope for every bold and art 
ful impostor, v,-ho claimed afiinity with the hoi] 
seed ; the sceptre ot' the Almoades in Spain an« 
Africa ; of the Fatimites in Kgypt and Syria 
of the Sultans of Yemen ; and of the Sophis o 
I^ersia, has been consecrated by this vague am 
ambiguous title. Ihider their rei;^ns, it mi^h 
be dangerous to dispute the legitimacy of thei 

'♦ The nami* of Antichrist may appear ridiculous, bi 
the Mahometan. -J have liberally borrowed f.om every rcl; 
gifin. In the ryyal stable ot* Ispahan two horses were a! 
wavK kept s;uld!ed ; one for the M>i)iadi himself^ the uthc 
fur Uii Utiuvciunr, Jesus^ the iton of Mary. 

bin}] 



nrflj* One of the FiitimrEie ciiliplu silenced 
in indiscreet tjuc-'ition by (Jriuvrng his scymi- 
ar: "This" ^^\id MiHv, " \s my pedigree; 
.nd these," ciistmg ai\ handful of gcdd to his 
aldters, ** are my kindred at',d my children." 
n the various condkian^ o^ princes^ or doc- 
ors, or nobles, or merchants, or beggars, a 
vvarm of the genuine or fictitious descendants 
if Mohammed and Ah, h honoured with the 
.ppcllation of sheiks, or shenfs, or emirs* In 
be Ottontan empire, they are distinguished hf 
1 green turbaq ; receive a stipend from the trea* 
liry ; are judged only by their chief j and* 
towever debased by fortune and character ^ siill 
jsert the proud pre-eminence of their birth. 
I £iTnily of three hundred persons, the pure 
md orthodox branch of the caliph Hassan, is 
ifeserved, without taint or suspicion, in the holy 
itie^ of Mecca and Medinfi, and still retains, 
fter the revolutions of twelve centuries, the 
ustody of the temple, and the sovereignty of 
hc'xT native land. The fame and merit of Mo- 
ammed would ennoble a plebeian race, and 
le ancient blood of the Korclsh transcends the 
fcent majesty of the kin^s of the earth. 
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CHAP. III. 

Of the Mohammedan Religion* 

EFORE we put an end to this part of our 
history, we must give some account of 
the religion which Mohammed founded, and of 
the peculiar sentiments which he established. 
The creed of Mohammed is free from susjpicioiv 
or ambiguity, and the Koran is a full testimony 
to the unity of God, The prophet of Mecca 
rejected the worship of idols and men, of start, 
and planets. In the Author of the universe, his 
rational enthusiasm confessed and adored an infi* 
nite and eternal Bein?, without form or place^ 
without equal or similitude, present to our roost 
secret thoughts, existing by the necessitv of hii 
own nature, and deriving from himself all moral 
and intellectual perfection. These sublime truths 
are firmly held by his disciples, and defined 
with great precision by the interpreters of the 
Koran. The iirst principle of reason and reve- 
lation was confirmed by the voice of Moham* 
med ; his proselytes, from India to Morocco, 
are distinguished by the name of Uniiarianif and 
the danger of idolatry has been prevented by 
the interdiction of images. The doctrine of 
eternal decrees and absolute predestination is 
strictly embraced by the Mohammedans. 

The God of Nature has written his existence 
on all his works, and his law in the heart of 
man. To restore the knowledge of the one, and 
the practice of the other* has been the real or 

pretended 
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'Aim of the prophets of every a^t' : 
iltty of Mahamnit*t! nil owed to his |>re- 
^ou the iimie cred»l which be cliiiiticd fot 
and the chain of mspinititm \v^s nro- 
m the fall of Ad.im to Uic prooiuWa- 
e Konin. l*he aiitbork? dnd si;iuoii 
am, Noah» Abraham, Mn!»esj Christ i and 
nitied, rise in just gruduiitjns above each 
hut whotoever h^tes or rejects any one of 
»phets, ii iiumbt^red with tlie intidels. The 
tiIou& lifitory of Mose'i is consecrated and 
i^hed in the Kothti. For the divine Autlior 
stijiniiy, ihe Mohammedans are taught by 
sphet lo entertain an high and mysterious 
lice I yet J ev us was a mere mortal, and, at 
f of judgmentt his testimony v:il\ serve to 
r^n botli the Jews, wIiq reject his preten- 
o the chiiracter of a prophet, and the 
iims who pay him rcligiouii worship* The 
of bis enemies <ispersud hh reputation, 
n^pired u^uiast his life j but their inten- 
mily ^'uilty, a phantom or a criminal 
stituted on the cross, and the innocent 
as translated lothe seventh heaven, Dur- 
hundred ye;tr^ the i^ospel was the way 
h and salvation, but the Christians forgot 
s and example of their fuunden i he 
Mosc;, :tnd of Christt, rejoiced in tiie as* 
of a future prophet, more illustrions thun 
lives ; tlie evangcHc prnmi^je ef the Holy 
^jts prefigured in the name, and accom- 
Jnthe person, of Mohammed, the greaicst 
of ihe apofctles of God* 
res|>ect to the Koran, the prophet ^^'afi 
with thi* iimple chuTHCter ot au ed\lot % 
v^ to himself ami hh diseipkii, iUitiNvot)ll 
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it uncreated and eternal, inscribed with a 
light on the table of his everlasting decn 
paper copy, in a volume of silk and gen 
broiight down to the lowest heaven by 
gel Gabriel. Instead of a perpetual and 
measure of the divine will, the fragment 
Koran were produced at the discretion 
hammed ; each revelation is suited to th 
gencies of his policy or passions. The 
Ood, and of the apostle, was diligently n 
by his disciples on palm-leaves, and the st 
bones of mutton ; and the pages, withoi 
or connection, were cast into a domesti 
in the custody of one of his wives. Tw 
after the death of Mohammed, the sac 
lume was collected, and published, by hi 
and successor, Abu Beer : the work was 
by the caliph Othman, in the thirtieth 
the Hegira. In the spirit of enthusiasm 
xiity, the prophet rests the truth of his 
on the merit of his book, and audacious 
lenges both men and angels to imitate tl: 
ties of a single page ; and presumes to 
that God alone could dictate this incom 
performance. This argument is most 
fully addressed to a devout Arabian, 
ignorance is incapable ot comparing i 
ouctions of human genius. The harmc 
copiousness of style will not, in a vcrsioi 
the European infidel. The divine at 
exalt the fancy of the Arabian missionui 
his loftiest strains must yield to the sublii 
plicity of the book of Job, composed in a 
age, in the same country, nnd the sai 
giiage. At the end of two hundred ye; 
SoMa, or oral btw, was fixed and consecr 



^ 



►e labours o{ Al Boch.Tri, who discnminated 
« gcnuitie tnnJicions frt^m those oJ ;i more 
>tibti\il or ^ipunoiis character, Efich d^if the 
Gtti HKhor prayed in ihe temple of MeccHj 
ff pvges were successively tiepositeii on th« 
tlpit, and the sepulchre of the aptule^ and the 
orkt has been apjiroved by tlie four ortbodojE 
cts of the SonniLts* 

The tnission of Moses and of Jesus had been 
^^ firmed by many splendid prodigies; aud 
ohaniined was repeatedly urged, by tJxe inha* 
tants of Mecca and Medina, to produce simi- 
r evidence of his divine legiiticm As often as 
s was pressed by the demands of the Koreishj 
s involved himself in the obscure boast of vU 
7a and prophecy, appeal 'Uj^ to the internal 
■oofs of his doctrine, and shielding him self be-* 
nd the providence of God, who refund si^^ns 
id wonders ihat would s.f<^pn ctntc* the ni^.nt oi 
ith, ;ind agp:r;ivate the guilt of infulelity. The 
naries of ISIohamnied ;irc more inWy assinrd 
[ATX himself of his miraculous j;ilts, and their 
mtidence and credulity increase, as they are 
rther removed from tlu' lime and pl;iro ( i his 
)irituiil exploits. They believe, oi ;;l]"ii ni, that 
ees went ionh to meet hlni ; that ho \\as sa- 
lted by stdiu's ; ihaL water j^usliod fn, ni liis 
ngcrs ; that lie led the hun^vry, cuied tlie sick, 
id raised the lU'ad ; that a beam {n-(>anecl to 
im ; tliat a cnnicl complained to him ; tliat a 
uailcitr ol nnirton inr»unuHi liim ot i:s hein^^ 
r)isr»neJ ; and that botli animate and Inanimate 
nture were equally subject to the apostle of 
iod. 
I'he precepts of Mohammed inculcate simple 
nd rational piety : prayer, labting, und alms. 
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are the religious duties of a Mussulman ; and 
he is encouraged to hope, that prayer will cany 
him half way to God ; ^ting will bring him 
to the door of his palace ; and alms ¥riil gain 
him admittance. At first his disciples were en* 
joined to the performance of fifty prayers every 
day. By the advice of Moses he applied for an 
alleviation of that intolerable burthen : thenum« 
her was gradually reduced to live; at day-break* 
at noon, in the afternoon, in the evening, and 
at the first watch of the night. Cleanbness is 
the key of prayer : the frequent lustration of 
the hands, the face, and the body, is solemnly 
enjoined by the Koran ; and a permission is 
formally granted to supply with sand the scarcity 
of water. The words and attitudes of supplica- 
tion, as it is performed either sitting or standings 
or prostrate on the ground, are prescribed by 
custom or authority ; but the prayer is poured 
forth in short and fervent ejaculations. Among 
the priests, who reject the use of images, it has 
been found necessary to restrain the wander* 
ings of fancy, by directing the thought to a MUf 
or visible point of the horizon. The prophet 
was, at first, inclined to gratify the Jews by the 
choice of Jerusalem, but he finally determined 
upon the temple of Mecca, to which the Mo- 
hammedans turn their eyes five times every day; 
their prayers are offered indifferently, in their 
chamber or in the street. Friday is the day in 
each week which is set apart for public wor^ip* 
The Mohammedan religion is destitute of priest- 
hood or sacrifice, and the spirit of fanaticism 
looks down with contempt on the ministers and 
slaves of superstition, flie voluntary penance 
of ascetics was odious to a prophet, who cen- 
sured 



grrrcr! In hh rr- mpaiiioBs a rash vow of ab?.tiiin- 

. and women, and sleep i he aU 

11 ks in bis religion; yet he insti- 

I last of thirty days in every year, durm^ 

, .: , irom the rising to die setting of the sun, 

Oil each day, the Mussuhnan abstains from eat* 

m^ And drinkmgj and women, and badis, and 

pt'r^ume> ; from all nourishment that can restore 

fjifi strength ; from all pleasure that can gratify 

hlii §eri&es.r The use t f wine is completely in- 

i#rdicted. The charity of the Mohanamedaiu 

itescends to the animal creation ; and the Koran 

incukittes, as an indisprnsahle duty, the relief of 

tke tndt^ent and unfritiinate: the MnssuLman 

K ' ^ w a tenth of his revenue in acts of 

h c I and, if his conscience accuse him 

ei h juu or ettortion, the tenth is enlarged to a 

I fifth- Benevolent e is tJie foundation of jtisticet 

I liiice we are forbid to injure those whom we are 

I bonnd to assist, A prophet mtty reveal the se- 

f Crets of heavent and oi futurity, but in his mo* 

rt|l precepts he can only repeat the lessons of 

^k t>wn heaits. 

^VThe Jirttrles of faith, and practical duties of 
^baffi, are guarded by rewards and puni laments; 
^fte expectation of the Massulman is devoutly 
fixed on the event of the jud^nnent and the last 
d;iy. On the omnipntence of the Creatotj Mo- 
hammed aiid his follov. ers rely, whose wtrrd can 
ate the breatliless clay, and collect the 
bJe atoms that no lonnrer retain their 
or substance* 1 he reunion of the soul 
body will be followed by the final judgment 
" ind. The drom of the infidels is com» 
measure of their guilt and punUlmv^tCt ' 
ltd h/ the degree, of evidence v?\v\c\x 
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•they have rejected, and by the magnttode c 
errors which they have entertained. The ct 

* mansions of the Christians, Jews, and idol; 
are sunk below each other in the abyss, an 
lowest hell is reserved for the faithless 1 
c rites, who have assumed the mask of reli 
After the greater part of mankind has 
condemned for their opinions, the true beli 
will be judged by their actions. I'he goo< 
evil of each Mu ssulman will be accurately w 
ed in a real or allegorical balance, and a s 
lar mode of compensation will be allowe 
the payment of injuries : the aggressor wi 
fund an equivalent of his own eood action 
the benefit of the person whom he has wroi 
and, if he should be destitute of any i 
property, the weight of his sins will be Ic 
with an adequate share of the demerits o 
sufferer. According as the shares of gu 
virtue shall preponderate, the sentence w 
pronounced, and all, w^ithout distinction] 
pass over the sharp and perilous bridge o 
abyss ; but the innocent, treading in the 
steps of Mohammed, will gloriously ente 
gates of Paradise, while the guilty will fal 
the first and mildest of the seven hells. 
term of expiation will vary from nine hui 
to seven thousand years 5 but all the discip 
the true faith shall be saved from eternal 
nation. Seventy-two Houris, or black-eyed 
of resplendent beauty, blooming youth, virgi 
rity, and exquisite sensibility, will be create 
the meanest believer; a moment of pleasun 
be }M-olonged to a thousand years, and his i 
ties will be increased an hundred fold> to n 
him worthy of his felicity. Nevertheless, th< 
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of the Mohammetlan paradise will not be con* 
fined to the indulgence of luxury and appetite^: 
aad die prcphet has expressly dt^clared^ that all 
meaner happiness will be forgotten and despised 
b^ the .sainu and manyr;;, who shall be admitted 
toibe beatiiuJe of the divine vision. 

Such are the leading traits of the Koran : 
die taknts of the prophet are entitled to our 
Ipplause^ and his success attracts our admira- 
tion* Are we surprised that a multitude of 
proselytes should embrace the doctrine, and 
fiDulaie the zeal of an eloijuent fanatic ? Does 
k seem incredible, that a private citizen should 
grasp the sword and the sceptre, subdue his xi^* 
tire country, and erect a monarchy by hU viq- 
f^ous arms ? In thi; changing picture of the 
ipasties of ilie East, one hundred fortunate 
usuqjers have arisen from a baser origin, sur- 
mounted more fornriJiible obtacles^ and hllt^d j. 
litger scope of empire and conquest. Muliiirn- 
med wai alike instructed to preucb and to iii^^Ia^ 
and the union oi thc^^e fsppoi^ito qu:ditie^T while 
k enhanced his nierit, contribnU'd to hi'; sue- 
ccis : the opi:riUiun of ti>rce and persuasion, of 
endiusfasm and fear, coniiniuiUy acted on e.tL'h 
tlher, till every IjiLrnL-r yield L-d to ilieir irrc^JMr- 
ble power. His v o : e e i iiv 1 1 et I the A rah s i u fj ee - 
iom and victory; to iutsis \md rapine; to the 
inJulgL*nce ol Llteir ditrluij; passions in this werlij 
itkd the other; the restnniirs wbiclj he iinpin»ed 
irere ref|utsite in e^t.tblish tlte credit nf the jivu- 
^hct, and to e^ercr'^i^ tlse ofiedicncc oi the pecfjilt:^ 
lud the only oliitucle to his success was his ja- 
tional creed tit the unity and purfections of tlie 
Deity- Jint it is not so mucli the propagation, 
U the permanency of his rehgion, that exciit:^ 
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CHAP. IV. 

Empire of the Arabs y under the Caliphs f CMtinmi ' 

'^1[7E have broken the thread of our nanip 
^ y tive, in order to give a succinct view of 
the MohiimmcJan religion, which, on account 
of its long establishment and extensive progrol , 
over a great part of the habitable globe, xncrici 
the attention of the historian. \Vc shall no» 
resume the subject. 
. j^ Moawlyah II, the son of Ye-/.id|V« 
" ' , * proclaimed caliph at Damascus the daf 'jC 
on wluch his fatlier died. This yooa^ C. 
prince was of a religious disposition, but of a veiy '.." 
v.'cak constitution; fearing lest, through igno* j^ 
ranee, he should do \^Tong, he si^ught the advlct i!"; 
of his preceptor, Omar, who told nini, that if 1* k" 
fount! himself equal to the duties of the arduoMft, 
post, he ought to accept of tl\e dignity offer4^^' 
him, but it not, he oui^ht to decline it. FinJ* \^ 
ing himself, in a short time, ti^o weak tosustail ^ 
tlie weight v£ govornmcnL, he resolved to relia* T 
quish his higli station, lie made his abdicatifll " 
in due form, ami the chit^fs pn>coeding to ane« \ 
election, the choice fell upon Merwan, when th0 ; 
late monarch made a speech to the folhnviiig . 
effect : " My grandfather, M<xiwiyah, deprived .' 
a man more worthy than himself of the c;ili- ' 
phate ; nor did my fatlicr merit that digr.it/i ,^ 
though he obtained it. For my own part, 1 ad 
determined not to h:t\e an :iccount to give of so 
weiglity a charj;e as tl;e government of llie ■ 

m. Mu!:sul- 



SHt when 1 appear in the presence of 
i ihureinre will invuftt the person t4i;tt 
ti you best, with tht^ authority of ca^ 

mh had no saoner abdicated tht go* 
, limit h^ shut hiTTii^elf up in hk chnm- 
whence he dtd not remove till he died. 
wu\ between hia abdication und deatJi 

in Telipiousi exercises i he was i*ur* 
f wny 01 ridicule, the '* Fathtir of tho 
>«cnui!t: the stable of hi.% healthy and hi,* 
''cakness, did not allow him to appear 
oad in ihu day-tinie. The h*juse of 
i was so exasperated at hii> abdicationi 
lembers of it buried alive hifi maitcft 
ey supposed to have been the person 
fitted that resaU^tion ; the iascnptioit 
J was, '* the world b a chcaC^ He 
ue behind him. 
» provinces of the Moslem empire, ex- 

of Syria, concurred, soon after the 
Yc/id, to advance Zohcir to the ca- 
nd he ciiused himself to be inaiigu- 
Mccca : the people of that city had 
;rcd in his lUvour, and their example 
eJi.itcly roll()VvV.>cl by the cili/cns of 

i'ut llie lioiisc ()\ Omiiiiv.ih, pcrreiv- 
lar.(.;t;r, rc'.ulvcd to Man J U}">on tlicir 
wcv, :uic! jji'dainied Meru'.'ui, 



A. D. 



al die li(.';id t-f lliein, the lawful 

ftcr l!:e draih r t' Moawiyah II. 

Icni en-.piic was, theietove, at this linu', 

iito iwo i.ir'i(.iis, aiul all possihle nu'.- 

re iiiijh-yeci In dispose l)oih parlies t(» 

inioilaiion, hut 'aiiIimuI eilVf't. 'I'hc 

a bulh :.;des, cf im^iiiiiJ.'d hy Mei - 



tisnce of hm 
martyr wui ex 

and aijiiy thou; 
»6rv ic*, by an 
niu, tbt conq' 
new mfirtarcli i tlie 
tbv vjilour of hia r** 
AUi he iie^ociatcd ' 
Hussan, who retiTcdl 
lorob of his _ 
of ihc calip^i H^' 
poitant ch.L 
kingdom* 1 t^u 
ed the oath of fideh"i 
\^'tyah were conduc 

wiiv procLiimed the 
and the siiccesifjf 




fiCHi m^heti I appear in die presence of 
[and thereinte will inviist the per'jon th^t 
ika^€ jou best, with the ^uLhority of ca- 

,^iyah had no sooner abdicated the go~ 
irnt, than he shut himself up in his clitim- 
whence he did not remove till he died* 
i benreen his abdication *^nd death 
in ielii*ious exercises ; he was ^ur- 
, by way of ridicule, the ** Fatlier of the 
because the state of his healdi, and hiii 
weakness, did not allow him lo appear 
abroad in the day-lime. The house of 
yah w lis so e^iasperated at his abdication, 
eiriembers of it byricd alive his master, 
they supposed to have been the persoa 
iggeated that resolution ; the inscription 
seal was, ** the world is a ihaL*^ He 
i&stie behind him. 

tile provinces of the Moslem empire, er- 
>aTt i>f Syria, concurred, soon after the 
of Yexidj lo advance Zobeir to the ca- , 

^, and he caused himself to be inaugu- ^M 
at Mecca; the people of that city liad ^U 
*clared in his favour, and their exannple * 

mmciljiitely followed by the citi/cils of 
a* But the hmtse of Ommiyiih, pcrcetv-* 
e danger, resolved to stand upon their 
deience<» and proclaimed Merwan, * ry , 
as ut the head of them, the lawful '^qa ** 
, after the death of Mgawiyah IT, 
kislem err.pire \^^as, therefore, at this time, 
sd mto two far lions, ^nd all passible me- 
were employed to dispose htuh parties to 
caminodaLi on* but without eii'ect* Thi^ 
o^ both i/des, cnminarijcd by lAtt- 

f 2 \\'aTvl 
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wan and Dchak< found themselves oblig 
come to a general action. The battle was f 
in the plains of Damascus, and Merwan 
off victorious ; he was, soon after, acknov 
ed as sovereign, and the people every wIm 
newed their oath of fidelity to Merwan. 

Soon after his accession, Merwan adv: 
at the head of a considerable army, to the 
tiers of Egypt- His troops 'quickly pos 
themselves of that country, and obliged t 
habitants to take tlie oath of allegiance. 

In the 65th year of the Hegira the foll<yw 
All assembled, at Cufa, in order to revenj 
death of Hosein. For this purpose the^ 
circular letters to their friends, inviting tf 
contribute all in their power to the execut 
so laudable a design. At the head of 
was Soliman, one of Mohammed's friends 
sequently a very old man, in great repul 
his attachment to religion, but little enc 
with military virtues. He acted^ as if zeal 
supply the place of every other virtue. I 
bis command was formed a species of en 
composed of pious Mussulmen, who cro 
to his standard : their cry was vengeam 
Hosein, and, like true enthusiasts, they 
willing to devote themselves to death i 
cause. " My child," said a father to his ' 
ing daughter, who conjured him not to 
her, «« thy father abandons all, to return to C 
The general himself, being impressed with 
sentiments, inspired his soldiers with the s 
" It is frr the world to come," said he, *• 
not for this, that you fight; therefore, whai 
may be the event cf the present expediuon, 
jnajr depend hereai'ter ou eleirkal hu^piness. 
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Dliman conducted Thorn in Hosein's tomb, 
re they pcured {onh tlic mast wt.fnl hiwtni' 
^ns, and wbhed thuy had dted with him. 
Soliuian comniandt'd ihem to march, they 
; threw themselves on the grave, And intreat:* 
|is forgiveneLss, All, however^ were not ^n 
>iis» some oi them ev«n ivithdrewi which 
^ir general perceiving, iiaid to his faithful fai- 
rs i ** ITie A I mighly does not approve tliat 
deserters should unite themselves to tis ; 
or c^or ^dviintage tliat fee separates th^ftrii 
efore praise him and the prophet." With 
ess cif cnnlident e he led those wretched 
n% 10 iiaitle, ^^ho were all nia?;sacred, ex- 
those wboAc prudence or ag^ilky a si is ted 
JIT fli;,'ht: this Wiiji one of the principiil 
M s of >Terwan's reign, ^vhich was not of a 
■'s contijutancf. 

iitai, one Vi ao h^d deserted from Sol t man's 
lardj assembled the iiCiittered troops now 
in m i^e from iJiiifortunet and with them garn- 
^onsidcrable sttcccss. 'Hie rcmaiuvler of tliyir 
ncj credulity he turned to his own aUvantaf^e. 
E*d a pDVtnble thnmc, tn which he attri- 
! ertniordrn:iry virtuci., to be pari^ded tJi rou^^h 
ip, and rn^rried on a mtdc in the rear nf 
rmy, ** TIu\ throne/* 5^aid he to his troops 
ill be a* uicfui to you a& the aik of the co- 
in: was to the Israeli tei?." At first they were 
ce^sfalj and considered themselves indebted 
[rictary to this paj^eantj which tlicy worship^ 
I sm idol ; but its virtues soon ceased, and 
il reverEe of fortune ensued ; their general 
islam* and his troops dUpersed, From this 
wandering hordes were formed , dt^tkalfe 
ysrf priaciphf and loudly exptess.mf[, tWw 
F 3 cota^tsx^^ 
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conteiDpt of all prcwernment, both tempoi 

spiritual : massacre and plunder were the 

jfion and their law. C^ne of them, mcc 

iady oi great beauty, seemed inclined tc 

her—" What !" said his associates, •* ai 

vanquished by her ch;irms? thou denie 

A jv fiiith," and instantly struck oiF4ii 

«• , ' '^^^^ * sabre. Abdalmalec rose si 

to hit rivals, and succeeded his 

Merwan. 

In the sixty-ninth of the Hegira, he m 
against Zobeir, and appointed Amru go 
of Damascus, who, durinj^ his absence, 
the government for liiinsel*", wLich oblij 
calipTi to lay ijside his intended expe 
When Abdalualec arrived at Damascu! 
ral skhmishcs h:ippe:icd between his troo 
Amru's men, bui, by tlie intervention 
women, a treaty was concluded, and the 
tranquillity restored. However, the cali 
dered his coinpotitdr to l>e disarmed, fc 
and his lore terih beat out. He then v 
evening prayers, and left the execution of 
to his brotlicr, w)io refused to be the insti 
of his death. '1 he caliph returned, and 
ing, to his great surprise, that Amru w; 
alive, ordered him inst.mtly to he slain. 
Amru's brnther, armed a thousand slave 
attacked the calipii's palace ; they force< 
die gates, killed several of the guards, an 
ypon the point of entering, when the 
within threw Amru's head among them, 
so cooled their ardour, that they desiste« 
the attempt, and some money having be 
tributed among them, they retired to tl 
spcctive kibitations. Their risglcader> ' 



^nclemned to die, wlifcb f^uni^liinefit was, 

I' commmtd for a in£>nih*s imprison- 
palec fiaVmir ^^w occaittm ftjr all his 
reduce Zobdr, in Ara^ta, and Mii,^al>i 
er. In Irak, to obedience* ■w-us not M^ 
rch ag4insl the Greek';, v^bn mn. le iin hi- 
1 into *iyria, iiiEt agreed to pjiy the Greek 
W a certtiin stiiir, tci mdtice hUii to with* 
lis trorps from the Moslem lerritai ics, 
[almalec, bcmp- resolved to undevLake nn 
tion ag.ihi?it Mus^ili. pnt to denth Amrtv*jg 
^al acccimplkes* Mn^ubt havhvg rrcdvcd 
jrnce c»f tlie c^dSph's desi^, pepsired 
f for the tx^^t. In tbc mraii Tinic Ah- 
lec sent leiteis ftdl nf prnnii?^es to Mus;ib*s 
f men, and, among tbe re^t> to Ibrabim* 
f% Itcutenjint, "^vlio deHvered it iKt his inas- 
nselfi decUrinq: th;tt he should persUt in 
elUy, and advised bins to btheiid M xhn^e 
m^ hjtd re;i5on to suspect to be in AlxLtl- 
^ftter«st| bin Musab tint npprtjvinfr (tf 
PWient, Ibrahim pressed httn to put iheni 
an jirrest till his o^vn futu was dciorniined ; 
t if he should be defeated by Abdiilmtilrc, 

Rds rn!|^ht he cut off 'ipon the iir^ ^r- 
he hmi nex^s ; but if he obtained u vic- 
'might muke a compliment rif thena to 
if**. As fr>r Abdiilm:tlcc, his fwbjecls 
jf^ured to prevail n|ion him not wjgctCie 
H| tfl the har^ards I'f war, hut tlH^^B 
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any of hit generals, led hit forces int 
'Jlie two armies came in sight of ca 
Masken. The trcops of Irakt 
custom, resolved to desert Musaln ntliei 
expose their country to the ravages of a J 
army. Musab, being pressed on all ndes* i 
voured to prevail upon his son to make hb.i 
to Mecca, and acquaint his uncle* Abd 
with the ^rfidy of Irak ; but be refused I 
sert his iaiher at that perilous conjuiicti»%| 
daring that he would not survive hinu C 
coiitiary, ho advised him to retreat first to 1 
and iit'terwards to Mecca, but Masab wcm 
licar vf ihc proposal ; he would not event 
oi' (luartcr offered him by the caliph, but i_ 
mined to die on the field of battle* His i 
therefore, wlu) was resolved not to forsake 1 
and he, ni sliiiig into the midst of the ( 
fi)iij:ht like men animated by despair ; a 
ter liavin*; destroyed several Syrians with 
c.w n hands, were both laid dead upon the 
Miisah's head was carried to the caliph^ 
otFcred the bearer a larpe reward, which he l 
iiised, sa\inp:, that as he had slain Mus^ 1 
gi atiiy his own private resentment, he had I 
tide to it. After the battle of Maskent CA\ 
opened its eates to the Syrian caliph. Irak sol 
mittcd, and the people of the provinces came i 
crowds to render him their allegiance. Afttr 
the conclusion of that ceremony, he ordered 
vast sums of money to be distributed amoif^ 
them, and gave a splendid entertainment to ha 
new subjects, to which even the meanest wtri 
admitted. 

As Abdalmalec sat at uble, the head of Ib- 
S2b was brought him. Oi« c£ ^^ ^a^i^ «b^ 

>ai^ 
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n ilib saiue pl;ices;iiJ, '< Hrrehavc 

*s to MdUimI ; Mokbtai*s to Mus;tb x 
Musab*s to ycm/' Abil.ilmakc caused 
in be immediately deiri dished, lest his 
qIU al^o be citn-ied tliither* At the ca* 
^" Jt an old man, whose conversution 
ae;i of the simplicity of that pe* 
i> ruLi dhh diy you prefer ?" said the 
him* ** An ass*s he:id well seiisoned ^nd 
' , ^'y^d tlje vetcnin : ** that b but un 
i .** said the caliph, ** what say yi^u 

tu tT a f^houMer of a sucking lamb, wdl 
a JHid covered v ith butter juid milk/* 
^e see that b«i little variatioti had taken 
It! the dishes and cookery of the"^e coun- 
IIP here Abraham, seventeen hundred year^ 
^ had oifered tlie angels, as a deiicacy, a 
1 calff witfi satice made of milk and 

19S l>eeri re marked, that, after Ho seines 

AbdallaJi had assumed the digmty of 
f, whkh he might h^ive pn?senred, had he 
ited to reside at Damascus i but he chose 
ifine himself to Arabui; Ijis forces ^'ere 
ncon^i durable, compared ivith those of bis 
m\U Abdalmalec, who united the armies 
ria* and of other piirts of the empire sub- 
> bis controui. With these numerous bat- 
K, all commanded by brave generals ^c 
H obliged his rival to retieai from post to 
till, at lengthj Mec€;& wus the only place 
mmp: to him. 

r .tliantlT defended Himself during 

. At lei^gth he \\*as dc^erte^i by 

^ii his frkads, ten thousand o£ tie xic^'l* 
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bitants, aad even by his two tons. 1 
of the enemy ofiered hirh any tent 
condition only of his restgninff his 
and acknowledging the caltpn of 
Althaugh he was then sevent^tw 
age, his mother, the daughter or Ab 
vet alivei whom he consulted on th 
but she» not enduring the thought of 
son reduced to a private station, ex 
not to survive the loss of his dignl 
last visit he paid her» she observed 
coat of mail, which she advised him 
that his deadi might not be lingerir 
pressed some fears lest his body sh< 
posed to the enemy's insults ; to wh 
plied, ** a dead sheep does not fe< 
nayed." After bidding his mothei 
well, Abd:illah 'rushed into the mi 
besiegers, and slew a great number c 
at length received himself a mortal 
his death, Abdalmalec remained 
which dignity he possessed thirteen ] 
viously tb Abdallah^s last action, . 
had offered him, if he would submi 
public revenues of Khorasan for s 
This proposal so incensed that comn 
he forced the ca'iph's messenger to 
ter that he had brought. 

Abdalmalec had a general name 
whom he gave the government of Ii 
habitants of which had formerly d< 
sein, and had not proved more fait 
iiallah. On Hejaj's arrival at Cufa 
tal, they crow.ted round him : — *^ 
sity," said he, " shall soon be gr 
jbiJJ knew nie before it is long ;" 



^gM the pwlpk of ihe niosriii*?, ImningT^B 
^vni m very ^vere termsi on tlicir f^^nptfr iiisur- 
^^tjom, itj}4 svri re that he would not piirdon 
^■^ thirt shnald be gLitkf in futtire, .^ftcra 
^W^» cRstin^ hh fiery e) es round on the aii- 
^■^ce» lie cxcLiimed, what numl'sers *>¥ heads do 
^BWi^Id ready tn be struck f^fF! what qiiaini- 
^Bs of turhans and boards biitiied tn blc^od I 
^■^4j was aitendeJ by iweKe th cm sand j/iljicrs 
■bubleof putting his threars into eireciitTen. 
^§ I lose who had any hand in the mi!rdi.T (if 
^•KfiJati rere the priiKJpal objects nf his fuiy, 
^V» at Ciifii ^nd Basra. To give the Basnins 
Hy*^eof his dj^cipHne* he caused one nf tlieirij 
^Bo bad been informed against as a relieb to he 
^Braded nn rhe spot, in short* his coTiJitct 
^■fiuspenited the people rf frak, that they 
Hpedan insurrection a;^'i2inst him; bnt» having 
^Bited them in u pltciicd batlie, and behea;tcd 
^K- leaders, he returned to B:isni* 
^B the si'vciity-sixth year ot the Hep:!^, Sa^eh 
^■Shebib took up arms against the caliphs 
^B had both been on a pilgriinage at Mecca, 
^Breceding yeiir, when Abdalmalcc Vrd.$ thcrUf 
SoT formed a conspiracy again^^t hiiii* Tiie 
llfphi apprise*] of diisj ordered Hejaj lo seize 
tern, but they eUided his vig-ilance, and made 

' escape. Sal eh remained sec me a month 
fa, and concerted the most prnpcr mea- 
with his friends to carry his design into 

Utioii^ Tliat branch of the Kharijitcs that 
red htm, %vent under the name of iSafrians, 

[appeared now, for the first time. In arms. 
was a man much ^iven to devotioii, ;ind 

[ many iullowers in Mawsel and Mcsopota- 
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snla, to whom he frequently read and c 
theKoraiu 

Once, wlule he was faarangoiag his 
in order to in&pire them wttE sentime 
.horrcnce» both of the caliph and Hej 
celved a letter from Shebibt complami 
negligence* Saleh, in < his answer, as 
that he was waiting only fior hts arriva 
to enter upon action* This indmatic 
Shd>ib, he immediately joined Saldi 
in Mesq>otamia9 of which Moham 
Merwan was at that time govemor. 
janction» they seized some of Moi 
horses, upon which they mounted theii 
The governor, despising their number 
Adi to march against thenb He ad 
Daras, where &e Safrians had posi 
selves, but having no inclination to 
withstanding the superiority of his nu 

fave Saleh to understand, that if he \ 
fesopoumia, and invade some other 
he would not oppose him. This prop 
rejected, unless Adi would declare i 
be of the same religious and political : 
with the Safrians, who acknowledged 
chief. I o this Adi would not agree, 
after, not being sufficiently upon his 
was surprised by his enemy, who att; 
while he was saying the noon prayer: 
him, and made themselves masters of 
Mohammed, receiving advice ot' this 
dered two of his generals, ^vitli three 
men, to advance against the Separa 
coming up with them near Amida, a 
diet ensued. The rebels behaved ^ 



I and defended tbemselves wiiL irnparal* 
'"tiTpiditj, till tlie approach of nrgh: pul " 
'^ *o the action ; ihough^ Ending tlK^iriselve^ 
'*^ to nppose die caliph's fcrct^s^ they vooil 
^ f?fi!T?d, with great precipita.tioii» to Mawst; 
J e to Descara* 

g been informed that tlic Safi-lant 
f ti'<; command of Siileh aiid 8 he bib h;id 
; post to Damascus, sent Al Hareth to drive 
from thence with a body of fire ti^ousand 
The tuo aiTDies ficed each other at a 
vilWe upon die I'igris, where diey en* 
I Sjueh was killed on the spotj bat Shebib 
hk retreat in ^ood order to a neighbour- 
litJe J from thence he made a sally npru 
emy, woiindcd the general himself, and 
ted ihe most considerable pint of the army. 
t victory Sbebib aiumated !ns friends, and 
e terribie to Hejaj, who -v^Tote to tlie ca- 
>r a reinforce meut, in order to enable him 
rpate ihM Safrians under the com maud <4 
h After he had been jo'med hy these sue- 
lie engaged SHebib in llie plains ol Cufa, 
Itlrtly defeated him* Although Shebib 
iveral times repulsed th*;^ ctliph's forc*?s, 
I at last pin to fliglit, and hi !^ horse, by 
fit* threw him into the river. The first 
p tmerged, he said, " when God decrees 
U it is doue^** and the second, ** tins is 
n-cc of the Along hty;*' upun which the 
Xit being struck utth leiTinr, ciicd iJUtg 
Jill per or nf tfcc taitiiful is drowned," His 
ring drawn up witli a ncl, they cut otf 
and sent it to Hejuj > who was greatly 
d at the slight of it. 
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The' Massulmen soon after invftSfed 
with a very considerable force; made _^ 
masters of Carthag^».and oyerran' the 
countrf , which, in the earlier ages, ml' 
to that city ; but they were soon expelled by JJ 
the patrician, a. man of great valour and < 
ence, whom the emperor had sent agunst 
llie Arabs, to "repair the great losses tbej 
sustained, equipped another fleet, and, reCi ^ 
to Africa, obliged John to fly to the 
where he embarked with the troops 
command for Constantinople. . . 

In the 80th year of the Hegira, the 
sent a general, called Mohammed, with a 
erful army into Persia. About the same 
Heniclius, one of Tiberius's generals, tal 
advantage of the divisions that now re' 
amongst the Arabs, penetrated into Syria, 
la ted the adjacent territory, and put to the j 
about two hundred thousand of the enemy. 

Heiaj .built a city upon the Tigris, which M 
called Waset. The name, signifies the midJki M 
the Arabic language, because this city stood n 
the midway between Basra and Cufa. Aboii 
this time the nobility of Armenia drove the Arahi 
out of their country, and sent to Tiberius foe » 
si stance. In the mean time, Mohammed, oal 
of the caliph's generals, entering Armenia wMl 
a powerful army, recovered that province ; aii4 
having got the authors of the revolt into U 
hands, burnt them all alive. Encouraged " 
this success, the Mussulmen invaded Ciliciani 
were, to the number often thousand, eitheri 
in pieces by Heraclius, or taken prisoners li 
sent in chains to Constantinople. Inthefol' 




rimitgt? UirJit^n 1 his caliph, Aso trbuilt 
emple of MttJiiiii, wheru Mohiiinmcd and 
rst caliphs hy iiitcireJ j h w;js a mvicli 
fwjierb iind miigniikLnit struetme than tht; 
;r I *iiid, in order to tender it more ^mindt 
alid oidercd the houses destined lor the 
dons of the prophet's wives to be demo- 
This gave ment offence to the iidLibi- 
of Medin;i. Wrth'd caused a most famous 
uc to be built at Damascus, to wJiieh he 
i the superb church of St. John the Bapu&ti 
aad heen enriched with Jiuuiy invaluable or- 
?ms by tlie Greek emperors. Many other 
i he adorned with mosques, and waj the 
whit fminded an hospital for the sick ; and 
caravansaries, or inns lor the traveller imd 
: ranger* 

a recom pence for his serviceSf Al Walid 
Uted Hej^j xo isettle In a sm;dl principt*lit5r 
ersia, where he lived as srvereigni and died 
ably at the age of fiity-ti\'Te* allhtm^h he 
!*termiTiated *Ji»e hundred and twenty thou- 
people by the fliwordi and sntfered eighty 
Ifiund lo [>erish In prisou* without reckoning 
ncunissacrirKed in wiir, during twenty years 
he commanded the armies^ and governed the 
pccted provimcs with a rod oi' iron* At- 
once to justify his conduct, he made 
following tenits : ** God has ^iven me 
T over yen; iind though \ \x^t'\X^\^ 
G 2 si^HWVi 
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Bcverkj, do not Hatter yourselves xh^t w 
zm dead, you will escape chastisenicnt ; fm 
ha^ a multitude of servants; and, afte 
death, he wtli send you one ^ho wlU execu 
orders re^pectio^ you, perhaps, with more t 
than I do* Would you have the prince 
and geatle» follow the dictates of justice 
obey his commands ; your own conduct n 
the principle and the cause of either tlie gt 
bad trcamient that you receive from him. 
ttovereigti and his lieulenaat may be aptly 
pared to a looking-glass: — all that appe 
this glass IS hiit the refleiton and image i 
objects placed before it." 

Walking one day in tlie country, be u 
Arab of the de*iert, and asked him " Who 
Hejaj they talk so much about ? ** A very ^ 
■man," replied the Arab. ** Dost thou 
me ?•" resumed the govemon ^ No." " 
I am that Hefaj, of whom thou qseak 
harshly." Without betraying die smallest 
tion, the Arab rejoined, *• Do you fcao!rtr 
am ?" " No." ** Well, I belong to ^e : 
of Zobeir, whose descendants have a fit a 
nity three days in the 7ear> aad this is • 
them." 

Hejaj admired the ingenious evasion 
commended the Arab's presence of mind, 
ing condemned some omcers to sufier deat 
among the nomba" petitioned Hejaj to gra 
his lite, on the plea of his having some tii 
fore reproved a man for speaking ill oi 
** Have you any witness?* said me gov 
** I have," replied th^/ captive immed 
naming an officer present, also under sentc 
dentb* rhelatter decbxeditwasa&c^. 



continued tiejiij, ** 4iJ not you, as well 

niTaJe, prevent their ticfiimmg me^'^ 

amwL^red tliis hnrtpid m:in, ** you 

caemy*^* He extended iii^ pariitm to 

ice he mhsed his wny ^s he Wii^ huniing< 
t*n*mvi himself in the midst of an herd of cu- 
ll llsieou^^4.*^ was leading tAi'm to puslurej 
Ji J animals were startled^ and the Aiab, in a 
, asked, *' WJuit fellow is i}m in fine 
comt; into tli^ Jesert: to sc;irc my citmels! 
H>d's curse h^^ht upf^n him," Hejaj beg^ 
nnrdnn, and ai*ked him for u lutlc water, 
I j" said the clown rudely, *• and di^aw 
. *oiirself." The govirnor enquired 
-L' tliou|;ht of the eniperur ; the Arab he- 
; *' -ment, iirjd tl»cn tiiJ nr-t conceal that 
him vi very h.id prince. " Why ?*' 
iLj^Lj. " Ikciiuse he lias sent us for a go- 
•7 the most wicked m;in upon eartb." 
cely had he spoken when the govtinior's 
prrd appeared; the Arab was commanded to 
n\d the:Ti, I he following day» Hcjaj invited 
to diiioLT ; thL' company ait and conversed. 
a} introduced ibc advciunre&of ihe preceding 
, when the Arab interrupted hiiu, saymg, 
od prosper you in all things ; bni, lespecting 
secret of ye^lerdayi take care you do not di- 
eit to-d;iy/' *' I will noti" replied he, " on 
ctmditicn ; ciiher that thou remain in my 
L'e, or that I send thee to tJie emperor, in- 
11 ng him, at the same time* tiiy opinion of 
pf *« There is a durd way much prcterable 
idler of these," returned the Arab* " What 
}»* « Xo order me to return home, and m-iy 
G 3 -^t 
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we nertr meet a^at a . " Hej uj permi tte d liiio i 
4epart» and ma de htm a haiidsome present. 

Nor must we omit a^nother very iDgeuinusK 
ply made' by KiimeilT whom Hejaj accused i 
having loaded htm with the following imprca 
dons: ** May God bhicken his visage ; may K 
throat be cut, and his blood shed." ^> It is ver 
true/' amwei^ Kumeil ; " I did say all tli 
in the garden; — I was standing under a vioi 
looking at <5f>nie bun elves of grapes that were m 
yet ripe, and I wished them to torn black» dM 
diey mieht be cut down and made into wineJ 
This explanation saved' his life. Tlie same goo 
fortune did not attend his astrologer; who bhmd 
foretold Hejaj's death ; adding some proofs t 
the prediction. *' Well," said he, ** since yo 
are so clever, I may want your services in tl 
other world ; th^efore, yon shall set off befoi 
mc.'* He sent him there in reality. 

In the course pf the 95th year of the Hegir 
'Walid banished A I Abbas from Damascus 1 
Honein, where be begot twenty sons. The c 
11 ph also ordered \\\tn to receive seventy strip 
for meditating the murder of Salit. The Aral 
gained, this year, a complete victory over tl 
Goths in Spain, which paved the way to the a 
solute conquest of most of t}i^ ptoyifices of th 
Jcingdom. 

Roderic, being informed th^t the MussuIia 
bad landed a powerful army in Spain, and fpa 
terrible havoc in several parts of his dominioi 
assembled his whole force, and resolved to brii 
the enemy to a general action^ in order to det4 
mine his fate, as well as' that of his subjec 
Coming up with them} be attacked them w3 

. Stt 



[^rvated by a long peace, the victory 
nspciftse fcT eight ^'hole davs. ITie 
^If , dressed in hrs royal robes, with a 
DWTi upon his head, appeared, in an 
^harior, at the head of his army, and so 
ted hh tmops, ihat ihey performed wen* 
though, at leng^th, the enen\yj having re- 
new accessions to their strength, forced 
n a precipitate flight. (Tie Arabs pttrsuL^d 
Sng Guthg With so much ardour, that the 
5t parrof th<rm were killed, either in battle 
pursuit. Most of the Gothic nnbilky \\^ere 

Bl it is not Lert^iinly known ^vhether'Ro* 
[v«;d the destruction of his army. The 
f royally and his hrirse were found in a 
ce, though the enemy sought for his 
11 %Min. I'lie Ar.ibs this year were Hke- 
►rmidahle in ihc* easiet n parts of the world* 
lie nen ye.tr, Ai W'alid'ii governor of Egypt 
!t Mesr, wht'te hy had erected a hir^e and 
^n) OS (pie. W;thd himself also died this year, 
M buried at Damit^cus. He is said to have 
)d siixy-lhret* wives, the greatest part of 
he divorced. Ht' expended larre stims 
'ney tipoii public byilding':; at Damaseiis» 
lemi and Medina, The inscription of ht?i 
us *• O, Al Wklid, y«ju are to dle^ and 
ri account of your actions." 
Hbra^ :^ ' ' by his brother So- A jy 
^Httv Lirince, iurnamed *t*i c ' 

WEt^ il{ Uwdiv-.^> H .-redressed ' *'^' 
[evince* ^oniplitned of before Uh accession; 
! .ide; and released all the prisoners 

, e dominions, ejteept iUch tis had 

[ii^ citpiad crimes. Ct-iisiaya.Utv'^^TA^ 
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was attacked in his reign; and» in the space e( 
single year, the time which the siege laj^d, tluH 
thousand people died of a famine, and nexAj i 
equal number of the plague: but» on the otb 
hand, scarcely an Arab returned home to u 
the dismal tale. The same year Soliman depai 
ed this life, to the inexpressible regret of his sol 
iects. He was mild and merciful and a gres 
lover of women. He died> according to snan 
of a pain in his side; according to others* by pe 
son; but, with greater probability, of an ind 
gestion, as he is said, by Arab writers, to hv 
eaten not less than one hundred weight of nwi 
every day. 
A yv In obedience to Soliman's will, Om: 
J|u * II. was proclaimed calij>h the day c 
which his predecessor died. He so] 
pressed the soleran malediction pronounced I 
the caliphs of the house of Onimiy ah, against d 
name of Ali and all his fimily. On this, ti 
bigots exclaimed, «* The faith is in danger; ll 
faith is destroyed." He, nevertheless, abolishc 
the practice, which served as a signal of schis) 
among the Mohammedans, to perpetuate the x 
tipathy they vowed each other. As soon as Om; 
was saluted caliph, the finest horses were brougl 
him out of his predecessor's stables, all whic 
he refused ; and, mounting tlie horse he visual! 
rode when a private person, he went directly t 
his own house, being unwilling to incommoc 
his predecessor's family, which then resided i 
the palace : nor could he be pi*evailed upon l 
tak« possession of any of the apartments assigne 
him its caliph, till Soliman's domestics and n 
lations, abashed by his superior modesty, ha 
witiidra^vn themselves. 



irt> I'he general could not f<irbe',ir 
^lib ester FatimAj who %v,is Omar^swife* 
Sfefia^^ the empcrt^r of the fuiihf ul lo b^ ex- 
1 to any person*3i view in *o mean :4nJ sor^ 
C0ii4ttiorL ; but in order to justify her own 
ct*9a ihh occasioni she declaTedi that the 
bad BOt mocber shirt to put on- 
lit dispi^fiuott, Omar was extremeJr j'lstt 
lUSt und dtra^ty and had (i.ied hh mlnd^ 
ihmfuiKf* entirely upon the other world, 
hu deatK the 1^3 use to which he used 
fitly to reiirei bf'rng then shut up* W4« 
j 1 the Arabs hopint^;^ to discoi^er a consi* 
e treasure in i^ bat they were dts^p- 

jd II- was sainted Caliph the same * tx 
ut his predecessor iTcd, Little is ^,^^ * 
Pthis prince, except that he built §n- ' * 
noiques, and was n persecutor of Chrlsn*- 

aeven torbaJe a Chrhuati to be admired 



ft tMFtftB OF TRK A&ABS. 

acthreiatherebeUioiu Thepto|iIeofD 
of Basra and Cu£i> followed the examf 
citizens of Hemi» and met with the san 
Not witlmanding the success that Mei 
bitheito met withv in rendering all kv 
dcstffnsahortivet the parttsaos of the 
Al Abbas began to grow powerful in 
the provinces of the empire^ Merwvi 
his tteasoies into his armouyy* theseby 
n distrust of the inhabitants of Damasci 
alknated the minds of the Sjrians; bat 
aued to support himself* b^ the aid of 
pr« ops. Ibrahim* one cf his opponents 
his power; he cast him into pnson, in 
died by poison. Merwan himself was 
compelled to. flee into Egypt; where, h 
ken refuge in a mosque, be was shun a 
of sixty, and Abul Abbas» his chief c 
was acknowledged caliph in his stead* 
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iht Arahi contmvidt nnJcr the Cat^ti 
eflhi Family of jil Ahkmn 

,N Abul Abbas k\ SaJah came p^ jy 
to ihe throne, he eiercisetl the '^Iq 

shocking cruelties upon tlie mem- 
«3f the house of Ommiyab ; but, not with- 
•scapedi whose descendiint gssumed the title 
lipii in Spafn.. Though, on most other oc- 
this caliph was considered as mild and 
'mtj yet he shewed no pity to those whose 
us ions to the throne interfered with his owti, 
ben he had freed himself from all his compe- 
titors, and was, as he tliought, on tlie point of 
iSQJoying unintemipted happiness, he died of the 

ELl-po3£, after a reign of nearly five years. He 
a tender regard for the tamily iA Mcbam- 
, and was reckoned a prince of pious sep^ 
fits. 
Jpon the death of Al Saffah, his bro* * »v 
t, Al Mansur> was proclaimed caliph. *^r^ * 
k most celebrated events of his rei^ ' 
iHis expedition against the Turks, whcm he 
ire out of Armemii, and the conquest of Cilicia 
Cappadocia ; but he lost his inHucnce in 
fWbere Abdulr.tahman rendered himself as 
I bjr the magniiieent edifices, as Almansar 
"kstai ^*y tJtc building of Bagdad • 

on which Bagdad stands %vas a fine 
I plabj aad had notbmg upoa it but the 
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cell of ^Christian inonk> called Bagdad; an 
him the new city received its name. This f 
capital of the Mohajnmedan empire was fi 
in the hundred arid fotty^ninth year of tl 
jira ; it was then perfe^ly inclosed by i. 
UFally and flanked with a considerable nuo 
towers ; the caliph styled his new met 
** the City of Peace," either in allusion u 
salem, or because, at the time when it was 
ed» aU the commotions in his empire ha 
aided, and almost every nation in Asia ha 
mitted, or was become his tributary, and I 
jefis now enjo}'ed the sweets of peace^ v 
the least interruption « 

In the next year, Abu Hanifa, the foui 
the first of the foiu- sects of the Sonnites, i 
prison at Bagdad, where he had been confii 
refusing to be made a judge ; chusing rat 
he said, to be punished by them than bj 
Being asked why he declined the office, 
plied, " If I speak the truth, I am unfit 
if I tell a lie, a liar is not fit to be a judge 
is said he read over the Koran seven the 
times, while he was in prison. 

S'oon after Al Mansur had fixed his res 
at Bagdad, a famous Christian physicia 
brought to court, in order to cure the calij 
want of appetite and indigestion. The phy 
attended by his pupil, being introduced 
caliph, discoursed with him both in Persi 
Arabic, with the greatest fluency and elej 
assuring him, at the same time, that, wi 
divine assistance, he could cure him. T 
liph, charmed with his manners, orde 
sumptuous and costly vesture to be put 
him, ^issigntd him one of the best apsutsu 




^fcCe, and caused Iiim to be treated with 
BM respect. Tlie physichtn hiiving: ef- 
cure, Al Maiisur asked him one day i£ 
% mATtitd i Hp replied that he Imd a vilej 
was e\treiTiely infiriHj and mot abk lo rise 
bcT 3tJLU Upon this intimation, the caliph 
*. I i,,T>. ^ magnificent present, widi three 
k ^ii Is, vvhi ch, Jioweveff he retu nied 
at: Hjiv iirjsitairon, declaring that itwusnot 
il for a Christian to have more than one wife 
ime* Hih declaration excited A I Man- 
aslotitsJiitient j he dismissed him with un- 
'ossions ot esteem, and afterwards 
upon him widi great profusion* 
ic tiirje alter, the physician himself was ta* 
ttemely ilU and asked the Caliph*s permiii- 
DO return home, to see his son and family, 
> be bunVd with his bruthers, in case it 
[ please Gnd to put a pcnod to his days- 
istjr desired him to embrace Mohamme* 
and> in diat caje, promised him a certain 
iicm into paradise after his death* To 
f repbcd, ** O'emperur of the faitliful< I 
iterm ined to go to the phice where my ati* 
k reside in tlie other \^'l:>rld, wiietJier it he 
se or hell/' 'I'his reply excited the ca- 
laughter I who thereupon said : *vBut since 
ve been with me* l have been free from 
ladies with which I was before affile ted, 
Jiei^dTore, can 1 part with you?** The phy- 
promised CO leave behind h\m his pupiU 
this the caliph agreeings dismissed his 
ivifh a magniiiiiem present, and sent an 
with htm, eidier to conduce him to his 
» or in case of his death to com/cy lii* 
tboOr However t be arrived 'il \^tql^ 
H ^4 v»i% 



% 
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fife under die emmch'scoiidnct. Im^hki 
cooniiter his advaiicenieiitt beswi togiw 
tentioos, and was in tbe cod diadbiged 
tjie caliph's senrice* with a severe vetirooCi 
A jv In the 157th year of the Hiqin» t 
'^jT'mvot made terrible haTocitfefCij]. 
of MesopoCamia* nhich swept away 
g ie a t esl part ot the inhabitants in tnat ] 
while Musa, the caliph's goTenior« trei 
Christians with the ntnxMt rigour and i 

The following year Almansor. set on 
Bagdad, to perronn the pilgrimage to 
but he was taken so ill on the road* that he t 
for his son Al Mohdi, who attended him onl 
pilgrimage, to take his final feare of him. 
advise yon," said he, ** to condact yonndf ^ 
wards your relatives in public, with the ntmo4 
attention» because it will reflect honour and £hS 
on yourself. Increase the number of your fies* 
men, and treat them with kindness, as they vfl 
be of great service to yoUf in time of advenity* 
Enlarge not that part ofyoiu* capital erected oi 
the eastern parts of the llgris, as yon will netsi 
be able to finish it. Never permit your wo 
men to interfere in state afiairs. These are aq 
last commands; but, alas! I believe youwillnol 
attend to them ! they contain my dying wiAes 
and to God I recommend you." Tlien h 
took his leave of him, while they were both drova 
ed in tears. Al Mansur continued his jonmey 
though he grew worse and worse, till he expirei 
in his 64th year. He was carried to Mecca, vnicR 
after an hundred graves had been dug, that hi 
sepulchre might he concealed, he was interred 
A. D* Al Mansur had made a very splendii 

775. piJigrimage to Mecca^ but Al Mohdi's w 



1i ir rU. was accompanrcd with every ri» 

irinus clclicat7, 1 he caiudl 

jjn^^w, not only suiBcifm for 

II vi the party throu^^h the bum* 

AraUu, l>ut to prestM ve the iVuiu 

SLrnctl with him, and to cool his liquorsf 

l\ig rr ' J Mecca ; the? greuicr pstrt 

were sjlrung«r% to snow. 

irn wiih vA\c of Moh.iin* 

J lir ^jt'jtciovt^ly rcrelrcU. 

jLitcvt," said he iti hi% courtier ij, 

Aphot ever yaw the clipper, but had 

^ accept it, the peuplc would hiive 

jlit I iJcsfMscd tit and liinT been otfcnded/^ 

'ihiiTcd con<^iticr:ihlc iunis in the icmplo 

, ha n*sriire*d uliiit his imhi»r hnd extort- 

rel^iilCii a great number 

3^iird TO the duties of ht* 

■nee and appUciu 

r ly of lepriniand, 

an aihccT, *" How long will you be guilty 
fj n h : ' * To w 1 li c h t h e ot her re pUe d 9 
ti, ill pfense God to preserve your 

;jt. ^, ', ^olung s!i;iU wc commit fuults, 
•ck'iiamcy will pardon dicm.** 
■ thi^ tm^i\f a man named A I Mokanpsi 
a prophet ; he was eitremely tleform* 
'; lent an eye. To coiKeul this kst 
\iii coiistuully wore a vt:il» vr!i!( h he siid 
event those ^ho looked at him, from 
ir^lcd by the splendor t^( ills cotmie* 
He wu» It juggler as well a? a prophet, 
jmiotig hi St yila'r trick*!, he caused the »p- 
A moun to rise every ni^bt from tlje 
well, which gitiued liim the appel- 
Sea u Uit* mf^n-ffiakm Ha auai:U«d lo Wm* 
ii J v^M 





fienuca uiu zii<iii» wiieu iic wuiuu reiur 
make them masters of the whole earth. 

Al Mohdi persecuted with unceasing r 
all sectaries and heretics. In his reign a 
thecary, named Isa, set up for a physiciai 
of his favorite wives, being indisposed, 
female slave to consult him on her beha 
without mentioning her name. The slai 
sented the urine, saying, it was that of 
woman, who stood greatly in need of his 
ance. «« A poor woman/' said he, " n 
came from an illustrious princess, who i 
child of a king." The slave reported tl 
claration to her mistress, who sent a m 
cent present to the physician, with prom 
a still greater, should his prediction provi 
The princess was brought to bed of a sor 
she communicated the whole affair to 1 
liph, who was so well pleased with it, t 
sent for the physician, and heaped upc 



CJItlfHl* 

d to hiin, 
ed die ablution, and yet I wcuM 
u in the p^iblic prayers ;' * upon dits 
ipli slopped in ihc middle of the mosque, 
Amb had washed and puritied himself 
per fnnxiTier. Being one diy engaged 
^ match, and pressed with hunger 
lie bctotrk himself to an Arab's tent, 
to meet with &oFne relVe hment. The 
Vk broijght out his coat*fet brown bread 
yf milk, to the caliph, a^d then 
m a ju^ of wine. Al Mohdij having 
t good dinttght* usked the Ainb if he 
ihiiB ? *' N05" said the host ; ** I am one 
principal noblemen of tht caliph's court." 
m dnink a second draught, and repeated 
question, " Do yon know me ?" — ** You 
just now informed me/' answered the 
Al Mohdi replied, *« I am a mnch 
person than I maJe you believe/' At 
d draught he avowed himself to he the 
upon which the Arab carried off the 
and would not suffer him to drink any 
wine. At Mohdi, surprised at hi^ behu- 
asked him wliy he took a way hisj wine? 
Tab replied, " Because I am afraid that, 
take a fourth draught, you will tell me 
the prophet Mohammed ; and if, by 
a fifth, that you are God Almighty 
If/* This gentle rebuke so pleaned the 
I, ihat he eooid not forbear laughing, and, 
*ooti rejoined by his people, he ordertd a 
of stiver and a fine vest to be given the 
an, who had entertained him in so hos- 
a manner* The Arab, in a tran^^ ^-'rt of 
die good fantme ie bad met v(j\i\ii et» 
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claimed, ** I shall henceforth take 70a for ^ 
you pretend to be, even though you shi 
make yourself two or three times more c< 
derable than you have done.'' 

Al Mohdi's death was occasioned by a 
take ; one of his wives^ being jealous of his f 
rite, jg^ve her a poisoned pear> which she thoi 
worthy the caliph's acceptance, and prese 
it to him, without suspecting its pernicious < 
lity. The emperor had scarcely eaten it, be 
he w^ attacked with excruciating pains, : 
shortly after, expired. 
A jx He was succeeded by his son M 
i.Q**who, after his father's example, pi 
^* cuted the sectaries, and did not even s 
those of his own family. Pilgrimages, a 
tions, and prostrations, were turned by t 
into ridicule ; for which reason the caliphs 1 
more ptinctual in the observance of their se\ 
duties than before. 

In the 170th year of the Hegira, Musa, i 
ing liimself firmly settled upon the throne, f< 
ed a design to exclude his brother, Al Riis 
from the succession, with a vi^ of advan( 
his own son; but Yahya, a person of great n 
tation, and who filled the important oflSc 
visir, endeavoured to persuade him from ca 
ing such a design into execution. The ca 
})retended to be convinced by his reasoni 
while, at the same time, he gave private or 
to Harthamah to kill both his brother and 
visir. For that purpose he kept him one n: 
concealed in his palace, but, about midni; 
Harthamah heard the voice of the caliph's 
ther calling him, and bidding him come and 
iioic/Musa dead upoixln& bed* That prince 



13 to liave died sod den I y of a fit of cough* ^ 
L He was buried near the spot m wbiclj heH 
fe. -^ ^ bis brottteri Al Ra^liidt perf tinned ■ 
It service over himj and succeeded to 

Hfe^.«» hehg informed of Musn's death* . ^^ 
P^%r mediately to Al Kasiiid to uc ^^i^' 
fcnl Lim with the news, aiiti» bclrire bis 
BsttUTtri another of the calipb*s friends arrived 
Pcnftgratiikte hiin upon tl^e binb of n son | 
Itbmt the same night vms remarbibk- {.n ths M 
■th of one caJiph, the acceasiaa of ^notheri I 
K tlie birth of a tliird, < fl 

■kl Rasbk! appointed his son, Al Amin, bis I 
BcesK^r in the empire, and. after bira, setLle4 ■ 
■ right vf Nitccession iipon Al ^^^^mn. Th^ | 
hx year, tbp Vr-^bs made an iinipuon into the 
pTtories nf the Greek emperor, and defeated 
m CimMihn army sent b ■' thai prince to oppose M 
■tH* Diopenes, an imperial oflicer cf great ■ 
pk and bruvcry, toiiL'ther v Jth several other 
punanders, and a vast number of soldiers^ 
iiihed in the action* In th^ following year, 
m c;ilipb ^ent Al Hashemi info Egypt, to pre* 
fide over tl e government of tliat country. Abouc 
; same tiine, ^aafttr being taken extremely ill, — 
t calipb sr:nf his own jl^^s^iian to attend him, *■ 
biivrng wronirht a cure, jaafar chose tlici »l 
tDr's son, Ga^jriel, for his <Mn physician* I 
tfu wift?"ti Gabriel cured the caiSphS favoriie fl 
|l4iuiy in a VLij Jnguliir mimnen ^he had I 
i) !nst the n&e of her band* and every 
►iflras trifii to remove the ruilrmity, with* 
ecL* Gabriel^ who was already il> high f 
Sffmte for difficult cai-ei, w;u af pLi:d to. ™J 
Hqnestcd the caliph to desire the lady lo axu*^4. 
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hU lereet ^ich being done» he approached 
and began* before Uie whole circuit of 
tiers, to take off her clothes. This frei 
threw her into such confuuon, that she m 
violent effort, with her whole force, to pr 
him, and seized upon her garment with tiu 
affected* Upon \mich, turning to the soto 
he exclaimed, ** Emperor of Uie faithful, : 
cured !'* which proved to be the case. Al 
hid was so pleased with the event, that he i 
Gabriel a present of five hundred pieces oi 
ney, and ever afterward honoured him 
his esteem. 

In the course of the 179th year of the H( 
Al Rashid consulted all the principal dc 
of the law of Baedad, to know whether hi 
obliged to undertake a journey on foot to M 
in consequence of a vow he had formerly i 
Tliat prince being in great distress, and 
almost ovcrcN'helmcd with the affliction 
found himself oblieed to sustain, in the rei 
his brother, vowed to perform a pilgrima 
Mecca on foot, if it should please G^ ev 
deliver him out of those troubles. Hovi 
after his own elevation to the throne, ma 
his courtiers remonstrated with him, assi 
him that he was under no obligation to vis 
Caaba in the manner he pro|X)sed ; but the 
tors of the law, being applied to, unanim< 
were of opinion, that his former vow was 

fatory. He set out, therefore, from Bagd 
iecca, went thither, and returned to his ca 
on foot ; a pilgrimage that ^vas never after 
formed in the same manner, by any futun 
liph. We are told, however, that the i 
tlirough which he passed were covered with 



ets. tfld a variety of stuffs of very consi* 
ible price. 

the J^Oth year of the Hegira, Al Rashld 
chcd iiito tiie imperial provinces wtih an 
of ooe hundred and thirty-five thousand 
He first laid siege to Herackaj totik n^ 
[ reduced h to ashes ^ after which contjuest» 
ie himself master of several other towns. 
Ith^Q made a. descent upon tiie island of Cy- 
, the people cf which he pillaged and plun- 
i, in a dreadful manner. This success su 
Eiidated the Greek emperorj that he imme 
ly sent a tribute^ and concluded a peace 
, the caliph, upon the terms he thought fit 
rt'scribe; one of which was, that the city of 
leraclea should never be rebuihi The citiirn^ 
Toledo, at this time, rebelled against the 
kcm caliph^ Al Hakem, in Spain ; but that 
sent his son, with an army, again at dieir 
which they entered without the trouble and 
uf g siege^ put five thousand of them 
vtifd} and entirely e^itingutshed il:ye re- 
next 3fear, the caliph removed Ids lieute- 
lit from the governmt^iit uf KJior.isan, and 
cd tJie ^cce^sor in hrs sicad. The new 
lit had no sooner entered npf^n die go- 
: i>f the province assigned him, iJian hr 
tdfrcei^or, wl;o hud eAerciied tmheard- 
f^ t-j rh^rr^'^, to Al Ra^liid, Tlif rebel 
■ a forniitfahle prngieis in 
M^Uf Ai Kaslyd resolved 
inst hirn in person* 
i-al rendezvous of his forces was in 
I of Kakka^ from whence lie advanced 
of iheiii CO Bagdad* HMmg^^V 
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plied htstroops with every thing necc 
continued his march to the frontiers c 
where he was seized with an illness, wl 
more violent after he had entered the 
Finding himself not able to pursue h\s 
resigned the command of the army t 
Al Mumun; appointed many ezpen< 
ficcrs to serve under him ; and retiret 
to Tus, in Khorasan. The caliph s 
dream, at Rakka, before he departed : 
place, a hand over his head full of r 
and, at the same time, he heard the > 
person pronouncing tliese words : ** See 
m whicn Al Rashid is to be buried." 
stantly asked, " where ?'* and was ans 
the same voice, " at Tus," This wami 
ly discomposing him, he communicated 
to Gabriel, his physician, who assured 
It ought to give him no manner of cc 
dreams were but the phantoms prodi 
state of uneasiness, which in this case ' 
sioned by his anxiety to extinguish the 
lie ought, therefore, to dissipate his me 
by pursuing some favorite diversion, tl 
draw his attention another way. Tl 
therefore, for this purpose, prepared a 
cent entertainment for his principal 
which continued for several days ; he 
himself at the head of his troops, whei 
again attacked by the disorder, whicl 
ing, at length tlie prediction, comn 
to him in his dream, was fulfilled. Ji 
he died, he sent for Gabriel, his physi 
said to him, " Do you remember, Ga 
dream at Rakka? We are now arrive 



^flnee* tc cording to what was predicted ui 
r , oi oiy mteimcnt ; send one of my 

ii I etch me a hrindful of Ciirtli/' The 

Kb soon returned, and brought a handful 
fcd canh, which he iireseiited to the cjiliph 
■ his arm hulf bare j at the sight of which 
WjriTig prince exckjmed^ ** In tTiitb» thb i» 
I earth, and the verj ai m» that I ssiw m my 
km!'' His spirits failmg him, and his ma- 
w mcrtaimg, he dhd three djtys alter, and w^is i 
led m tht* ^-ime place* where a stately monu- 
K was erected to his memory. 
Phk c,il?ph was a person of great humimityt 
I had distinguished himself by his liberality, 
iciany Id poets, being excessively Ibnd of 
■b poetry, and hein^^ even capable of %\Tit- 
I TCT^*!? himscli"; he wa^; ma gn an imon% and 
pv^ jimi so de^'^ont, that he is said to have 
V or nine times on pilgrimages to 

4. , ,!e he was caliph. He spent a consi* 
■i^ time every day in prayer^ except when 
^Hfick, distributed larEe sums of money 
^^bhc poor, and carriea with him one hun- 
^^brtieJ men to Mecca; and when he did 
^^Blim^^il' tliillier, he furnished proper ac* 
^Hdaiions for dxat journey. 
^Hpi^ this reign, we arc told that there was 
^^vir^bie s*?lar eclipse at Alexaridriaj when 
^Hlr appeared* and the people were so struck 
^^■TTuri tliat they fell down up 014, their 
^^■tid implored the divine protect:ion# 
pnbi^hid, being onQ day told that there 
I A fool at Bagdadf who pretended to be 
M ' * ' for him* m order to discover whether 
y a ibul or am imposKtor^ JVt tus lirKt 
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appearance the caliph said to him, a r 
brought before me some days ago, whc 
to pass for a prophet sent by God: 
manded him immediately to be carried 
son; he was then tried, and beheadei 
fool, having heard these words, replied 
did right ; you acted as became one of r 
ful servants ; that wretch never received 
of prophecy from me, nor had he any i 
mission on my part." It appears that, 
ing to the principles of the Mohamme 
insane person can say nothing but wliai 
since it is God who speaks by him. 
contrary, he who pretends to be a 
when he really is not so, is an impo: 
can utter notliing but lies. The greai 
of the Moslems believe that fools are 
by die spirit of God ; hence the proverb, 
and children always speak the truth." 

1 his caliph, beinc^ once in Egypt, sa 
courtiers, ** The king of this country 
boitsted liimself to be God ; in cons 
thtieibre, of such pride, I will confer 
VvTiTimcnt of it on the- meanest of my si 

Marchin:; one day at the head of hi 
a v.oir.iin came to Al Rashid to compl 
some of the soldiers had pillaged he 
Ke immediately replied, " Hast thou i 



immedhitcly ordcrcJ her reparutton, fur 

ges wliidi :;hc huJ sustained* 
ook fur hh instructor in Uie Moliani- 
law the celebrated Doctor Asmsii, wh 
eiajiiine things, to the utniost rigtuir^ 
wo uld f ret[ u t ji 1 1 y lia v e obi i g e d him 
false step J if he bad not been on his 
On such occcaslons the prince would 
bim, ** You are more learned than I, but I 
bore prudence than you.*' The doctor er- 
\ v^^* greatly in all kinds of Arabian lite* 
which so much endeared him to tht ca- 
1^1 he thought it an honour to submit to 
^ "ictions ; the scholar was re sol ved» bow- 
give the first lesson, which was wortliy 
igh rank and capitcity : ** Listeii,'* says 
tl»e conditions which must serve for the 
if our mutual good understanding, Ne- 
enipt to instruct me in public, nor be in 
give me your advice in private : wait 
icstion you ; ans^^^r In a direct and pre- 
annerf without any superfluous words* 
are you do not endeavour to prejudice 
VQUT of your sentiments, nor expect me 
too great deference to your cap^icity* 
llo prolixiiy in the histories or iradiiions 
pill tJiink proper to relate to me. Should 
iserve me quitting the path of rectituJe, 
lead nie back to it> without any harsh 
iions. Assist me in the orations I mu^t 
Q public I but never address me in equi- 
;erms/' 

i caliph wej succeeded by his son ^ p 
J"- -• ' n^ being eitreraely addicted jiiQ* 
and gaming, abandoned 
uTttiit ID his prime viur* 'l\u^m^i\ 
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wu a voy ■blc tnmirtctt miI»* 

mi fettled bf his father, he ahdttld4 
the Mohaaunedan thnMe^ adited hie m 
cicfaide him from the racoeenoii. The 
nhappilj for himself followed the coi 
All prime Tunt ordered Al luumm*s mm 
omitlied m the pobhc pfvyen on rnoMfs 
the discoones made afterwards to the pi 
the Imam, dioagh still m his tender to 
the ptesmnpiive heir to the crowik Tl 
anent so iiriuted Al Msuna, diat he 
lohred to come to an open inpture with 
ther, in order, if pxnsibie, to frnstiaie hii 
inttead, therefore^ of going to Baffdu 
had been contmandedt he cut off stu cc 
cation between his province and mat 
pretending, that as hu faaher had asngi 
the Iientenancy of the Khorasan, he was 
sible for all the disorders that might 
there^ during his absence. He also coi 
ney, and would not suffer Al Amin's 
be impressed upon it ; he also prevailed 
person, who hsid l>een some time in ope 
lion against the caliph, to join him wiit 
of troops ; by v^'ch means he was put 
session of all the vast territory of £ 
Here he bore an absolute sway, officiate 
mosque as Imam, and constancy haran| 
people from the pulpit. 

Al /imin, finding that he had missed 
and that his brother set him at defiance 
ed wu.r .i^ainst htm, and sent Isa to iuTa 
rasan with an army of sixty thousand s 
fore his departure, Zebeida, Al Amin's 
and motfaer-inrlaw to Al &£unun, intrea 



f rnnsider the latter as her own sort, or* 



I a of Ai Railiid ; and, if lie re* 
e caliph's orders* tliree djiy^ ai* 
u impiirted to hiai, lo bring hltn 

to Bdgthtd, 

diuntin made the necessary dispositii^nf ] 
IQI^ him a proper reception; lie put ml 
all tlie troops he conld rabe T^rith tlu^ nt*| 
Ijeditirm, iiiul gave the command of ih«?»i 
ler, one cif lli€ greatest geBCfaJs of die 
Qbhged the caliph to retreat mto hi^ 

I this sense of imniedbie danger did not 
imin from his accLtsiomi^d &npineness, 
IS at tlie piAics cif B»gdud| 

Ewere hurling tl^eir destnic* j 
d iitv on tWdevott'd c*tv, which 
h e pobu of being taken by storni^ J 

Uiying wE chess wilii KviLJui, hi« 
r- - long as lie couid puss hss ttme j 

Kiiiiiii, every other concern was intiif'*] 
io hiuiH. A toantr went to annoniict? raj 
B detVat of the army, and death of ihol 
he was then aD^u&ing hiniiteU' with] 
** Do not spoil my sport,** said hei ** for j 
bas catight tiiree large Jishcs* and 1 have J 
caught one." J he principal inhabiiants j 
Jad, not thinking them .selves obhgcd to i 
my tarlher dangers fnr such a nuiUp j 
to capitulale» which A mm being secret- 
tiled of> he determiricd to be fir^t, and 
credi in the hope of his life being spar- 
Thaher caused Iiim to be beheaded, 
;nme day th;it Al Amin was ^c- a t\ 
the people r-f Bagdad iiftani- u Vj * 
proclaimed hh brother caltpk *, 



> 
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jw iMMdhlf nowefeiy m dificntnt pntt uE i 
\ a considenible oppositioii, hnx^ hf m 
oral Thaher» he trhiiiyhfd over 
» and nve tathat cdebntied caam 
as a reward for his services, the govc im i 
Tyihm, to dewend to his postxn^. 1 
Maman was not a feoiider <v that otf* si 
cone the capital of Persia* be was a consL 
bene&ctor to it; he cohurged and adorned 
would have prefoved it for his fixed lei 
had not the popular prqjudioe been a<!ai 
to consider Bagdad as his chief seat of ei 
~ He endeavoured to annihilate everj p 
for schism, and even to abo^h its cdknin 
whidi distinguished the Abassides was 
Mamun attempted to introdu ce g reen, dM 
worn bf the house of AIL Tmsprodm 
sensions that nearly ripened into seditic 
obliged the caliph to suffer the Fenians 
sume the black, which they have continu 
since. His desire of uniting the difierei 
has injured him in the opinion of rigid 1 
men. They suspect his orthodoxy, anc 
him for having introduced speculative » 
when they say the Koran ought to sui 
true believers. It is not known whethei 
to diminish the authority of that book, 
commanded the governor of Bagdad to 
the judges and teachers of traditions t 
that it is not eternal, but created. Astn 
physic, and all the sciences, were held in 1 
during his reign. He invited men of gc 
his court, loaded them with wealth, and < 
their works to be translated. He diet 
age of forty-nine. When he was at the ] 
d^itbj his physiciant and another persi 



K?hlri* ile^inng Mni id make a confessJco 

^ ^^ ^ .. .... .. am ; but, hU speech 

I ? ccruld only say, ** O tliou, whci 

I -^ »^!ercT upon me, nciw dying !'• 

r »>fi, Ke ejpiredt and was c^r* 

t . iiere his son and his brofher 

1^ '.he bouse of Khakan* one of hi* 

fc- . 2: eunuchs* Hi2 k said to have 

I n^nowned |jrince of the house of 

s a race tnore frniti'iil in heroes Uian 
ever swayed the sceptre ^fnong iha 
:, Ht' lavished lit I favf>r^ iipott 
: «;, atid restored to them the ten i- 
" •<- belonged to ihdr common 
whichi by the tyranny of 



P 



^■- ... 

decx4JM^(&y they had been long md onjusily 



MoCftsestt) according to the will of * ^ 
feMdv was saluted callpli, the saine *c^^ ' 
jl irilicfa Ills brother, Ai M;iirttin, 

of the- Mui^lcrm comnianders at Tar* 



Mioellr irthc interest of A I \h- 

to t2i- caliph ; but ihait y^Hing 

, hr. t:iken the oath of alk- 

tP . . . s of the army, as %vell as 

^Bd I he court, followed his ejfani^ 

Bt -V ^lirirly ;iuef ward, TCceiv* 

I' jss made by t^lere- 

i .. . >i , . . . * . , . r. , ., V .... J by one B.i bee, ua 
both to civil and ecclesiastical ffovem* 
Thts Babcc w;is sumamed Al Horemi, 
iidt becaaie he instituted a mirrj !¥%«?#» 
' - ^ ^ n of the word in Persia.!* 
|j the character of a ptn- 

taiki gainca ;* grmt aumber of dsiiot«^*» 
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till at length he became to fiocmidabl^ diafe 
Motasem wai obH^d to employ dbe wlwkfiM 
oftlie empire iagaixut him* jilie^ieaendmgl 
reduce Babec» was a 1 uric br both, ^lAo 1 
been brought up a slave in uie caUph's em 
and, having been employed in diflcipUaiD^ril 
Turkish nuJlitia, had acquired the i€p9tMm $ 
a great captain. As the rebels had nade^lMi 
selves masters of some important pkcc%4 
had become very fbrmidaMe» he reaalfvA 
bring them to acticm^ as soon as an oppoOM 
ofieied; which having founds he demttedtf 
with a prodigious slaughter, putdng ao.k»i 
sixty thousand of them to the sword» and di 
ing the rest into the imperial territoriei. . Ha m 
employed much time in rebnilding and jGvli 
ing the castles that had been ijlfmoliilnd: 
Babec's troops, in order thereby to put a rtO| 
the incursions of the rebels. 

About this time, a very severe persecudoni 
carried on by the caliph, against all who dec 
the creation of the Koran. Hanbal, the fb 
der of a sect of Sonnites, refusing to ackm 
ledge the Koran to be created, was scoui^fed 
so cruel a manner, that he fainted away, hav 
been almost flayed alive, and was afterwa 
imprisoned. The same punishment, would fi 
been inflicted upon another, bad he not esca 
it by an ingenious occasion, which was of sic 
service to him : he allowed the Koran to h 
been instituted by God, and that every s 
thing was created ; though he would not, in 
rect terms, admit the conclusion naturally de 
cible from those premises. In short, he c 
ceived the Koran to be endued with one of 
essential j5roperties of a created. Being, thot 





fit rut CALItHS- 

rem 1=0 J to evade standing to die consc- 
' ^ concession, 

year of the Hegira, Al MciiaKem 
ving behind Kim eight sons, and as many 
It is remarkiiUle, that he reiguecl 
^ght month Sj and eight days; that] 
ted to the Mohammedan throne iftj 
ith month of the year; that he had fought 1 
LttleSi andpo^^essed eight thousand slavef t 
and other circtimstances of tJie same 
he Arabs were induced to surname htm 
thamen, that is, the eighth* As the people 
^Ad disturbed his repose by frequent rt*\ 
ie took the resoludoil to abandon tha|| 
id to build another capital. The spot h^ ] 
or xhia purpose was called Katui, neaf 
' iy£ 8iira Manray, tn the ArablilTi Irak I J 
erected the new city, which he called Sa 
It' credit he due to Arabian t^Triters, thill 
,ad thirty thousand pk^iald horses, about ^ 
tiecks he ordered sacks full of earth lo 
igt which they carried to a place in the 
pe had marked out far that purpose, Ic 
brmcd a pretty hij^h tern^ci^^ on which waa 
\ large salocm> irom whenci? he could ob*| 
rery thing that passed through the city, 
Drians celebrate tliis cali^ h for his mai 
tyjand mention one of his actions, whicfl 
In a very singular light. Beit^g oncol 
d from his comptinion^j he met an oldi 
isiadmg by his ns.i, which had fallen duwii] 
ground, ill a dirty place, with a load of| 
k- The calipli immediately alighted fror 
I horse, to ariist the man in raising up hti] 
^hivb huving done, though he hiid spoil 
©WO clotbcf, h£ made him a ha\\dmTnfe" 



J 
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preient. He was the first of the caliphs 
ded the name of God to his ovn; for he 
himself to he surnamed Billah in God» i 
grace of God. When the Greeks took s 
ed the city of Za^tni, an Arah woma 
house of Al Abb<ts, is said to haTe be 
prisoner by a horseman» and» the verj 
she was seized, to have cried out ^ Sac 
O, Al Motasem 1" to whidr the horse 
pUed, by way of ridicule, ** See, here c 
Motauem, on his pied horse, to your assi 
This adventure being, some time after 
to the caliph, who was then at a great 
firomZdbatra, he swore thathe would i 
of any other enterprise* till he had relc 
won»n* Accordii^ly, Iw marched, at 
of his forces, to that city, in the midst o 
and attacked the Greeks with such vig< 
he entirely defeated them, and thus < 
the woman out of the hands of her enen 
* pw Al Wathec was proclaimed c 
^4t> * same day his father died, and wa: 
"* posed to many conspiracies, whicl 
bly, originated in the perseverance \^'ith 
pursued those who professed the etemi 
Koran, 'lliis dogma appears to have be 
of rallying f)oint ; if the rebels would m 
carnation of their belief, they obtaine* 
liph's pardon. He imitated, in almost al 
his uncle Al Mamun. He was extremely 
ed with the study of the sciences, and gr 
ressed all men of letters ; he was liberal 
ritable to a great degree, and so far 
poverty from his dominions, that not 
beggar >*-as to be met with, during the . 
^ his reign, either at Mecca or Medi 



<fei vxyrr mtt* It ntucTiL'd to astroloj^j- ; arid ha v- 

, conicrrt^ij with some of 

, .-.^,, ..... .'J him, frorrt the pK^seiii 

., hh rrign -■should be contmiicd Bitf 
jj.. '1' '»e did not live above ten dny^ itficr 

ms n. At hh deadly the prisons w£*rc 

*'" lo^^'iis of the first quality in the empire. 

. at the n^Q of thirty-two, of the dropsy^ 
wiiita^ it is thought, by tlie-ttiirsubtitiei potions 
^"lich he had taken to incite and kindle his 

I Wathec*! death was nosooner known, a t\ 
■ ' ' lier Al Motavv.ikkel was sa- ^aZ 
by the people ot Sam ami, ^" 
vled^a*d 'dn such, by all the 
_Jl 

ars, huvvtvtir, that the n rubles hnUnced 
Qc in their choice Iictu(.L»n A\ Mothadi 
1, and Al Motawakkel \us l>rothciv They 
kfarDgth decided in lavour of tJie Litter; because 
formeT was too yoan|^ to neriorm in the 
ty of Iman the prayers in the mosque, an 
.' which belonged exclu&iv^cly to the caliph, 
incap.icity oiten inverted the ojd**r of the 
^ston, and prevented \he childi^n trom in* 

(t, tht* late vrsir, having 

rxii .M-iav. ar.r.el ill, durtfit^ hh brother's 

\ that prince resented the injuries he liad 



ed, ^{jon after he ascended t ' 
Hie accord inS! I y setit him t*> 
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waf duown into an iron fumacet heated re^ 
where he "v^^s miserably burnt to deaths II 
cottmellor was endued with great eloqueftci 
was exquisitely well versed in Amb gT;y&v4 
and poetry ; but he wa^ haughty, weakt 
glorioQii and entirely void of compassioiv 
never di4 any person a good oiiice, frequcsll 
sayinffy that pity was a natural weakncih J 
KbenSity folly. 

This prince diyided his empire betwc«a 
dmee lonsj who were appointed his snocesi^ 
To each of them l^e gave a black and white b 
ner; the former was to distinguish them j 
heirs-sn^arent to tlie crown ; and the latter^ 
their father^ s vicegerents, who had tlie gofOi 
xnent of the empire divided among them* 

Al Motawakkel, about this time, conunani 
all the Christians and Jews to wear a leadifl 

firdle, called > by the Arabs, Zonai, and a sofl< 
adge on tlieir c loath s, in order to dbtingoi 
tliem from the Mnssulmen. He likewise fom 
them to make use of iron stirrups, and co 
manded tliem to paint the figures of devU% 
else of hogs and apes, on the doors of thi 
houses ; a disgrace which v. as occasioned bf 
imprudent conduct of the caliph^s physici^i^ 
Christian^ who had incurred his niaster^s dispks 
sure. About this time, Faraj, a famous k 
postory pretending to be Moses brought I 
life again, performed his part 30 well, iWl 
reral people believed him, and attended U 
when ne was brought before the caliph, Tl 
prince having been a witness to his ex da vagal 
discourses, condemned him to receive ten bm 
from one of bis folio wer^i and then to be pr' ^ 



PRE CALIPHS, 

icli sentence was accordingly executed, 
clptes wene imprisoned, till they reco- 
1 tneir tnfattiation* 

>arse of die next year, the caliph, who 
:lared himself an enemy to the house^ 
rbade his subjects, under the severest 
tt>go on pilgrimage to the tomb of 
. He afterwards ordered the sepulchre 
to be entirely rased ; andf m ord^j the 
molly to cCace all traces of tc, he wat 
at to content liimself with ploughing 
g lip the grotmd on wlifch it stood, 
^ to draw a canal of water oyer it- 
lod of Arabian history, many cities if^ 
n provinces sufFered severely from 
IS, by which, numbers of houses were 
L At Antioch, one thousand Eye hun- 
s, and above ninety towers, belonging' 
i that surrounded the city, are said to 
destroyed; which calamity, together 
rightful and unaccountable noises^ so 
e inhabitants, that they fled for safety 
Ijacenc fields ; but great multitudes of 
wiere destroyed by these concussions. 
[S at MLcca failed this year to such a 
at tlie celebrated well or fountain m 
'as almost dried up. A river also» not 
from Mount Al Akra, disappeared 
same year, in which that mountaia 
led, and was never afterwards seen- 
same time, the calipJi, being inform* 
nilDmeter was fallen to decay, sent 
idan from Irak to Egypt, to erect & 
which being done, it was called the 
ftcr ; and the other that had fWUea t^ 

ter itf:f7^iard$ used* 



:! 
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In the S47th year of the H^n, di 

AlMouwakkel was assassiinted, m the fi 

. . I manner. Although he had beoi acnie 

\ I ' andunaUetoattendhisdaty atthemo 

'. was persuaded to go thither and shew hi 

.1 the people* to prevent all commotions thi 

' I be excited byhis indispo^tion, which, at tl 

\ was publicly known* He therefore moi 

I horse* and went directly to the mosque, 1 

I , performed the usual services. Upon hi; 

;|i • suspecting some secret ill designs of Al^) 

' I standing all his endeavours to eztirpa 

;f his son, ne ordered him to appear, and n 

: p ed him and his mother with the cabals i 

they had beeen engaffed, and threatened 

I them both feel the effects of his resentmei 

rebuke so incensed Al Montaser, that he 

. j upon his father's destruction, and enea 

- j tain Turks who were dissatisfied with the 

conduct* and some of his domestics, to a; 

in the parricide. Being stationed for t 

pose, they tell upon him while he was 

and stabbed him. Durinsr the confusi 

his efforts to defend himself, Fatah, on 

favorites, trying to save him, exclainM 

all his might, " O Motawakkel, I 

survive thee ;'* while his buffoon, at a 1 

tance, was screaming, to the full as 1( 

hope to live when yon are no more.** Tb 

of both were gratified. 

This prince is said to have been a 
leamini^ ; but his memory must be hel« 
Arabs m detestation; because he was 
of their emperors who, to the pain of dt 
dodxhe refinement of torture. At one tin 
:it table with his friends, a lion-, by his or 
JetLloose into Uie aY;jiXHVRU\^,v^xicaw;>: 



*!emfiri ;it anoihter, he would cause i^cr- 
n ■ '1^^ under tht* tabki knd pots hill 
be broken, withaut any persi^n 
^ptTi.i4u*d to ch?iiig<r hb pbce: and he 
by means of an electuar)% those who h;td 
ttcn or fftung> The appiehcnsicni of th*j^c 
rous dt vers it* OS prevented several mtn of 
iVom fcixing at his court, though hia invi- 
to ihem were accompanied with ihc most 
prombesi His treatment of Houiiirij a 
Rn physician, was? of itself, sufficient to 
^hem imwtllmg to attend. To con%^ince 
F whether he might confide in diis person, 
iph commanded him toNprepare a mortal 
for one of his enemies, so subtle in its ef- 
lat his dis!ioiution might appear perfectly 
h Honaio rejected thjs proposal with hc*r- 
rhe emperor insisted, intreated, and con- 
m to prison a year. At the expiration of 
Sriod, he was again brought into the ca- 
ire§ence» who renewed bis sohcitatlons and 
• The physician continued fimi. " What 
tpjte yon with this resolution," said the 
Dt, ** \\ hen you see death before your eyes ?" 
thi n|^s/' replied Houai a; '* my leligttn 
f proieisioiT; ihe Hrst teachL*s me to dn^^xid 
tnemies, and to do no hurt to my iritiitl^ j 
Joud hiis been established for the advaii- 
f il)e human race; and when 1 embmced 
10 k a iolemn oath never to be cunccinrd 
cparation of a hurtful or inort.il nwtuie, 
ill iph rejoiced, and gave hmi his ciithe 
nee ; but a ikvour, bought with a year'is 
mmcnii was not likely to tempt the leani- 
\am his munificence might otherwifce have 
■d tij iLim* Moiiiwakkers reigT^* ^\^\^^ 

til- 1 
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WIS of wmwttt ywBn QBi mrtw^ iii 

€T6IT fpOCMt.of SCOWJjtt 

€iiipm s«— warif nbcUioiip I 
dreadnil nmriGiiiesy md ^umuh 
hence it mu called die TC^pi of ] 

A n "^^^ ••""^ wg^ <*■ 
'^V* 'v^sU^ ^m »n^«d» lui i 

^^* WW Minted emperor. Hkfinti 

to lead a decbntHiiiy a 

band in lusfatbei^a deaths that fl. 

hnpQted to hit Xaioiile Fatahf wool . 

deiedtohe€«tb>jpiece% forhatrngaOtf^i 

atrociolis a cnmew WolwithnaiMi 

lus prafarions on duthead, the], 

morse bote ^fidenoe to hbcriaaew Hei 

on a shoit and hated existcaoe, ^ 

s{Mur and the avenfliDg iiuiei* oooBaAsrlml 

▼ation he thoiia;ht ne saw hb father in a r 

who addressed him in die following wovili 

^ Mohammed, thoa hast killed me! thoaloHl 

expressed me; then hast deprived me of fM 

caliphatey which thou shalt in a short tina 

leave, and dicn be cast into eternal fire.** Hi 

immediately awaked in the utmost terror, aa4 

made his palace resound with his lamentatioBa 

He souefat to annihilate ererr object which cooU 

remind nim of this execrable deed. He deaw 

lished his father's palace, and quitted diecilj 

where the deed had been perpetrated ; but h 

could not escape from his own thouriits; eici^ 

object that he saw ren^oded htm of his gail| 

Montaser was one day admiring a beantifli 

painting of a man on horseback, with a diaden 

encircling his head, and a Persian inscription 

he d^nanded the explanation; it was mis>- 

^ l9in Shipnj^ the son of Kosnif who bk* 




rnj father, ^t\d posse s^scd th? <Tf*wrj #^f>lf ^ 
.'* Heturncii pale, as 
: deatlu His dre .*r: ' 

Ires to Kis affnghieJ 
' «hade nf his iatlier se 
eyes, calling him, with looks ut tcrrur 
lignatitJD, to the tomb- Thither he de- 
al the age of twentf-five. It is su$- ' 
[that hh end was hastened hy pcnsou, ad- 
red to liim by the accompHceb of his crim«, 
Uided the effects of his repentance, 
rx^ this reigRt an A rub, who dwelt in the I 
our hood of Mrcc.i, hrld assemblies iit his ] 
For the most tinljrA iul and indecortJtis pur- j 
m order to dtli;tnch the youth of both 
whom he i^uil^ivd to mix together pro- 
Duslyt in dirt'ct f'p position to the Moliam- 
1*1 W&. This niviu was brou^lit before I he 
proadiiiig him for 
n draw up hiiipro- 
limba::^; ut Li:u.' uullt of the fkU't, wjikh 
fme noiortoiis to all the people uf ih^l 
■ '.a. Bat as none of hk uccom-J 
-pptar against him, th? j^^dge f 
&li j,^ieat!y emburrassed, for ^vant of ^ 
However, at Liit, he devhed an ex* 
jch he thought would infallibly eon-1 
_f?ind that was, to try whetlier any of I 
ptiblic beasts, made use of by Uie ptHjpl«T 
; out every day from one particular phicepl 
Id, of diejn&elve^i, find the way to his house. 
pe cxpeiimeBtwiis made on some assesi which j 
nt directly to the spot inhabited by ilie Arahtj 
3Ugh this was, of itself, extremely diHicolt tt» 
discovered* The judge having nowi as he 
ajijiucd, full proof of his guilt j seal for tU"^ 
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executioner to cfaastife hiniy who ilkiitaed 
appeared with his mstnuDents of torture : 
hand. The Arab, who bethought him^ 
device to avoid the threatened pumsfamenti 
ing to the Judge^ said, <* When -j^ have f 
me alive with joar whips* you "mil have pt 
ed only one giulty person ; but* by such an a 
you will reject an eternal ienominy upc 
whole Arab nation ; for it wfll be said of 
hereafter, that, when the evidence of men 
not be produced, they admitted that of a 
The company were so pleased with the hu 
of the man, that he was pardoned and disni 
The day aifter Al Montaser's death, thos( 
. had been concerned in the murder of his i 
assembled, and determined never to vest wi 
imperial dignity any of that prince's smu 
A j\ they should be called to account foi 
8fi2 * ^'^"'^^'^ villainy. They, therefore, i 
mously elevated to the throne Al Mc 
The friends or Al Motazz, the legal successi 
sembled, and made an attempt to place h 
the throne ; upon this a severe conflict ei 
but Al Motazz's friends were defeated, ai 
the most part cut to pieces. In the course 
following year, a rebellion was excited at 
dad by the Turkish troops, in the caliph's sc 
The populace assembled in great numbers, 
one of the bridges over the Tigris, and den 
ed the other, opened all the prisons in tha 
pillaged the houses of the wealthiest inhabi 
and distributed the money that fell intc 
hands among the forces posted for the dt 
of the frontiers, at a considerable distance 
the town. But this rebellion, as well as o 
9t Cufa^ were in the end suppressed* 



r^Trtir hou^ of Alj»rebel- 
ixed upon ilie prti* 

^ , L - . . ;e re!Tiam(?d nuLiter 1 

lud tli^ii kit It to luit brother Ka*| 
....s^^^M,^n of it ctgljteen y^cari 
iiout any m^ from ihi^iraliphi. 

the yeir la .i^jua 'I'll, the Turks whc>^ 
madi2 Uiemielven mastL^r* of all the force? < *' 
f « in p i r€, wev r 1 ■ - ' -* f j uto t wo power t\i 1 in o« I 
B;ig<*r « ' ir leaders, having hiidl'l 

It^piifc wirh vv;i=iir, another of them* :tppH* j 
he Ciiliph fttr justice, who was so £ir froiil j 
nim witJj Jtl!i request, that he openly fa* J 
hn ant,ic;onii*i, Thh partiality so exas^l 
1 !U^er, thut hi; ussembkd hh friends wiilfl 
dan to itsf.assinattf Wasif, and dt*pose thi] 
" dt^r to elevate i^ not her who should b^^ 
rable to their views ; but this cmispl-^ 
Jiiicovcrcd, l*aj^r m^as arresteJ, which 
red 3^ .1 signal for the Turks, who 
k ;trtTi5| nnder the pretext of 
'tj Lr;d. With the hope of pue- 

ietid lo this mutiny, the ciiliph exectitedj 
which liowover, so far from appea^ingf 
^t*i iruticrcd tliem more finions* In thii 1 
,Al Mn^taiiT \^rA lo Bugdad* Thffl 
cirown - deposed hhn, find J 

IntHK* o rue. This year thtfl 

rjrtted tlie Mussnlmeri in an uctioiij 
-' taok four of their siiipsi ' 

Vcn the pl.^cc <>f a rj 
uuied to govern in *«J^fr ' 
firlieTi ho iRrTis lited upon die 

' f ii competitor, ha 

11 J to the succession f 
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ilcrod privately, hut in siicli a nrannoi 

; marks of v'u^loiuc ciuiM be discovered i 

1 so that w'hvn the body was exposed U 

' ol' the judvres, doctors of ilie law, no 

'J'lirkish olficers, tliey imauinu>iisly ag 

this prince died u naiural deaili. r 

third broLlier, vho was greatly belov 

peoj^le, was sulfered to live in obs 

J[3agdad, 

Motaz/. scnved dissensions among th 
caused tlieiu to be punishcrs of each 
conspiring against t'le power which it 
duty to protect. The cliief part ol' th< 
fell victims to the disputes he had o< 
Tlie emperor iiuagined he should heal 
tn)ul the usL by his own guard; but. t 
cut to j)ieces by the TiuLs, who oblig 
li[>h to abdicate hii throne, and then st; 
to death. This princ'.'r wlu) .reigned 

tln'i»i' i\r wMir vi"«Mr«. r.^^^\ wliit liii'il :»t 1 



fl snbta^rancan aqueducts; hj Tfieans of 
, the city ot' Alexandm was plentiiflllj 
Cii with excellent waten 
n the deposition of Al Mota^ij ttIio was 
1 by the Tarkisli troops, to declare hiitv* 
lequal tstbegoveminetitoftheMo- * jy 
edan empire^ Al Molitadi was sa* J^.q ' 
caHph J and all the people of the 
poEs took the oath of allegiance to him* 
rince lias been f epresenied oy Mohamme- 
riters as a gre*at lover of justice^ whicli he 
tited daily iti person to all his snbiects- 
shibited the use of vnn^, as wt?U as garain^ 
inds, so ejtpressly forbidden by the Koran^ 
anished from the court all singers, soothe 
^ jesters, and buffoons. He scat away the 
nd bounds that had boen kept by his pre- 
3TSp In order to ingrattate btmself witk 
ople, he lessened the taxes ; regulated the 
Mj inspected the conduct of the fodj^es 
i as the public accounts ; and set apart twa 
stcry T;eek for hearing and redressing the 
ices oi hy subjects. The people were an- 
leg their futDre happiness, under die con- 
t of snch a sovereign, when ihc Tarklsh 
ifd, whose lieentiousness he tried to restrain* 
sptred against him ■ they insolently preferretf 
un|Ust commands, to %vhtcb he refused 
'ance : they proceeded to threats ; but he 
led steady in his resoliiiion, and In conse- 
of it lost his life- 
lot a w;ikkel, one of the former ca- » jy 
had lL*ft two son^p the eldest of -.^z) 
, Al Motnmed, was elected to sue- 
U Motadi ; he was naturally mdolent, ig- 
; of state Bi^u^ksj and wboU^ adivct^i \a 
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repope^md pleasure : he had,, however, the got 
sense to place an entire confidence in his bcwi| 
who was active, vigilant^ anci courageous; 
ly capable of governing in pea^e and in 
To him was left the administration of all a 
both civil and military ; therefore, every actiflft 
Al Motamed's reign ou^ht to be ascribed to i 
Mowaffek. He never laid down his arms dndi 
his government. 

Al Habib) prince of Zenjians, made ii 
almost to the very gaterM Bagdad, dou^n 
parable damage, wherever he moved. Tv 
liph sent a very considerable army against Iv 
but the Zenjians defeated him with a very gH 
slaughter ; made himself master of twenty-fooTJ 
the caliph's largest ships in the bay of Basra, pi 
an incredible number of inhabitants of Obolla* 
the sword, and seized upon the town, which hfiH 
duced to ashes. From thence he marched to Ah* 
dan, which likewise surrendered to him. His* 
my being now increased to eighty thousand stroaj 
the greatest part of the citizens of Basra abfl 
doned the place ; a circumstance which stnic 
with terror all the inhabitants of tlie adjacent ti 
litories, and even the court of the caliptf itsett, 

Al Habib continued his war with the greaW 
success for several succeeding years ; but in 4 
ti69th year of the Hejira, Al Mowaffek attach 
Al Habib with unparalleled bravery, and wou 
have entirely defeated him, had he not bed 
wounded in the breast by an arrow, which obligd 
him to retire fron; the heat of action. As sofll 
however, as he was cured of his wound, he i^ 
vanced against Al Mabiya ; made himself amt 
|:er of that metropolis ; destroyed the walls tM 
h^d been rsused by the Zenjian prince j put vom 



Bb inhabitants to tlie sword, und ciirried a 
111 mimber awaj' into captivky, 
tile nexr year, Al Mo waff ek d email died Al 
bib's piilace, and seized upon his furaily i but 
Tthel and tisurper, who had made such havoc 
the Moskm empire himself* found means 
escape. However, Al Mowaffek parsued 

► ; entirely defeated his shattered forces, which 
lad ralhed, and took Al Habib himself, whom 
ordered to be decapitated. His head was car- 
I upon a lance through a grt.*at pan of the 
inn, the repose of which he had so lortg^ dis- 
>ed ; after which it was sent to Bagdad, where 
as first exposed to public view, and then ^xed 
Hme of the gate^ of the city< By this last 
^m^ which was com pica t, Al Mnivaffek ac- 
WS the glorious title of the Protector of Is- 
» or Moh*immfdism. 

Tic s;ime year died Eba ToIuHj in Egypt* 

> hud long- waged wi*r against the caliph* 

vr, two years before, A I Mow.iffek hatl 

be publicly cursed in all the mosques 

; and Iruk. k has been observed that* 

iim was at the point of dcatli, he lifted 

his bands to heaven, and said, " O Lord, 

jive tliy servant, whose iokid of guilt is too 

It for him to comprehend ; and sliew thyself 

fil to him al the time of his deaifi/' He 
tcr have left behbid him thirty-three sons, . 
whonij named Khamarawkyahj succeeJei 
I in ihe dynasty he had founded. He- "w^s 
tmed a strict obsen er of justice ; chantable 
he poor ; and a liberal patron to men of s»:i* 
T_7 Hstributed every monfh, areiougst 
'^, one diousand dinars, and spen^ 
lit ijTO in Jus kitcbea, ev«i7 day* \x\k 'a.%^ 
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wateA tba^ during tie tine he _ 
Egypty he sent to Bogdid* to he dBi 
amoBe men of ktrnhig aad nohitjt a 
nur the poor and the sickp aiflce tl 



vne tor the poor and the s 
mUMns of dinars. He left in the ticft 
lis deatfaf immirnir snnu-of money; his : 
and da^rce amounted to seven thonsa 
]u>rses to the s^one namher, hendes dg 
Sflmd camels and mules, and three hmd 
haneu He isrepozted» howerer, n0t«i 
ing alT his good qualities, to haveheen a 
crud, and guilty of a great cffinkn df 
Uood, ha^ng either put to death or sta 
least, eighteen thousand persons. 

In the 271st year of the Hegira, a sh 
Moody engagement took place between 
S^'s forces, commanded by Al MowafE 
and those of Khamarawiyah, who made a 
tion into Syria. This battle was fou^ 
Damascus, in which the caliph's army w 
pletely defeated. About this period died 
rahman, the caliph of Spain. While 
walking sn his royal gardens s» little be 
death, one of his guardians exclaimed, 
fine gardens are these ! how beautiful is 
cent day, and what a delightful world wc 
be, if it were pos^le to aroid being 
by death !" To which the caliph rq>lied, 
art mistaken in thy last remark, since 
not been for death, I should never have 
the Mohammedan sceptre of Spain." 

AlMowafiPek departed this life at Sarra 
and was succeeded by his son, Al Metade 
post of prime minister. He has been gn 
lebrated by Arabian historians, ^dio n 
iuB& as a person of xBagoanimity, natural 



uj tbe same light 2S my broiiiai» aati 
[ tt codld be doae MJi viftrifw pnv 
' tipcm tbem,tli£ sxmc apptSi&oo^** 
[ fotlowiue fear tbe caliph, Al Siocamtd* 
t Bagdad ; be had eaiea aad drv&k lo ei* 
ie dav befbrct wHch prored ikral to hbxu 
^•ilifili w:is e^Etreicely ^txzchtd m has plea- 
was pa^ooaicetT ^ond of miisicv ssd aoc 
mmm wich letters. In his rclgm &misli- 
UDOits astroJogcr, oained Albtim&sery trito 
~ I of &e pouts, a^ an exceUmt do* 
ired at a g7«a£ skill in ms£TologT, 
[ ser eral treatises upon that scieacei had 
ttaem aaiong tlie Arabs. Tbe calipti, 
rif ordered him to b€ serexdj vtitrnd* 
. tm&Tcmrabk event, that be haa sore- 
ly cuoae to pass. He iived to be 
e4 Tears ot age ; h^ been ac- 
' wus generailf troa- 
. der at tbe full moovu 
eien m£ liiL^ caliph, theie were fouxkdp 
of Syria, seven tombs, e? eiy one of 
ntaiiaed a bodj^ eitretoeif well pre* 
' Dse iljroiids seemed quite jv^wt and 
ry great odour. -AmcMig th^e* 
F th^ h;td belonged to aa old CDaOt 
^ge, and partictilarl)" the lips, appeared 
Dse l€ a li vmg persoa who hid just 
jht of water. Near these tombs 
i^iftCOverTed that greatlf resembled 
tho%t whii h are used to sharpen iron In- 
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gions, who lived within the limits of the Mend 

cmpirei to be assembled for that purpose. ' 

. jy The same day that Al Motamed diel 

89^* Al Mouded, his nephew, was saluted d 

liph, to the prejudice of his own son. i 

profound tran^lity prerailed tfaioaghoat di 

empire, immediately alter his succession ; so th 

there was great plenty of provisions, and odM 

necessaries of all kinds in erery province. 

The same year Eben Tohm sent Abdallah, h 
ambassador, with rer^ valuable presents to ti 
Mohammedan court, m order to propose a mail 
between his own daughter and Al Motaded's sc 
Ali. But the caliph, having probably recehN 
a flatterinc' account of the yotin^ lady's cham 
dcmandedner in marria^ for himself. To d 
Tolun not only gave his consent, b«t tcstiA 
his approbation of the ambassador's conduct, 
transports of joy. 

About the sj;inic time, Hamdan, an Arab em 
revolted against the caliph, who raised a con 
derable army to reduce him. He advanced 
Mawsel, at the head of his troops, and, in 1 
inarch, defeated a large body of die enemy, ki 
ed a great number of them on tlie spot, a 
drove the rest into the river Ziib. From Ma 
sel he marched to M;iriden ; and, having p< 
sessed himself of this fortress, ordered every thi 
in it, valuable, to be seized ; then levelled it w 
the ground, and returned with his army to Bs 
dad. In the mean time, Hamdan retired to f 
senia, a large and extremely well fortified ci 
and defended by a garrison of ten thousand m* 
which the caliph found means to reduce* and 
get Ilarodan into his hands. 
In the year of xiit He^t^ ^Ws^ several wi 



pfiil p^t^oftieija were seen in Egfpt* On 
t day, a h ig h -way win d 3 r^ i^^t towrfd s 

t- . . /, uhkh blew till midtiik^ln, when it 
Hk|(v biLCdmeso dark, tJie uiirhL [j;iving been 
l^klit betore» thiLl uoi die l^ntesL tr;ices af 
w object t*uuld be disccni£d. This iJjick durk* w 
k was succeeded by a storm, which tliicw m 
Irn :) gre^t number of houses^ and did iacre* 
Be damage; during this storm, a large cjiiati- ^_ 
f of red s^nd full upon peoples' heads, to their ■ 
fdt terror and astonishment; and Uie whole-l 
Siven seemed to be covered with pillars of Ere*»H 
|s¥ards the approach of tlie morning, the tcm- I 
It, in some degree, abated, and due heavens ■ 
fcearedof a red colour, which they communi- ■ 
icd to all terrestri^il objects : this surprising red-* I 
iiK was turned into sl yellowish colour, which 
jatinucd till noon» and t^as succeeded by a 
fck blacl: cloud that continued for a day and a 
p ; xhe (ace of the heavens was totally ob* 
■red, the cloud, all that time, absolutely in- 
tepting the solar rays. 

In the course of the year, some astrolcgeri^iM 
idicied a general inundatloui occasioned by ^1 
m coarse of conimual rains; by whi^h thai 
nle country, eirept tlie territory, wotild hefl 
H under water. But the reverse of tluis pre«fl 
Itioti happened : for, in consequence of a l<?n^H 
U unintermptcd drought, thu waters yf ihefl 
jtns, and otfeer Hvers, were hiwcr than eve^B 
P been known in the memory of man ; iniiO«S 
■ch, tliat they frequently offered up prayerfB 
Uteavcn^ for raini in all tJie public mosques of^ 
Igdad* I1ie caliph, at tl^i^ time, excited hfM 
|siirectIon for All and hi% descendants, wiihcdl 
UaTC mued an tjrjer lo gurse pub\\t\^f ^fL^ 
I L2 Ik^me 
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name of Moawiyer L on account of tlw soMJ 
malediction tliat prince had canted to be pd^lg 
ediu;ainstAli and his family* Bntbewasll 
sua£d from this step by his vimTf SolimaDf I 
During the present reign the pbtgne ntfJ 
such dreadfid havoc in Awerinjan, that the fl 
ing were not sufficient to bury the dead % bdi 
much, that they were obliged to leave them If 
posed on the highwars, in great numbers. Abdl 
the same time, the Greeks made an imndjpa I 

SKaisam, ravaged it» and carried xm fifba 
ousand Mussulmen prisoners. 

. ^ Al Mothaded died at Bagdad* afll 
^^' he had obliged the people to take an o« 

^"^ infavour ^hissonilMoctafl; ITod 
Mothadedy a poor creature* named Kannei 
came from Persia into Arabia j he appeared 
lead a very austere life ; said he was inspift 
and that God had commanded him to pray fil 
times a day. When he had assembled a suffi 
ent number of his disciples, he chose twelve 
apostles, to instruct the rest, and propagate ! 
doctrine. The governor of the province, obsc 
ing the peasantry neglect their labour, thr 
the pretended saint into prison, declaring tl 
he should die there. But a maid-servant m I 
governor's house, moved by compassion for l 
saint, in the dead of the night took the keys 
the prison from under her master's pillow, 
the prophet at liberty, and replaced the kc 
The following day, when he could not be fou: 
no doubt remained of his having been freed b 
divine power 5 he shewed himself to some of 
proselytes at a distance from the place, confii 
ed them in their belief, and asserted that 
Cdrthlj power could Vvm;^ Vdm: he was, h< 



prudent to venture the trial, aiul 
»ard of* His doctriiie was but litt 
Mohamraed*s, Tlie Kiiunamns 
iigiuusly in a short period. Under 
' drvotion, dicy practised the most 
nabk IslH^rUnism, They ait<?rwardi form* 
nierous ill mies i laid '^\ ^.ste many cf the 
provinces in Asi^i ; mid became so formid- 
hixt Al Mutaded had need of al! his forces^ 
c them from the centre of his dommions, 
clouded was no sooner dead than Moktiifii 
a, was prfKlaimcd caJIph at Bagdad. In 
[ne year the Kiinnatians appe;ired in seve- 
ns of hh domiinons in armies, amoimiing 
Hividred Uiousand men* One of Uiem %vaa 
i*nded by Hn!*ein, n young man, u ho join* 
ifice to valour i pretended he was descend- 
a direct line from Mohamnied ; and, in 
[if his assertion, shev^^ed Ji w;u t on his face 
lat on the face of a pro]^hct. Hose in de* 
i a ercat number of tow us and villages in 
, killed mjiny of tJie caVipJi*£ subject s» car- 
lieis into captivity^ and dejiolattra the mobE 
trable part of that hm coiiniryj with (ire 
fiirdt ll" the Kiirnutians, however, were 
naij and crnel to their foes, they, in their 
f*jxrrienced a similar treatment. Their 
among wliom was Hosein, fell Into tl^e 
of Al Moktaii, and, l*y his ottler, expired 
Tiiciating tortures. The caliph's armies 
sdtQ numerous, and well commands J* 
; and Syria, which ha.d been separated 
he empire under his predecessors, were re- 
» 10 iu In despite of ail hiv precauiions* *t 
LH going to Mecca was, in bii retgn, for 
:»t U(iie» attacked and plundered by the 
L 3 TEwa^m^- 
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md pot abont twenty thoussnd. pQikuu* to 
gi^orcL Bat, Mng sorpriaad ia. At iut o' 
idifing it, they were coamdled to Td^ 
^iL Zakruna, their diiefywaftakoiip^ 
In the action, and died of a contunonJie 
ceived, which hart his brain : neverdieiefiy 
body, attended by his wift^ di y mei t i c s, ^ 
great number of Karaiatian prisoneriy was 
to Bagdad* Upon their arriral, the body* pi 
ceded by Zaknma's wife» was cmied in trion 
throngh the principal streets in the city» and 
the prisoners were pot to deith. 

Al Moktafi dqorted this life at Ba|Nfa4f al 
he had reigned nearir seven years; IM left iN 
hind him immense riches, and a numeroos atip( 
though he coiild not re^annex to the empire i 
the provinces that had been lost by some of ha 
predecessors ; besides his land forces, he possess* 
ed fleets also. Either in person, or by his gene- 
rals, he gave frequent battle to the Greeks and 
Turks ; he r^vrely slept above four hours ; the re 
inainder of the night was divided between stud] 
and the affairs of government : he left the finan- 
ces in an excellent state, and great armies oc 
foot. Authors pronounce ' him good and hu 
mine ; and . that, notwithstanding the wars ii 
V hich he engaged, he lamented that effiision o 
blood, which necessity had obliged him to cause 
He was succeeded by 
A T) Moktader, who was then not quite four 
^,QH ' '^^" years of age*, and who, on account 
' * * of'his tender age, was despised and im- 
posrd oh. Voir some time the kingdom vr^a b* 
r.*bsed by f;:ctions, one of which placed Al Mor 
nidi on ihe throivc ; however, he reigned only 
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fctity-fwir hour?! when ne made his escape into 
m de^jctt I frt>Tu whence he was soon drawii and 
pir«>yed» During this si:;ite of confustoo* tbe 
bulace committed great disorders at Bagdad^ J 
Itlic nngleuders were taken, and brought iQW 
pdtgn jnuviiihment ; but Ebn Hamdan^thougllB 
I chiei author of the revolt, "was pardc»ned^B 
M raised to the government of Kashah- Thif J 
fSLT ther^ fell so great a quantity of snow InM 
b day at Bagdad, that it was four feet deep I 
faevery^ part o^ the district cf that metropolJ'j;H 
bhcnomcnon which had not been known beforei^ 
f the memory of man* This was followed by ■ 
be V ere frost, during w^hich the cold was so in-- ■ 
h V t It destroyed most of die palm^tree^ ■ 
J (?les in die territory of Bagdad- 'M 

yM iVi jktader wiis at this time governed by his 
IjTien and eunuchs, 

iTbe Mu^sulmen under the commrind of Da* J 
pn, the emir of Tyre, and Ij:o, of Tnpoli»*H 
Ui a f^eet of three hundred ships, comniitce4« 
ptUi u! rava|f^es on the coasts and in the islands M 
^^C|;e;in Sea, and totally defeated the Greet I 
P^ iiear the island of Samos, Abu Said^B 
pKi^Tnirn inn general, made an imiption intoB 
■naina^ and took Hajr; and Al Ahsa, in this^B 
pn« y^*n% asiifUssinatcd by one of Ufs domestics^ ■ 
■ bath* He was succeeded in th|e command'B 
llhe ICarniatJan forces by his son Sard, who,B 
^.,vji r/Oy ;ifter his election, or<lered the flesh ■ 

<in who murdered his father CO be 
hiFj»«* ' iih pincers, tiil he expired* 
■■be :M);id year of the Hegrira, Ebn Hamdeii 
^^H against t!ie kin:«; in Mesopotamia ; dv- 
^Hpn 3irmy sent ag*^)ust him ; tnok all tlieir 
l^^c ; jwid e^"ca thrcatciied the ln\^em\ 6x^ 
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of Bagdad: but he was at Ltfit Taaqjoahi 
Mvoei* the eoiuich* die best amral All 
der had* who .todc him and ajs son pn 
and conducted hun, under a ginit iqwn 
ind» with oblong cajM or toxfaiias iqwo 
heads* and vests of hair-doth iqion theirl 
throueh hfawael to Bagdad* where^ imnec 
after Uieir arriTal» they were thrown into ] 
This year the M^Hw^ Try^ made an ivTii|itk 
the impoial territories, under dbe condi 
Damian, who was killed while he was cai 
on the si^ge of Strobelon* 

The a06th year of 4he Hegira was lei 
famous by the entire defeat of the Mag 
army in £g7pt. Mnnes, having come to i 
lution to giTe the enemy batUe^ attache 
' sem's forces with such bravery, that he 
threw them with great slaughter | he also 
himself master of their baggage, as well 
all the plunder they had acquired. Next 
Al Hallaj was put to death at Bagdad 
extraordiiiarv person has been considei 
different lights by the Mohammedans; 
of them having revered him as a sort c 
nity, and others as a juggler and imposto] 
are told that in suntrnier, he could make 
fruits appear before any number of spec 
and summer fruits in winter ; that» by s^ 
ing out his hand in the air» he could ma 
hems fall upon the ^ound» with ioscr 
upon them, " there is one God ;" whi 
called the dirhems of omnipotence; ti 
knew every particular transaction in priv 
milies ; and that he could even penetra 
the most secret recesses of men's hean 
persuasion of such surprising abilities coi 



jr^tm him ;t v^st number of dbci pies and 
ihc vylgar; nor could even 
the law' tell what ti.i make of 
Home writers inform us, that he could 
br several dap together without food^ and 
lien lit^ broke his f;isti he only took tliree 
fyh of hread and a little water- He 
from RhoTasan into Irak, and from thence 
cc^, where he went to live' in a cave, \\hich 
Iwaj s open at tup. Alter his return to 
idt he w;ts much talked «?f ; many pre* 
ig that the deity resided in him, and some 
asserted diat he was God himself. The 
Hamed, having been told that he had 
several pec*ple from the dead, seBt for 
in order to mterrogate him about his pre- 
tns. Before him, ho we vert he disclaimed 
;tft of prophecy, the working of miracleSf 
:be rciidence of the deity in him j sayingj 
e was possessed of no extraordinary pow- 
id that he worshipped God like other men* 
d was about to dismiss him, when one of 
sks was produced, in which he mamtainedj 
' a Mussulman could not go in pilgrimage 
scca, he ought to perfomn all the prescribed 
onies in a convenient room devoted to the 
se ; to feed and clothe thirty orphans, and 
each of them seven dirhems j and that if 
ted in this manner, he would reap all th^ 
ts and advantages accruing to Mussuimen, 
a performance of the usual pilgrimage, 
lis bt'iievolent and eiccHent scheme, wor- 
the highest applausot and which will claim 
iprobittion of all good men who shall ever 
of the name of Al Hallaj, di J the doctors 
law unanimoiuly condemn him %q death \ 
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put an end to his sufFcrinejs. After h 
%ion» his body was burnt, tne ashes wer 
into the Tigris, and his head was expose 
lie view, in the market-phice of Bagda< 
Abu 'JThaher intercepted a caravan of 
on their return from Mecca to Bagdad 
defeated it, and cut to pieces the gres 
of the caliph's troops, of which it was c( 
Most of the people whom the permitted 
died of thirst and fatigue, which they wi 
ed to sustain in the desert. The Karxi 
ncral, who was at this time not more ti 
teen years of age, is said to have ma 
than two thousand prisoners, and to 
quired a booty g( one million of dina 
ncy, together vMi all the rich effects a 
sions of the caravan, worth at least 
more. He sent an ambassador to B; 
treat with Al Moktader, which, howi 

rpfiKOil. Afiniit ^1^1« timp. an m^nrrpf 



^B stmclE mth tbe utmoit coitstanaiton* 
^HtTer, AI Mottader raised a body of ten 
^Bs^nd horse, which he sent w an against the 
^Biutuan^ ; but the general who commanded 
^Bi not huving hecn able to bring the enemy 
^Bttlei rerojTiedi afrer the conclusion of the 
^bcitgn, to Bitgdad, wJtlmut having effected 
^uhlng ccnVidernbie* This inactivity so ani- 
^Bd^At^ii ^h^her, that he advanced^ at the 
^Vofhis forces^ to Anbar^ though he soon re- 
^K without having ejected any ihtng aguinst 
^■bce. 

^K the following year, he seized upon the tmm 

^■jtBhaba^ and put a great number of mhahi- 

^b to the sword ; and, very soon after, Al 

^Btader was constrained to abdicate the throm% 

JKnesi his general, valio wa^ greatl) esteemed 

irY tj»? army, having conceived an invincible 

from him, entered the imperial palace^ 

ed away t3ic caliph, w^ith all his rclii- 

d children, as prisoaer«j to hh hoii>-e- 

„-, — .er was elected in his ^ead i but, in the^ 

Bate of three days, the soldiers* repenting of 

pcir precipicaiion* recaOed Al Moktader to the 

piTDnei be seemed to harbour no resentment 

"- " * his brother, though he took the j^rst 

itity of throwing him into prison. Jfn 

eouy he planned his brother'* deaths th» 

-:inces of w]iich are very remarkable- 

rader was a great lover of horse-racing- 

er gained OTer an AfricaUt who w^as aii 

r horseman, to pteHent himself as soeh to 

r-er* He acquitted himself Viixki so mu^ 

^tiivrhy 3nd gTMcefhlnesSf that the cuWp^i xaA^ 

^m tccammcncc several times, and csTdGted\v\% 

imJrofwtirt sqow distance, that he mVgU^v^^^ 
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afaAter view of him* At this inoxnent; 
tan urged lus horse aeaixut the caliph, a 
ing a iavdin into hit breajty he inftantl] 
from his seat. The Afiican rode off 
toward the prison^ to liberate Al SLah 
ia^ through the market, he met an a 
with briars ; his horse started, reared, i 
his rider on one of the shambles, where 1 
td suspended by the chin on,a hook- 
escaped from imder him, and the pope 
were pursuing him, finding him in i 
took tne briars from off the ass, set fir 
■and burnt the assassin* Thus was Alli^ 
murder punished, almost as soon as pe 
About this time, Egypt was infested ' 
swarms of locusts, that they darkens 
and devoured every thing green in t 
of that fSruitful country which they 
The same year, Abu Thaher entered l/. 
his troops, killed a great number of p 
the temple, demolished the building th^ 
the well Zemzem, and plundered tl 
Among other profanations oflFered to 
brated place, tney took away a fam 
stone, which they refused to restore, 
the people of Mecca oflFered five the 
nars for it. However, after they had k 
and twenty years, they sent it back, at 
time ridiculing them, by assuring th( 
not the true stone ; but, as it is said, it 
ed to be no counterfeit, by its peculiar 
swimming on water. The Karmatian, 
who was sent to take away the gol< 
which carried away the .water from t 
the Caaba, broke his neck in the attem 
J3efore Abu Tbdhex advanced to 1 



seircfal cuts wiih die eallplj*s 

stopped all t ' i^e- 

- 1 pass br u ^:api- 

t from i .mia or 

^iuun* He buLcisered a great iiu^ilier of 

aple, bodi widiin and v^idiout the Cuaba, 

also in tiie streets of Mecca i insomuch, 

he BUed with dead bodies most vi* the 

\l\e% in d:€ Mwn^ and the ways, valliesi and 

irirrt TT^T.-rei, in the neighbourhood. 

Jer was esteemed reUgious, delight- 

^.^...^ alms, and fiisted orten. He bad 

secr«;ianes, governors cf provnices and 

. T- T . , . p r 5 fi llors, or V i ^i rs* Som e of lb e 

to the court hiid a great share 

r ati.i.ii.i.'^ L.^LiC'Dj particylarly a young wo* 

oamcd Vitmek^ %vho 'ivas so thrtroughly 

' m all the weightier points uf the Mnham* 

law, tliat judgesj in the detcrminatirm c^f 

>nd the doctgrs of ihe law, In 

iU decisions, often found them- 

j.ij^cd to have recoorse to bcr assist- 

Itbis reign flonrished Albatanii so celebrated 
fe:s accurate amoumnical dbscrvationi;* This 

L mathematician and pJiiln^Mpher professed 
-ubian religion^ which chieHy prevailed at the 
[of his birth in the city of Harraii; hence 
tLles are called the Subian tables, ^nd in 
|^»ih year of the Hegira, died Zacarius Al 

^ a pel son ejitremely well versed in all kinds 
-icient learning ; tliou^h he excelled most m 
Ic, and is styled the Pliornix of the age. In 

{>uth he c^ave himst;U" tip entirely to music, 

Lftcr^ards applied himself to uicl stud if of 



1» twraif 

pUpiopliT widi so mucb stseee^s, ^^^^^j 

coamosed m.ciett number of liooks apcni^ 

noil «|id p^oiopbicd subjects* He is ^ 

haTe eontncttd webs in hbeyes, bv tbr i 

derate eaiing of Jbeans; aBd,t0i«di& 

of his life» Cit bodi of 4liem by catnctt. 

would not pennit an ocofi^ who caBKto I 

hiniy to- |ieilbi m the opcratioii» b ecause he < 

n^t tdl of how many Ihde ooets d« cfc 

sirted; sajingyatthetametiiM^diathevi 

feiy desiioiis of letoveimg msflMfac^ash 

alrndy seen enough of tbe world to ani 

abhor it. He composed twehre boob ia ; 

my, in which he asserted die poKibiEt| 

transmuutioo of metals ; he understood 

logy, or the art of predictiiy fmrne ercao 

the aspects of the celestialbodies. Hei 

bend, munificent, and courteous, to aU 

extremely charitable to the poor ; not onl 

ing them his advice as a physician, but sup] 

all their wants, in the most liberal manne 

Mufies wished to raise his ward, Abul i 

the son of Moktader, to the caliphate, b 

partisans of Al Kah* r prevailed. He qu; 

A "H P"'''"'" ^^* * throne : from the thx 

• • year after, he returned to a prison. 

"^ future period he supported a mo« 

rable life, though at liberty, than he hai 

in chains ; but, unfortunately, he meritec 

distressing vicissitudes* As soon as he b 

master, Al Moktader's children, his cone 

and domestics, were ordered into his pr 

and pnt to the torture, in order to force froi 

a discovery of the treasures diat his pred 

had dx^ributed among them. . On the sinq 



ff^:rt AhTf^ed, the son of Mocktast, meaTic 
fty, the barbarmn raJkd him 
most recesses of the paUce> 
. him TtafWii to the wall* hy ihe hrrnds and 
hcTi^ Seir<7 atliftuy?* ppetsed fi^r monejf, he 
•u SI nmu of the robe, and vf ry 
ad - .;eti hini to Ci-unt lum d^^wu 

sUTn. The iiiwyer decWeih tJi.it it was 
hU power* * ** A h med / ^ai6 the tyrant, 
in tr.e next iipriMmcut, " tcild me you 
[ and lie is of opinion that you should/* Abu 
went then to explain himself: on enter* 
lie chamber, the dreadful spectacle that 
his =:;^ht filkd him with fear and horror j 
,ind gave all tliat was demanded, 
h soldiers j though unjust to seTeral 
I whom they compelled to 
neJ a Signal ^ict of equity, when 
' him frnm the throne* After put- 
.It hi* eye>t they once more cast him into 
^ wilt re he rematned twelve years. One 
TTirresHors set him at liberty ; but without 
on him su^cicnt lo procure the 
v.. t life- A coniempnrary historian 
ed» tliat he saw him at the doer of the 
^ge of Bag dad J coveicd with raj^s 
$d siTCU'bing out his hand to the 
he addressed in the following 
remember him who w^s once your 
IS now revhiced to the necessity of 
, for alms/* He died at the age of (if-* 
! is junlj* charactcmcii as extrenJely 
i and airarkious. 
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Tie Jttvlh mder tie CsBfAt rfOg Emm # 

AFTER the depodtioa df Al Kaiser, lA 
phew, Al Radi» was tak^ out of 
where he had been confined* and 
the throne, the yeiy day his ande 1 
Bnt how mnch was this dignitf degnide^V 
inconuderaUe was the cirde of its powoy^ 
pored to iu fomier j;randeQrf Ardntf 
Persian Irak ; t}ie aties of Basra and ' 
jEgypt, 8yria» and Spain ; the Bfossaln 
Tinces ii| {Sicily and Cr^ t all l)iese irast 
extensive countries had passed into the p(Mi 
sion of sovereigns, who, tliouo^h they res^ 
the caliph of Bagdad, allowed him a degree 
pre-eminence ramer in religious concerns A 
in political government. In reality, Bagd 
and Its environs were all that remained ta^ 
caliph; but, as if this small portion weiet 
difficult to govern, Al Radi instituted a f( 
superior to mat of visir, which he named cdi 
al-omra; that is to say, commandant of csi 
inandants: this great officer, or rather piii 
minister, was trusted with the administranoo 
all military affairs, and had the managemest 
the finances ; he even officiated for Uie caE 
in the grand mosque of Bagdad, and had 1 
name mentioned in the pubuc service tfaroq 
put the empire. In a word, Al Radi was soi 
tireJy governed by xivVsne^ offiiger, tha( he co 
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eiale out o{ the treasury a singk dm^ia fur 
own u^, wifhtnit hi^ permission. 
In the li^Jtiih year of the Hegiru, Ebn Mok- 
likf ^ho wus thun vi&ir, Wrote, an the p*irt of 
l4 cjliph, a kttcr to Ycjicam, the Turk» tellmg 
|B&4 tiii*t now It Whs ume ff>r him to aJvain;e to 
i^;ui, ;ii the head of a body of iroops, in or- 
If lo dt*livyr the c^iipJiitte from tiie tj'raniiy of 
#ti Ra>'4^k, and to occupy hh place, Butthiii 
per heaving been irdcrcepted, Ebn Rayck dis- 
Iwird to thu rdiph the reason of the viiir, 
l^h^jj dscr<!ti to wviie huch a letter wiiJiout 
H PUuter'it knowledge, nnd e^'en agnia^^t hh 
Hbss ordcr/c Mnkbh, iipot^ hi^ ^pp^mng 
psilbe calipht at first denied the fact, but the 
ftST, in his own liand-wntin^^ b^^iiig prMuccd, 
I ttos fqtmd guilty t ami con^kmned by the 
mgiti tt^ h*iiv<* hts rfght hand cut oflT, for ha^'^rtg 
immitted so heinous n cringe. When sentence 
^ pronoonccd, he complained bitU'rly ot the 
•verity of it, and of the IniqiiiLV of ciittin;; off 
le ri^ht hand of a man who had invented the 
lost beautiful character that had vwr hccn nscd 
nong the Arai^s, and had wriltcn several co- 
les of the Koran in so elegant a nnmner, that 
:ey passed fur master-pieces in tlie art ot writ- 
ig, and had been visir to three successive ca- 
phs. Nor did he content Iiiinselt uilh bare 
'>mplaints : he invci;!;hed bitterly against ti:e 
idpes and the caliph him* elf ; wherefore, the 
iccutioner not oidy deprived him of his right 
and, but, some days afterwards, cut out his 
mgue ; af:er which, he was confined in one f^i 
■.e dungeons belonging to the imperial j)alace. 
,i Kadi reigned dependent on the cmir-al-(»n- 
is, not only those of his own creating, but 



assigned them in the Mohammedan ai 
was the last likewise of the Mussulm 
I Tors that officiated constantly in the 

1 that commanded the forces ; that had 

posal of the public money ; and that, 
exercised any kind of real authority 
Arabs. His successors, for a considei 
riod a: least, enjoyed little more than 
title of caliph, and of this they "were 
last deprived by the Tartars. Hencefor 
fore, the caliphs of Bagdad will net 
more exalted station in history than th< 
the theatre of their wonted grandeur. 

When the caliph Al Radi expired, ' 
then cmir-al-omra, was at Cufa, and, i 
receiving advice of that prince's dead 
mediately dispatched one of his secre 
Bagdad, with orders to convoke the des 
of AH, the judges, the house of Al Al 
all the nrincioal officers of the emoire 



insem b the office of risift ihougli 
rtliority m the state, 
It a body of troopji from 
2CL Abu Abdnlliih, ArDaridi sc-t 

city, lo take the cmnmanJ of 
[hut lie was tiK't upon the road by 
*ikh informed him that his force* 

ved .'superior to tiie enemy > atid 
laridi to take btirsself to flight* 
fore, directed his cciurse tow^*rds 
^e T;iiir, homnig throuprh all the 
led. He made an incnrslon, with 
into a dblrict borderinj^ upon that 
id by a rich and numerous tribe of 
to pillage them ; snd, having 
lie, who little expected such h 
eral of them, and disperse4 
D^^ever, a yonn^ Curd, observe 
arlty and rapaciif of thi:^ plun- 
e did not know, made directly at 
im through with his hmct ; upon 
instantly to the ground, and e^* 
iph, receiving advice of what h^id 
ahcam. immediately took pos$es^ 
alace, where he found imniense 
d under grmmd ; all which he 
service of the sutc, and eonferred 

ir-al-omra upon Ciertaklni the 
Wt, oot bein^ ple;s5ed with his coH' 
3ismissed him, and appointed, as 
Ebn Rtiyek, who came firom his 
TJa to Bagdad fur that pupose* 
le so e;rieviiu^ a famine raged in 
if Sicily, that many of the to^iis 
' that friutiul isliind were entirely 



. la dK SdSd jr««r of die H^jk** • 
«0|»|)W i B d bj ElA STiiniiai^ Me of T 
chief rfflmmandrrs, to wkfomtut ^mdn 
liar his protection, fifteen thn n teiri dm 
pened m the neighbooiliood oJF Bagdi 
committed, even within ^g^ of tnt 
terriUe dqncdations. In the ^neui ti 
Motuki, percetTittg that Tensan becea 
day more insolent, discovered an incEa 
dqpve his prime minister of the olEcs 
assignedhim, the preceding jear; adesM 
so enraged the Turk, that be oU^ged a 
to abandon the city of jBagdad» and let 
Mawsd. At length, however, he aoed 
xetum, and wrote to Teiilxan, nalonge 
for a reconciliation* TUs year the Rns 
means of a' fleet they had e^pped on 
pan Sea, made an irruption mto the gn 
menia, penetrated as far as the city of 
vhich they took and sacked, and return 
out having sustained any considerable lo 
a scarcity of all sorts of grain preraUed 
ral months at Bagdad, that the ii^hab 
that metropolis were terrified at the the 
a famine. Tlie famous Abu 1 haher dk 
small-pox, in the course of this year, 
next, Al Motuki was deposed by Teuza 
he had been quite four years upon the 
In answer to the caliph's letter, sent ton 
close of the preceding year, die usurper 
this prince, that the proposals he ha< 
for an accommodation were perfectly a 
to him, and that he w\-)uld engage to 
all the atticles of the future treaty d 
by the caliph ; and that Al Mottaki n 
pond upon being received with all the 



:i per^rn m his siiblimc station. ITie 

1 11 this promiscj went tn jnin 

lip* Aii soon ii ft the emir jht- 

iitin> he (|xiiucd his hnrse, wiifkcd by the 

bf iJie stirtiip, prostrated himself, an^rtrcitt* 

1 and his ikuiily with every mark of rc- 

" honoor. He wrote nt the same time tf» 

deskiiig that Al Mostacii, tlic son of 

liould be sent to him, Tlie scene then 

pd. The unfortunate Mottakt was torn 

the throne, and the einir, not content wttlt 

ct of tnjuitice, added tn ft cliat of depriv* 

im oii -Jits liight^ He was then left to wan* 

I "irrctched niendicant^ in the tattered gatb 

Vertyi and wooden shoes, the only covering 

feet- Eastern writers represent him as a 

nd re]]gioo5 prince, who had .scarcely miy 

^^1 lunit heiideji the bare title of caliph ; 

pge of h;iving his name impressed on 

: coin ; and the liberty of officiaLiog 

Jtfin in iJie public moetjues* In the course 

I reign, Al Mottaki sent, as a present to 

reck emperorj the handkerchief with which 

bviour is satd to have viped his face, and 

tin the resemblance of his countenance was 

D be seen, which had been preserved tn the 

b of Kdcssa* The emperorj in consequence 

5 present, released a great number of Mo- 

ledan prisoners* Al Makin relates, tlutt 

avioLir sent the handkerchief above-men- 

I tu Abgar, the black king of Edessa, and 

upon its arrival at (^nnstantinople, it was 

ICied in great pomp by llie patriarchj hl- 

t^fifgYf and Greek nobility, to the church 

^^P Sophia » where it was then deposited* 

mn lon£ lime aiterwardi lemumcd* 



n 



hay tor a considerable tm^.e ; and suci 
ful mortality hereupc'n ensued amon^ 
sulmen, that many of them were freq 
ried in die same grave, and that wit] 
funeral service or ablution. 

About this time two sects arose, vi 
antagonists, and rancorous enemies to > 
Their disputes were on an incomprehc 
ject, which has afforded, from that ti 
present, matter for extremely veheme 
tions. The point of contest was, wh 
governs all things by general or pa: 
i^hether predestination be absolute c 
Al Ashari supported the former syste 
Jobbais, who had been his master ; an 
the governance of God by a general j 
he maintained the injustice of a pa 
dence. He proposed the argument i 
lowing question : — "What do you thir 
the fate of three brothers, one of whc 



h s r ^ hcto m c an f^bj c c t of pit ni sh ment * " 
hr secmid might rejoin, " that hf 
escaped intnisliment, t y !tr*ing cm 
icVt" lo olw t, It t*, therefore, till s^ 
;-,; notice and crueltv, with rc^Tiird 
■ Ash.m niiunuiiwdi diat die 
. .Li,.iL. .. iLi.iIs is not fiieti by rhc D^itiy, 
he abaiidcins thein to die Infliiencc of 
laws, 
fotoki was Eucccc'lcd by Al Mok- . jy 
Jpoii hU dcces&inn, he cniuiuucd his ' ' ' 
ctor, Teu/a.n, in the post of emif- 
i, who, mcniTsef|ut!nce nf this officejiad 
rermnimt of Binr^^Uui , ^vith a di strict bL4on er- ' 
*t,€i^tjrely cfininntted tL> hU thargij^ A! 
ttnfi released hispredrcen^nr, Al K ah or, from 
e^mimt in tne impt'nal pjiliice, i\nd sfnt 
u ,. . -.^ed oi^ly with a cotu>n ishirt on liis hack, 
en sliouti on his fL-el, to the Iiouse of 
er, th;it he might not be in a condition 
jrl> the ptil^lic rcpofre* Peace, however, 
banidied from the caliph's throne, hy 
igUQs of a ft^mal^ f.tvonritc, is* ho hud 
^Iv been instrumental to hh elevation to 
t>hainnicdan tIirone» and w;i5 now not less 
' bts deposition ; forj M(je//nd;tU']a Iravrng 
Ipprised that she was caballms^ wrtl; ..c^me 
S gT^a.1 men at couit, i n order to remtive 
rom the post of emir-al-omra^ lie appc;tred 
head uf a strong partjr in the caliph'^ 
p, on the day appointed by ihai prince tor 
nice J to the ambassadcjr of the 
Mo#x/.adawla» accendxtvi 
cfili seat close by tl\e ciX\^\y 'a.m 
T^red himself before him ;\vhk\\ €cror\^<^^ 
te aver, when two I>cy\aTOU. 




t9S SMPlltB OFTdS.Ai:^4t, . 

approached 'Al Mostacfi, who held.c 
his hands to each of them to kiss ; h\ 
great surprise, they seized upon hA|ii» 
nim from his thrcme, tied his tuibaa ; 
Qeck» and harried him to the emir' 
where he was immediately thrown h 
His female favorite, who would ^ have 
cause of this new revolution, was sei 
her ton jgiie cut out. The caliph was 
of his sight by the conspirators, who ] 
the imperial palace. 

The descendants of Al Moktadi, : 
intermediate successions, once more 
on the throne of the caliphs, in the pex 
A D ^^^'* The father was sovereig 
dl6 ' ^* ^^^ ^^^ environs. Al Moti 
^y • fined to a part of the city, add 
administrative and diplomatic corps co 
one secretary. Al Motl continued Moe 
in the ofl5ce of emir-al-omra, having 1 
other share of the public revenues, n 
power and authority formerly anncx< 
high station, than what that prime m 
lowed him. Peace and war were, how 
ried on in his name, but, though in his 
had no casting voice. The very ex 
this court depending on the pious ven 
the people, made the persons who co 
scrupulously attentive and punctual ii 
charge of all the Mohammedan duties 
also the centre of literary controversy 
real sciences, being but poorly recom 
caliphs, no longer opulent, under Mo 
Bagdad for Aleppo, where they were h 
received and protected by Abul Azan 
iStent and generous prince. He was 



of soul, \m valour, Lis enidi- 
\ . ;iaJ his strict observ* 

I -5* His puk^re was the 

a.nd philostiphiJrsi tif ^^I ' m BunCf i 
rturt^, had cause to corr ['l.im of hisl 
ality OT unkindness- ] -d as j 

ince Dver this division I, cient] 

vrfiidi bt* had converted into a tl<5umh'* 
tc: while the wretched caliph was de*l 
jren of necessaries by the mp.icky of his] 
|e Litfer abandoned himself to pleasiurej 
ndul;;ence oi every extravagiince, inso»l 
|Tt-ndtng on his master^s eci^noniy as ht» I 
>f supporting therrii On an occiisioii, | 
^e.fiiiaaces were insuHicienE to p*iy the 
of the nitUtia, he demanded die sum 
ie pontiff^ who, in teplyj urged tlie iai* 
[ty ef satiifjing his demiiJidii- " You 
iCT acquiesce with a good grace," satd 
Tf *' tlrnn wait till you are forced." ThU i 
so terrijicd the prince, that he even sold 
Ittureof his pahice, and remitted the mo- 
tif timhf who ill a diott time d is y pa ted • 
lie. A I Moti filled the difone twenty- 
rtrs, in ilii^ *itate of abject depeniJence. 
rated it at the age of sirty-threej and died 
o months after. 
Ig hJs rei^n there was a dreiidful famine 
4d) in wliith several women are said to ^ 
ftKiyed their childrenj ^nd to have eitteii 
for which inlmmaniiy tliey were exe-* 
tnJ their bodies thrown in the Tigris* 
period, some of ihe prlncipiil ^icili;>ns[ 
into 11 conspiracy against the emir of 
tnd» but it was discovered jnst wheu it 
in Uie point of being carried inus ^yt-^ 



I 



•/llKialnaiinaiiy tbe caiipns ot Jkairwi 
dalosia. Th^ latter naving sent i 
Alexandria, this ship gave chace to an 
ther, sent from the emir of Sicily, by 
with an ambassador and his dispatcbe 
an insnlt which so. incensed the caliph o 
that he.]nimedtatel7 fitted out a fleet % 
of land forces on boardy-to make npr 
caliph of Andalusia's subjects. Thts- 
was re-infbrced with the Sicilian squ 
after, entered the port of Almeria, s 
all the ships riding at anchor, ezcepi 
which Al Hasan, the late emir of 
commanded Al Moezz's fleet, seized 
a number of singine girls, and a vei 
I caigo on board, bdon^ng to Al 

I' ^ himself, as a lawful prize. Not con 

;»" this, Al Hasan made a descent, with 

t .• on board the combined flee^ on tl 

\f ' Grenada ; which he ravaged tn a dn 

ner,,put many of the Spanish mc 
the sword, and then returned safe, n 
ing sustained any considerable loss, 
man having received advice of thcs 
and depredations, immediately equip; 
squadron, to cruize on the coast of 
if possible to land a body of troops ii 
try ; but this sc\vi2nitOTv^ Wnvcv^ beei 
an engagement, vias o>a\\%^^\a t«« 
having effected ^xa-^ xKvxv^oS. cqjvntcj 
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?Hiig of Nubia la I J liiegc to Aswan, a dtf 
S^id, in the Upper E^ypt, seated on fbe 
bank of tlie Nile, imd die confines of 



I'h^ Niibi;in farces meeting with no 
to oppose them* soon nmde lucmselves 
Irs of the pl,ice, levelled it with the ground, 
!irrit?d oiF nirtny of its iuhabitants^ into cap- 
ly, putting the rest to the s.word. The Egyp- 
la r€<:eiving advice of wlint had happened^ 
t an .'iriny In pursuit of the king of Nubia, 
► '■*! t^^itireiy^ defeated him, took a greiit num- 
> men prisoners, and dispersed the rest, 
,cx Lijji victory, they penetrated iiuo the Nu- 
j^ territories, and carried a fortress called Al 
i by a&SHuht with which they concluded the 
liens of tlie campaign. 
'he course of the three hundred and forty- 
I year of the Hegira, a considerable number 
ryptians and Ma^^rebians were swept awayi 
rht time, in a certain valley, into tlie Red 
>y a torrent that broke in suddenly upon 
when Uie}' were returning from Mecca, 
;ill tlieir bag^t^^gc and c^mek. Two thou* 
^ villages inhabited by Turks embraced Mo* 
' oedisin* 

' next year is remarkable forheinjsj the first* 
lich the office of kadi of Bagdad was ei- 
1 to sale, and bought for the annual aum of 
jtidred thousand dirhemspto be paid out of 
"Its of it to Moez^a Dawb, the emir Al 
Such a flagrant instance of venality 
er before heard f*f in rhe Mohammedua 
hut from this period, all the principal 
of the stute were disposed of at ltu%<at^4 
^me manner. 
^ foIlQwmg rmr Niccphoms P\idc^^, ^\e 
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mpnial gmenuy pcnetratm^ mo nv 
temtoriesy with an army of tuctjrtiioiii 
bud siege to Ain-Zarba, vfaidi in a i 
sunenderecL Soon after be entered t 
he commanded aH die inhabitants* bjrt 
erier, to retire into the great mosquet 
ing to pat all those to & sword ^idio t 
found m their own hoose^ after son-s 
onter was obeyed by all wblo had timi 
•fit; but the next morning, the Greek 
gieat Biunber of men* women, and 
without the mosqne, whom they cnid 
' ered* After this, an order was issne 
Greek general, requiring every one €£ 
selmen confined in the mosque to dqnu 
before lught, upon pain of being treat 
same manner as those who neglected tl 
command. In consequence m this on 
poor people quitted die mosque in su« 
sion and hurry, that many were p 
death, and others, not knowing whic 
take, perished on the road, being destii 
necessaries and assistance. Nor did tl 
fail to buAher those the next day w] 
found in any part of the town. How( 
abandoned the place at the approach 
threatening to return after the expirati< 
solemn season. 

Nicephorus, after the reduction of A 
marched with an army of two hund 
sand men to Aleppo, in order to rei 
place ; but though he attacked it with i 
fury, he was repulsed by the bravery < 
sieged in every assault. After three d^ 
a cussension, arising between the citizei 
j^rrison, afforded the Greeks an oppo 
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fried off above ten thou^iind j 
E of both sexest with au immense quan- 
spotL They then laid sieg« to the cfia* 
iricK, however, in a few days ibey wertl 
I ID iibandon. In their retreat, they of- 
pt the least injury or violence to any of! 
pic %n the district of Aleppo, but ordered T 
i sow and till tlieir ground as usual; say*] 
Lt they would return tlie following y<?**'t^ 
Ty off the fruits of the eartJi^ 'Fhe 
lied Al Da ran, situated a Ihtk wtdi 
\ together with three hundred leathern. J 
U of silver J fourteen hundred mulesj audi 
rmmber of arms, fell into tlie victors' 

^ftirse of the present year, tlie folio w- 
ISft forni of malediciion was drawn 
Shiilet^i and inJtcnbed upon the doors i 
|p ** May God I or ever abominate and 

from himself, Moawiyah 1 and him who 
rom Fat em a *s family the territory of 

and him who refused Al Hasan to be 
im his graudiather Mohar^imed's tomb I ■ 
U who banished Abti Dalior I and him* 
tcluded Al Abbas from the number of 
it^ho were candidates for tlic caliphate V* 
I being defaced by some of the *Sonnitcs, 
[lowing words only were subjstituted : 
God*s curse fall upon MoawHyah, and all 
ftrho have treated ill the family of his 
!" 

re the close of the year S56, Ebn El Ha- 
! emir of Sicily^ received an order to leave 
Uuli itad letum to Africa. li\ QU^dkuce 
N3 \*i 




session of that place, than they laid it 

I and then moved towards the maritiir 

the province, which they laid waste 
and sword. After they had ravaged 
try for the space of two months, an 
down the pulpits in eighteen mosques 
tired into the imperial territories, loj 
the spoil they had acquired, in this 
• expedition. In the next year, they ma< 
Irruption into Syria, carried Antioch b 
and plundered the city, and put a gre: 
of inhabitants to the sword. From it. 
marched to Aleppo, then in no postij 
fence, which the governor abandonee 
approach, and retired into the castle, 
defended himself for some time, an 
agreed to pay the Greeks a certain a 
bute, for the due .performance of whic 
yp several hostages. 

Tn thp K»«>orinnincr nf f hp Tii»Tt yrp^r. t) 



■I desti* 
,„...,... ...^. ..^. .v., ,,..., ...,., ..:, mouef 

cm the present occasion : he addetli 
ot^ld ntdter be m the situ;ttkm of a pri* 
oti ih:ia that of caUph, tvlitMi attended 
di^-^ ' ^: circuiiiEtance*. The emir, 
eir idled to hrs pleasures and 

i« iuia v.. IS even then just retuvtied 
ting, told him in a men dicing tone, diar 
I was a mere pretext^ and that it would 
ter become htm to satisfy the dern;tnd*i 
liicry with a good grace than by com- 
Thts hint so terrified the cahph, that 
ItACi^ly 6cld tht.' foniiture of his palute» 
c €<md raise by thi^ expedient only 
^i^nd dirhemsj which he put into the 
the emir, who in a ^hort time dis^i- 
whole* Nutwithstanding the caliph*s 
li, he wii% in a v^ry itw lyonths driven 
hroiie, which he had filled m ;t st.Ue of 
abject depeiidance for twenty nine 
'he leudiiig evenis of this long tcign 
giv^n in detail. It appears that Al 
esstd the virtues of a private peison ; 
Cable, mndeijt, gentlt*i sincere, chart- 
. extremely devout in all rclt^-toiis du- 
1-.:.- .,0 }ie transmitted ihu^e virlues, 
in> iu his ecftnomicid propeii- 
,>i,n u ^va$ not of more utility tn him 
d been to his ikther, U appearei.! ihut 
nassed wealtli for tlie emirs 10 



iMunassed w 
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A ry As soon as Al Mati had ;thd]c:itec 
974 govermnentjhb son, Al Taf» was sul 
calfph, Inimcdiatfly after his mx 
ration he gaye the sublime post of eitiir»4jl-c 
to Sabekiekin \ and by this act he let't not! 
for him&eir but the empty title of erapero 
commander of the iaithful ; bemg deprived ^i 
power and authority in the same manner a^ 
immediate predecessor. This year tlie Kai 
tians, notwithstanding their forrwer ddeaii tt 
a second rrniption into Egypt* where, howe 
they were overthrown wit)j great slaughter, 
obliged to fly the country, from whence i 
ca.me* After \^hlch retreat, Al Nfoezi? sent nh 
body of troops to Damascus^ to keep the ill 
bitants of that city in awe ; but notwiihsta 
ing the force, they bad such an aversion fr 
his gnvemment, that he found himself not t 
tie embroiled and embarrassed by them: a I 
iiderable part of the city was reduced to ^ 
during the commotions which at this time 
pened* The people of Mecca and Medina* 
ever, prayed publicly in their mosque f 
Moezz, and persisted in their fidelity to tJ 
temitc caliph, till at length Al Aftekin, 
head of a mimerous army of Turks, ad^ 
to Damascus, and was received with ope 
by the inhabitants of that city, who imin« 
expelled Al Moezz, governor of that 
after which they discontinued their rec 
of Moezz's authority in the mQsques 
days of divine service. That prince d 
following year, his son and successor, 
sent Jawnar, his general, with a power 
into Syria> who laid siege to Damasc 



; lyive fiillen ifito bis hai:)Js haJ it not Iit.^*iiil 



I'ja, xvitfjru ihi^y ulicrcd lain b^iUk*, 

lined » liavitig lost a |^re.it niitny of 

, b> famine* However, he wat ic<iiiC<!tl 

i>rt time to tKe la,Nt cxtrcmit)% luid wiiJi 

"!llr\i]ty prevailed upon A I Afrckin lo ( 

, for n lar^e sum of money, to r«*tum 
j'pt* Uf>oii fm arrival Lit MeM", Ir* pyr* 
■il A I Ani/. himself lo untleruke an ejtpL'cli* 
against Al Aftckin, who was then in pos* 
n v( the best piirt of Syrb, Th;it princ© 
roc€» without delay, marched with a tormi- 
atniy against tht* rebcU, whom he over- 
and entirely defeJiicd, piuting a gr^at 
T of thctn to the sword, and making pri- 
of ihi^ rest, Al Aftekni^ however, found' 
s to tiscapej but Al Azitt having offered a 
rd of one hundred thousand dinars lo any 
)fho would deliver tliat general alive into 
indi», an Arab, hiii particuUtr friend^ with 
I he had taken lefuge, being tempted by 
rreness of the reward, hronght him to the 
njte caliph, who was so far from olTering 
iiiy violence^ thut he made him a present 
fery fine tent, as well a^ of several sumptu^ 
sintles, and household furniture of almost 
ible Viihicj rele3*;ed all the Turkish pri^ 
whfj hud fought under him as their chief, 
arried him loMeeri where in greiit aiHu- 
' c n: list ended hib days* 

s, about this time, under the con- 

ces, made an iiTUption into Syriti, 

Hcniit imd Baalbec, and from the lattL*r of 

ckl^s luai^ied to Daniaseusj but Al Af* 
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tAm nwrched against them wink om 

finces Zisnitcct turned off toSuliMisaai 

^ tnhabitaiits of that place to pftyjui 

^imi of money ; he th^i moved feci.Xri| 

Ijesteged that city above fiorty dajs. . 

atid poison was administered to Uii 

forced him to retire, in a sick and hu 

Utate, to Antioch. But the people of t 

refusing to admit him into the towi 

down all their trees, and was ictumii 

fafOt he ex{Mred before he reached Consu 

After the departure of Zisttsces, Am 

ftoAertd to a body of troops he left be 

toeontihuethesic^bfthecitys bnti 

time it retntned to iu feilkier ihasters. 

- In thfe d65th year of the Begiia, A 

fSmb conqueror of Syria md Empt^ dep 

itf^ after he had sat upon the uwone <n 

ihore than twenty-three years. This 

tertained a great opinion of the truth 

logy, and never undertook any enterpr 

ibent, without consulting those who pn 

have skill in that art. He has, howi 

Considered by Mohammedan writers a< 

and virtuous prince. He was particu 

brated for his liberality and for his aJ 

his subjects, whom he governed with g 

and moderation. He was succeeded b} 

before the conclusion of the year, the 

Mecca offered up their prayers public 

ven for the health, welfare, and pro 

this prince. 

Ai Aziz's affairs in Egypt were g 
broiled this 7cai, xvov^mhstwiding he 
Jawhar his pnme Tcvmv^XKt. ^^^t^s^lX 
fought in tbe w^Vfeox^Voci^ ^S. \5 



r4f,ftits« 



Elite caliph liimsclf was besieged in that ca- 
biit at last die siege was raised, and AM 



proved 



ail his 



jperior 

eundyct and ajdre^ of J^whari as 

La^ Use bravery of hb troops, A*i bkck wis 

jtjlour mt^st in vogue amongst the eastern 

Uh of ihc hau^e of AI AUba*, so whtte was 

esteemed by the Fatemiie calmhs* This 

)^ecii f;uhstituted in the room of tlie other 

Bg^ his ^ubjectit by Al Moex};» iind wait thie 

Enable colour through the whole course of 

i*i.h*s rcign, as it has since been among tlie 

est part of die Africans aud Arabs, even to 

fCTj day. 

( the year 368, Al Axk sent Jawbar witli an 

to drive Al Aftekin frc^m Damascus ; in 

iance of his orders he invested that city* but 

' end of twg niaiirh^it h^ was obliged co de- 

Lind raise the siege ; and in a very short 

^*fterward«i, Jawhar hinis<;li' was reduced to 

t!xtreniity, and obliged to subnftit to the 

' \a^ conditions imposed upon him by 

T . Al A ivi himself then took ms 

his arniyi defeated the enemy with 

|r ' icir J but Al Aftekin himself escaped 

■t> • ittie; he was, however, soon alter 

Kent 31 nd brought to Al Aziz, who carried him 

it.. Kirypt, m4de him his hajeb^ and treated 

■ I uncommon marks of distinction. How- 

,VM i.^ was soon after poisoned, through envy, 

1^ Al Aiiz's visir, who was immediately ihrowii 

"' ■ • -\%Qn, and by Jiis master's order was some 

taisied tliere* But Al Aj«z, not bein^ 

t tM k^p file machine of go'vcttvmeul Vu tc^cv* 

^^ioius ptrir >jif*fsictiun> without Otift *%i\^ 




bad a daughter by this lady, both she 

brothers had a considerable ascendant a 

and therefore Arsenius easily obtained 

■ : of the great church of the Jacobites t 

A called afterwards the church of the pi 

/ = . TTh* caliph, Al Taj, commanded Adac 

the -king of Persia's name, to be menti< 

the. first time in the public players, and 

peated every third Friday in the mo! 

Bagdad. He also commanded drums tc 

.^ bexore his palace during the time 'of 

!^ , pr a yers ; none of inlrich compliments 1 

] ^ -been paid to any of his predecessors. 

' ' "liph lA^wise dignified hun with a Fers 

1 ;£3iahinsha, which sic^nifies the gteat kinj 

I 'idng of kings ; which had been £om 

f*sumed by the ancient Persian moiiarchs» 
• fore the days of Alexander the Great. ] 
' any Mohammedan prince every honoin 
this lofty title before Adadodawla, to ' 
was from this time constantly applied 
pulpit*;, and prohahly in other public plac 
"the cities and towns within the jurisdi 
the c:^Mp^. It should be observed, t 
same Adadodawla is called by some hi 
Ciiosrres, and is said to have grant© 
tJiOusand Ronv«iTv or Greek captives then- 
ar u recomperise Vot x^^t twxvwiTvX. s^hric 
Ji..d done lum, ?L7V)i\xis\.\^^T€^^\^\^'=.\^ 



■ TWtny schemes of anibkkm antl ag^an- 
lodawla died at Bagdad t being 
i]uent attacks of epilc^pM', ihrai':^Ii 



?i J -eight years old at the itn 
; l;t.^t wa ^ - ^ - 



as Cfirricd off by oi. 
torians he is reckoned to have htei\ a 
I f L^rc?.t magnanimity, unpantllf.l.jd dl;,'* 

III excellent uudersta^ri- 
I , ieuce, great sagacity h il, 

happy dfixterity in hitting upon luckj tx- 
on the roost urgetil CKcasiGiiJsV .md was 
icly canversant in uli the sirLs of govem^ 
He had ako a valimble share or learn- 
d was an encourager of learned mcn^ 
s prosperous in hb undertakings* and had 
1 capable of foTmiiig die most unbounded 
To men of virtue and probity he was 
and munificent. But with ail these good 
, he was a prince of insatiable ambition, 
frecjuently led him to the most unjustr- 
act! cms. As a patron of literature, men 
I fn all brunches of science flock ed ta his 
from every part of the Mol ' n 

I .K T> r\ d ed i c a ted tl j e i r compos hh ; , 

te lor poeiiy, and WRptti K*^^^ 
! ; but in one of the specimcUs 
\tki behind him, he itcemt'd to airogale 
the ptwer even ot revL^r^hie f^c dl- 
s J i\w which prc!*Li :; 

edly censured by tu ■ t 

re ob&en^cd that ht never was easy Qr 
after thi* t p i J o I f - 1 ; • n a p peansd* When 
at the pohi i* he is reported to 

;d, wi til ^1 i ^. , . , , . _, , i ngue, ** Whax W^e: 
rrches s/rd proiptTity avaWfid v^1^^\ ^^l\ 
and dutiwrkr are ti^^ at% '*ax^ ^Vi^ii 
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WUch wordst according to Htm lame hbb 
he continued repeating till he expired, 
hift deiufa, the officers ofthAwewefMaA^ 
jfeei of the coort of Bagdad, pitched up 
fon Bfarzabon for hi» guceeseori took the € 
allegiance to him, and gave him the snni 
Samiamoddawlar tcymitar of the Hate* 

Tke caltphy Al Tat> confimed all thi 
been done by the military and noUes on d 
castas and nade the new earir-al-omra i 
to condole widi him on ht»£ither*s death, 
lonff after- his elevation t» this office, i 
nam made himself master of Al Mawsi 
having received a farther accession of stv 
he meditated the reduction o£ Bagdad 
8amsamodawla» tfaereforei fincUng hb : 
vity struck at, assembled a powerfnl 
marched at the bead of it, and entirely de 
him. After which Al Mawsel immediate) 
rendered to the victor, without attempti 
make any defence. At this period, Sbarrw 
the eldest of Adadodawla's sons, marchec 
a powerful army to Waset, which immec 
surrendered to him. He was already in i 
sion of several important cities, but ben 
had invaded Irak, he wrote to his brother 
Hasan, who occupied most of the cities d 
(the ancient name of Persia) to join him vs 
the troops he could assemble ; but. Abul I 
not disposed to act against his brother S 
moddawla, refused to enter into this war; 
which Sharfodawla marched against him 
head of all his forces, defeated, and too^ 

frisoner. TVve cvt^ o£ "B^sra also submit 
I m ; he then %etvt ^ \exxw v> \W t^\^ M 
insisting upoutVie ^o^ q^ ew^vt A-^tkt^ 



oiition of his brother; with which cleniand^ 
c^iph» who was nut able to oppose Imr.t 
id himself ohliged to comply. He dierefore 
i^diately dispatched the iinp^rlal manUe with 
iiijfctrument, con£iniinghim in the possess ion 
le o£ice he demrinded, and a sum of monej, 
:h he probably wanted, in order to pay his 
ps* Not contented with these concessions^ 
squired the caliph to deliTer up his brother 
his ^»ands* This request w^as likewise 2 rant- 
ipon the condition that not only his lliu, but 
►roperty, sliould he secured to him* Not- 
ftjuiding die agreement by which he was 
^d, be very soon after ordered him to be puc 
nr an^arrest^ and tiien sent him to a castle m 
f U'here he had ordered him to be closely 
Lfied» 

I the STOth year of the Hegiraj Sharfodawla 
to Persia a messenger, to deprive his bn>- 
, whom he had tionfinod in the castle, oi his 
In the mean time, he himself was attack- 
•y a dropsy, and died at Bagdad ; but the 
I deed of depriving Samsamodawia of his 
was perpetrated. 

larfodawla w:is succeeded In the ofTice of 
al-omra by his brother Bahaoddawla, in 
h he was contirmed by tlie caliph Al Tay, 
opcr instnimrnt having been drawn up for 
purpose. Witliin tv/o years of this time, the 
h wub dc posed by the cniir in the folhnving 
ler. That minister, coveting the riciics of 
aliph, sent an imperial <'Jiiccr to des're leave 
ake him a visit in the palace. 'J he calipli, 
:cijng no ill design, set apart a solemn i'-s- 
, in order to do Jiim tiie greater honour ior 
eccption. When the day appointed came, 



Bahaoddawla momited' Ids bom^ i 
the palace* where he wa« rmHrcidbf die i 
sitting on his throne. As sdtm as» die~^ 
omnL had entered the ^nmd SrioM^ i ' 
ambassadors had their an^fietoc^' hej 
himself before the commander of itlife 
Kerers, and took his place cm tbe itetj 
him, npon wluth a gresft nomb^ of ftet)|^ 
ed into the room. In this cOilftiflony i^ i 
"who attended the emir» appitoadied. flte < 
axyparently with an intention of kissa^ tab! 
but) having seized itf he dragged haSfr 
^mmef roued- him np m a eatpet» wMt 
him to a-distance frinn the pauce^f ~ ' 
compellied him to abdicate. He .lived: -I 
years after this erent. Daring dlis 
celebrated Ebn Cariah, the Kadi .of , 
yahy and other places in the neighb 
Bagdad, died. He was a man of exce 
quick parts, and the wonder of the age. 
could instantly resolve all questions, and (' 
all juridical questions, witiiont the least 1 
tion. He spoke with the utmost fluency 
propriety; his style was always copious, ele^ 
and pure : the principal men of the age were I 
admirers, and took great pleasure in his rep 
tees. They frequently proposed, in wridng, 
diculou^* questions, which drew from him imxMJ 
diate answers, without study or meditation, m 
excited the mirth and laughter of all who heaii 
them. 

A memorable event is, by a grave historian 

said to have happened in this reigpi, whidii 

though not very cxe^vXAe, Tcvajj be mentionel 

A sheep, bigger tVv^cn^its.A^^'^tA.^cS.'Ms.^^M^ 

mon form, and a igJto&^voxvsV^v^v^ ^ws»' 



aKcuded u high lull m tite nciglu 
tintrj', i»tid iroiii Uieiicc* with an ex» 
A vcij\'C| pronouiiccd ilbt*iict!y the 
: ^ (mUarubii; thnt (s^ ** he h;is 
„...; Tvpcating the ssinie twic^i it 
*J mtc) the st'iu Thtt sanie thingi coati- 
iiis %Ttter» huppejicd tJit; next two days, 
i!i never afu-nvurd!* scrn* 7 here was also, 
la most tcniblc j^t^mii attended with 
nd hEht-ning, und such darkness us 
bivu ktwnvu. It did woi cease till to- 
^\\v\\l i ijor did tlic vi^irl^neiS ab;ue till 
f^hcn the hcmsj^pjiert* cshihitcd xi phe- 
rfcmhling ;i pillar of tirt\ wliieh cuni- 
, ;i|i imti«iii!il red t,*olour \^oxh to the 
Jd lite earth j the utnusspherr wus liko- 
ed with a t^ort iif dust, \vhichj in «t grt;at 
T, rTrvcntrd icvp fixation, siiid proved c.\- 
IS t<> ijll lind^ of an IP mis, till a 
ni* ilijy, when the sun discovered 
i> liUjf ui^eJ by an unnatural vokair. VCli^\ 
biiti he arose every morning tor a consi- 
? lime. A con let appeared also a]>out Uris 
, in the wtrsiern part of the hemisphere, 
IS seen by the people uf nE^ypt libove 
nightik Miceessively* 

r the deposition of A I T;iy, Biiha- * jy 
la became master oi the treasure'?, '^^ * 
hH the rich fnmiture thai he kft * 
^^1, A I Kiider was elevated to the 
^Be Wiis granikiin t<:* A I P*tofcuder, tu 
Bmily the caliph lenimed, U appears 
him^h tliC M*ihanini<?d«in thnme ha*! *snt- 
uch ^jrvat JtTradatiorj, ^tiU \l \\\iMs>vvit'C^^ 
\J (hv thottxhis oii\\mii \vho\\A*\ awn v^- 

S ^v^*^^^ 
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^ooed to infiirm Al Tscft mteaam of liifi 
tioDy fSrand bim rdating to lus fiiends a df 
of die prececUng night* whidi predict Ui 
tnre greatness. 

' In the S86th year of the H^ra, Al Azii. 
Fatemite caliph of EgypC^ died m dielnt] 
Belbeis. His secretary of state was a Christ 
nained Isa $ and his treasnier, in Syria, a j 
called Manasseh. The Christians and Ae Ji 
bang, supported and protected by tfaesn i 
very frequently insnlteid the Mnssolmen ; a 
comstance which induced the people of 'Mb 
inake a paper figure in the shape of a woi 
and to place it in the road through whid 
Aziz was to pass, with a written paper in 
of its hands, to the following effect: <«We 
jure you, by him who has enabled Isa to re 
the Christians insolent and powerful, and 
nasseh, the Jews; and who, by you, has hum 
the Mussulmen, to tell us when an end slia 
put to the inflictions which we endure." 
caliph was so far from being offended wit! 
severity of the libel, that he immediately 
missed Isa, and stripped him of all the wf 
lie had acquired. This prince has been n 
sented, by Mahommedan writers, as a perse 
most excellent disposition ; a prudent ruler, 
a great lover of his people : his goodness 
clemency towards his subjects was scarcely l 
paralleled, of which the following is a ren: 
able instance : — A satirical poet had wr 
some severe verses upon the visir and secrc 
of state, in which the sovereign himself wa; 
-Spared: the visir carried his complaints t 
Aziz^ and demanded to have the author of 
verses punished. "Rux. Ocia c^v^V^ ^bsu he 
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"V?IOFR fiircALlPHt* 

made the followinj^ ans'weT; *' As I 

: of xlic mjyry c-ffcred^ so I ilcsire that 

trt M*ith me of the merit of the 

iriL Iiim for the ofFence,** Ht 

Dy his son Al Man«ur, ihen only 

>M* Al Afh, before his de?itb, 

Ar-jiiaiij one ofhis white eunuchs, in 

^aciiy and fiaelity hjs son could ctmfide, 

pon him the government of his extensive 

tiions* 

^e contrast of Al Aziz's clemency mny be 
tud ifi A I Kader*s proclaitjation agiiinst the 
Khs of Egypt, It breathed all the nmcpuir 
fccokij^ie:ii ammosity* " The man who has 
isrped the throne/* vatd he, ** is sprung up hke 
utiihnjom from his originiil nothingnest, upon 
iv Cod ponr down all his wrath ?ind in- 
1 5 — a son of Siud- s, on whom God never 
■ ;iny inbcritimce; the descendant of an-* 
*.hat vrere the scum of the ho man r,iee, 
jprnirge of society, the disgrace fif humnnicy; 
thts and impostors ! may the cteninl niule- 
[jn of Gf d light on these outcasts ; these re- 
may they be for ever executed by all u lie 
. of vinuef 

I Hakcm uppolnted Al Aswad, or the Bkrk, 

tritide over the people of Damascus. Soon 

\hh arrival at that capital, he began to ha- 

ind r^pprr<;?, the Sonnrtes, in mid\ a munner 

to many of the Damas^ 

soldier, in paMrcnlaT, of 

irjd to be publicly lA'hipped ; 

edi at the same time, that iht";, 

be the reward of those vs lio 

► the memory of Aba Beer and 
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Omar. After whkh poniihwifnt'Ac Mngi 
V8f banished the ct^« 

The king of Al Aititim sent as armjr 
die comnuuul of Ebn Waady a general on ' 
he had heaped munerooa fayofti^ and wbt 
had raised irom the lowest ,state to die p 
die commander in chief of aQ his forces, to s 
Sfaa aAd Basra. Havine rednced both dn 
tiesy and enriched themsdVeswidi tlus mi 
immense wealth found in them» Ebn Was 
clared himself independent; drove his x 
ont of Al Batiha, and obliged him to Aj i 
fiige to Bagdad. But the recepdon he c 
enced was such as manifested the blackest! 
dtude in Al Kader» of which any man coi 
guilty: for, notwitbstandipg that prina 
treated this wretch in the most hospitahl 
generous manner, and h^d, in a great me 
put his treasuret and kingdom itself int 
hands, when he was threatened with imnn 
death by Al Tay, and forced to seek for ai 
lum in Al Batiha, Al Kader, at this tinn 
pelleJ him the city of Bagdad, and drove 
as it were, into tiie very jaws of destructioi 
more flagrant instance of ingratitude thai 
is, perliaps, not to be fijiind in history. 1 
same year when this happened, Bahaodi 
conferred upon Al Sharif the office of naki 
chief of All's descendants and followers in 
as also the po«t of si4preme Kadi and Iman 
a title signifying a man of the most illust 
virtues. Bahaoddawla's principal secretary 
ing drawn the proper instruments to be si 
by the caliph, in order to his being confinx 
the afofesaid employments, by the authori 



^H princ?e, v^ften he appeared with them, Al 
^Ber signed all those in strum cnts, excepting 
^P oaIv which was to constitute him sopreme 
H! 11 an ; but he refused settling his hand 

^■i.. . J ^Vi not thinking it proper that a Shiite 
^■iJd be invested with so great a degree of aa- 
Bity, as suf h an important post must neces^- 
H^ cot) fen 

Hb^^ following year, Monteser, finding it im- 
^^^W)le to pass the Jthun^ retired, with a few 
H^radherenu to Bokhara, Upon his arrival, 
■governor promised to assist him ; Hut, being 
mely pursued by 11 ek Khan*s general, to whom 
iiost oi his men had gone over in disgust, he 
tied that city, and fled into Khorasan, 
not hetn long in that province, when an 
cer was &ent in search ef him, who took him 
Icf a cottage, where he lay concealedi which 
n>roke open in die night, and put him to 

the ?396th year of the Hegh'a, a person, de* 

nded from one of the caliphs of the house of 

yah, too*: up arms agiiinst the Fatemit© 

Egypt^ As this man had Jirst carried 

bout in bottles as a common porter, h© 

;tnied Abu Racwali, or the Father of ' 

Bottle, He set up for a Teformer ; preached 

le people in the streets, highways, and other 

ic places ; and, by hh pretended sanctity. 

Red a E^reat number of followers. He first 

!sscd himself of Bajka ; and afterwards, 

_ ^-qA one of the caliph's generrils 

n, reduced to obedience all the 

or n i Said, or the Upper Egypt t by 

acquisition of territor)% as well as power^ 

swne so formidable, that the ca^t^^ io\i^d 



.lii^ 



obstinate and bloody dispute, they wci 
with great slaughter. Most of them 
to pieces in the action, and the rest so d 
that not the faintest traces of this rebel] 
afterwards to be seen. 

Soon after this, an important revolu 
pened in Andalusia. Mohanmied £bn 
with twelve of his accomplices, rebeUe< 
the caliph, Al Mowayyad, and seized 
city of Corduba. Being master of the cal 
son, he caused him, privately, to be co 
a house belonging to one of his friends i 
Christian extremely like him, and pret< 
was dead. The principal courtiers be 
desired to view the corpse, really took 
tliat of the caliph ; and it was soon after 
with great funeral pomp. Mohamm 
thinking himself secure, began to opi 
subjects, and insult their wives, in suet 
ncr, as absolutely alienated their affecti< 



:to have been Jead, oat of tie 
hi? had been concealed. *i his step 
tliJit he might prevail witli the people to 
tlo their Eatnial prince rather than to 80- 
,n Ills nephew- But, every one bein^ now 
^k ivith terror, no regard was patd to nis so- 
ations ; so that he was constrained to fly to 
?<io ; and SoHman possessed himself of Cor- 
a^ where he reigned about seven monUis. 
irever, distniiting the fidelity of the citizens 
»pc the Christian forces, for some time, in 
lalusia, and formed a camp of his troops, at 
nail dtsEance from the city. Mohammed, 
L after his flight to Toledo, assembled a very 
rons body of soldiers, which was reinforced 
|Christmn officers of distinction, who were 
rviceable to himp Sohman, having been 
i of tlie prepjirations that they were mak- 
t*> tittttck him, endeavoured to engage thti 
'' orduba to support him* But tlicy, 
ccted to his cause, excused tbemselvei 
n talking tlie fleld* A battle ensued, by wliich 
cro'ttTi was placed once more tjpon M(t- 
imcd- s bead ; though, in a very short time, 
wa^ again driven irom the thrones when A I 
ffayyad took hh place, and ordered him to 
aeheaded as an usuiper. 1 he l>e:id was i\[~ 
ards carried upon the top of -'i lance through 

Kls of I he metropolis, and his body buried 
iicr of thf moiiquei BoUman, however, 
I had the crown m vitw, caused gn:ui 
in the cotmtiy about Corduba, Seville, 
latrava, laying it waste with fire and 
iniomuch, that a very exiet\vi\e Wiidu 
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SMPTmi CF THE AE^Bl, 

and of callmg SolimaoT whom they d 
as tlie onlf person capable of protedl 
to die crcwQ- That prince, therefooJ 
been j orned by a great number of Mussal 
crowded to him from all part^ ad vane 
formidable army to the gates of ConJ 
summoned the city to stixrender, Fmd 
evert ^^ garrkon and inhabttanis m 
defend it to the last extremity, he m 
place m iormf and carried on his am 
the utmost vigoiw ; the besieged oppi 
mth equal bravery^ and making se^'Oj 
ful sallies* However, one of the g| 
betrayed into Solimao's hands, be eo 
town without opposition ; burnt maj 
houses and public buildings ; destroy^ 
nite nujnber of citizens, axid gave thi 
to hts troops to be plundered, for tliree- 
days* The people who survived the 
submitted ; and the caliph was led t 
city, and permitted to retire into Afri 
he probably ended his days. 

During the reign of Al Kader, Ka 
of Mozanderan, was dethroned by hi 
who accused him of too great severir 
a false pretext," replied he ; ** I am i 
this unfortunate situation only becai 
lenity to five or six of you, whose bloo 
have shed." The insurgents sent fc 
whom they compelled to accept th 
threatening, if he persisted in refusal, 
to a stranger. As soon as he was ins 
he went in search of his father, threw 
his feet, offered to re-instate him, and 
against the rebels. Kabus, who had 
a distant casde^ c\\^rsxv^d to find his sen 



filial :^1 hm t « ta 

id my <*^- V 

fOa . _, , . y i*uti-.>v ' y 

In this retreat his f 

id he tasted the ptt re ajii. ^ . . > 

tie sciences bestow on the r 

But lib t^iiemitsj believi] 
tcoaM ever pardon tiie ^-^ J 

urn, put a period to his lilt n^ y^^\^^>n. 
omse of the antipathy of Al Hakcm, 
iph of Egypt and Syria» to women is tin- 
i but »t is certain that he puniihed tht^m 
astoni ' ' Tce of severity, prt>- 

in to L home-s.^ nr cylhi to 

the terr^iCLi. 'ia pul ^ ^ ihe-ir 

d i %* >hp y h i ni , and eft t'C t : :* %-en t 

■reels i>f the p Li -'-t 

hiding mndt t' lu 

ui Lip liiUJi uwrkets, lest they sht»uld be 
d to at tend themp Men carried ihctr mer* 
i'/e tliroiigh the streets^ and the ^^'otiicu 
their purchases without kiiviiig the door, 
\th was the consequence of the tr.iivst; its- 
It was but just tlmt this tyranny ^.liould 
ished by *i iwomim. Hakeni was murder* 
the instigation of his sister. The scene of 
rcadful transvictton was near the sepulchre 
Fokai, towards tht^ eastern part of HoU 
In order to exalte Ebn Dawas to the per- 
on of so horrid a deed, she promised lo 
lim at thehciid of the administration, and 
e assassins who were employed under him 
ousand dinars. The body of the murder^ 
iph, which tlie villains brought her, she 
in her own house, and, for ^iome tinu% 
is death concealed. But^ at Ust^ whcxx 
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156 EMfHltB OF TtfE AAAVS, 

the profile grew uneasy respecting him, slic^ 
voked tne gxanaees and principal courtierstj 
discovered tbe loiurdcr/ Then she caused^ 
DawUy and his two domestics, who bad emlj 
their hsmds in the bh^d of their sovereign^ 
all other persons in any manner privy to \M 
fair, to- be put to death ; though, bf %OTcm 
torians» it is said tliat she slew them wi^ 
own hands. 

. I'he Egyptians, duriijlg his -reign, gMi 
under the pressure of the severest tyramf^M 
excited several of them to write aneoyaM 
ters, complaining of his conduct ; and till 
complatnts ^hey added imjnecalianSi ,• Hi 
went still farther, and placed in the UM| 
statue resembling a woman, with a ganm 
shoes on, holdin^r a sealed paper in hvJi 
Al Hakemhimselfy coming to the spot,'icif 
paper, the contents of which gave him such 
fence, that he commanded the city of Mesrili 
which it was, to be reduced to ashes, and al 
inhabitants to be put to the sword. The b 
of these orders was resisted with uncoDtt 
bravery by the citizens : nevertheless, he fo 
means to set the city on fire in several pb 
though he pretended to be ignorant of bodj 
author and cause of those public calanu 
After the flames had raged three whole d 
the principal citizens assembled to implore 
divine assistance, and to petition Al tiaka 
put an end to this conflagration. He reta 
ior answer, that he had neither permitted 
commanded any incendiaries to, bum the 
A^otwithstaudmpr -wViVcVi •ii^^se.ruon, he is kn 
to have encouraged \]tv^ \^^MxvQ^xs •a.tx^s^^^ 
tj'Mgedy. It was uot xlW ^ iouiS^Kv t^'mx 



cfmnmicdi and a ^^rcat JutiWtude 
lUiris of hoih sextrs, and all ;iges iin*i 
♦ had been massacred, thdl die calipli 
in their belialf- 

4 Ga^Ei, from siniple goifemor of 
became, m tlie caliphate of Kader, a 
ince, and an illastrious conqueror* He 
part of India, and in one oi' diese 
found a templcj whose idol, composed 
lid stone, measured £fty cubits in 
ti destroyed itj tjumolated ^fty thou- 
s worshippers^ and despoiled the lem* 
felve coiunms of masj^ive goldj covered 
les, and a variety of other precious 
The gigiintic monuments still seen there, 
lit, III this sort of workmanship, India 
inferior to Egypt. The riches, vihich 
obtained from the treasure of one In- 
^ only reiiders probable the account* 
£ the golden pillars. Millions in gold 
} diamonds in astonishing profusion j 
t furniture ; brocades of inestiniable 
became the spoil of the Persian, wtih- 
ikin^ a single blow ; as did hltewise 
of the Indian, who vainly flattered 
at his xTtaking no resistance would eui. 
not only to indulgence, but to the 
I of his iJirone* Mahniud crueUy un- 
hiiTij and taught him n lesson, whid) 
rve as a warning to princes^ who, in- 
y mch a hope, should be tempted to 
the m ode rat ion of their enemies. He 
essed tlie feeble monarch : " Have you 
Dry? Ca/r jou play :it cKe^s^^^-^^X^sJ* 
: ** Well/' resiimed MaVmud, ^'^ ^\^ 
\dtwq kmgfi reignmg tog^<£dvei\tv ^^ 
P 2 VA.uv^ 
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flUDtnadon? cnr,at clieii,twottiB« < 
the same field? Why then trsrejoab 
the means of defence, so impradeltt ai 
me to become master of yomr penon 
damain 2*' -He sent him mto fcnui§ t 
. hb ci^Mtalt wherehepenmttedhimto 
faaiblTy because his deauth'ivas of no ntO 
dKNUd be dvlj veiffhed bj all thoae^^ 
reduces to the croel alternative of bm 
in id^defencef or enduring Kfb faiglori 
sobmitting to the foe. 

A poor man com^amed to Mahmi 
c£ lus soldiers having forcibly entered 
inthe nifihtt and ohhged him to emit ii 
vifeandchildren* ^ If he dioold red 
the prince, ^ let me know/' The s 
ntnniy and the poor man hastened to i: 
Snltan, who went with him to lus dw 
dered the lights to be eztinguished, ai 
intruder in pieces. He then, comma] 
flambeaus to be lighted, and gazing 
on the face of him whom he had put 
prostrated himself, oflFered up a prayer < 
giving to God, and asked for some ref 
Sarlcy, bread, and sour wine, were all 
to set before him, and with a contented : 
fill air, he ate and drank of these -v^Htl] 
tite. His host begged to know why 
had been extinguished, and how he co 
tisHed with such coarse fare ? Mahmu 
" Ever since your complaint, my min< 
harassed with the thought that none 1 
my own sons would have dared to cor 
an act of audacvtY ** "^ V-sA t^^c\^^<: 
him no lenity, tccA coxwiaaLTv^^^ \Js\r: ^ 
put out, that his sis'^vmx^^^^x.^x^'^^ 



' that the crimin^il ^ ;i5 not mr sot)| I 
fthants to ihr Aimighty, T ' ^T 

imit with the food you j m 

; >Lt. ;' ' • : iar the aiutcty i li.ax .suf- 
He u , for the injury done you* 

me both cii appetite and rest. Tills 
N^ho was extremely ii^ly» grieved at hh 
personal beauty, kst it should ditnitiiih 
ttem and ^fectlon of his snlijects. A poet 
n him once on that occasion, i± yr*ur mo- 
tt' never more deformed tlian your l'e;tt tires, 
tmll have nciuson to coinplpttn. From this 
:.il cfctVct, he deduced a moral ref^exioo, 
leserv^int^ the atttniion of even those \\ ho 
! th hi k I hemscl vcs h o niel y- Like 1^1 jjim udi 
y loe^k in a glass, they should s^y, I ol> 
l^jany iaultss in niyi^elf» thjit I citn easily 
^Kose of cithers, Somti tjme before his 
|r fixed his re?iid(mie iti India* inhere he 
I sly propagated the Muhamixicdan iaith* 
Kayer pt'aceahly took possession of a j^ 
thrr's throne* A reign of trirty- jq^jj' 
ears* serves but to cr emprise frati ^ 

OS, vjctorkii, and rebellions ; in which he 
parcel y concerned. We can only observe* 
ne of the latter drove him from the throne, 
Ich his repciitin;^ subjects, shortly after, 
id him. It is pleasing to bclr^-'ve, lliat he 
his reinstatement lo his virtues i for he was 
|ljmild| patient* popLtlar, just, and fearln^^ 
Bompetcnt to state atTitirs, and capable of 
^fctcellent counsel. His enemsi'^ listened 
Hi vice, and his influence pTCf^eTved ^eitct* 

ifppcur^d during]: tVi^ w^v.* 
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ed by Sultan Mahmud, rebelled agair 
as did also Al Ray, and ether places i 
sian Irak : but, in the course of a fe 

I a letter was received from Sultan Ma 

dia, in which he gave an account of 
killed fifty thousand infidels, taken sei 
sand prisoners, and acquired a boot; 
ing. to above a million of dinars. 

In the course of the next year, tl 
Mussulmcn, being dissatisfied with tJ 
nor's administration, sent a deputat 
caliph of Egypt, to complain of his 
and tyrannical conduct. That prin 
by their just complaints, sent an arm 
oily, to oblige the emir to redress all t 
anccs, and govern, for the future, i 
equitable manner. Al Akhali, bein^ 
by the calipli's forces at Palermo, defc 
self with astonishing bravery till he 



was paved, in n short time, for mm 
dI" the whole bljind by cbc Franks* 
xutt Mfchiiel Fuphhigon, stitit an am* 
) this einir, to make proposals for an 
Uion : a treaty oF peace w.u con* 
^ticn tliese two prijices to * ; - 

rtioti { which, ;is the enih% hr^ 
jaimself to tlie will of tl^e tinpLrur, 
ed the Sicilinn Mu^^ulmen^ especiaily 
ass of the people, thut they resolved 
im. His hroiher, AUu Caab, triking 
,of the ferment occiasirmed by diis 
endeavoured to seize upon the otFice 
It* beinii^ defeated m a general ac- 
plted to the calrph of Kgypt for as- 
lich havhifc obtained, he reduced hU 
;uch dTfficiilties that he found him- 
I to (|uit the riland, and fly to Con* 
I in order to implcre the protection 
►eror* Tl^ut jiTince, who iniaynjicd 
now a fine opportunity of recover- 
treated hmi with the lughest mark-i 
►Hj and promised lo support biin in 
Etensions, agiimst both his African 
I enemieii ; but, not bemg eirpcdiuoits 
lupplymi^ the deLhroned emir witii a 
>opsi to reinstate him in the govern* 
e Mohamrmer!;!!! part of Hkily, Lea 
prefect of Italy, %vkh ti view of driv* 
idels out of the island, attended him 
m forces he could in a iborttrmc as- 
jj- which mriMi*^ he overthrew Abu 
rer. ^This obliged 

I' h, H ho» being av^t^ie:^^^'^^ 
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on the subject of medicine, and the 
respect paid at the Mohammedan coi 
profession of that science. The celel 
cenna flourished about tliis time. H 
a physician and a poet : he was bom 
of Bokhara, thous:h his father was 2 
Balkh. By the time he was ten yc 
had learned the Koran by heart, mai 
progress in the belles-lettres, and st 
did and Ptolemy's Almaeest. Afi 
completed his tenth year, his father j 
a gardener, to loam arithmetic ace or 
Indian method of computing; the Ind 
or arithmetical characters, beginning 
to be in use among the Arabs. He 
tvards instructed m the rudiments < 
Bokhara. He then applied himself t< 
of physic, and soon attained to a surp 
in that science ; insomuch, that he 
manv T>hv<;ir:il \rrit-pr«;. and nprfom 
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Sotirs, were £a*3 to Tiaire 



td to hiQi in his dreams* \N/ben ht hmd 

lis studies ill pii)->ic» logk^ aaturaJ phi- 
inJ matheinalic«>, he procc^ ' -^ '^ rte- 
and tJieologjp In sliort, i ^^y 

»g bad made himself masttr tn Lverj 
"useful Ikernmre, and every noble sci- 
vai«d ill tJiat agCy by the time lie ea- 
n hh nmeteentb year. His father then 
travelled intojorjan and Dabestan ; In 
of which provinces he had a severe fit 
is. After his recoTery, he returiied 
, and composed tlie first book of his 
ent of tlm Almagest, and other psccet 
tgh esteem. He was afterwards ad- 
3 the dignity of visir, at Hamadah; 
^Idiery, being afraid of him, plundered 
j» dragged him to prison, and would 

Ki to deuth. He was^ however, soon 
pis oihce, though he declined tljc 
c, as soon as he convetiientiy could, 
2iut himself up in the house of an apo* 
Inhere he finished hts system of matJie- 
d tiaiural philosophy, except the two 
Lting of vegetables and aiumals. He 
E wrote privately to Alaoddawla, and 
' might be permitted to live ^vith him, 
' discovered, he was tbrown into prison, 
Tvmained in a state of close confine* 
four monibsj at the expiration of 
: was brought back to Hamadan, from 
! contrived to escape to Effabian* Here 
ilh a reception from Alaodd^iwla, wor-^ 
E superior meritp and put iVve Vat^i V'a.vx.^ 
of Ms learned works* Ifle W^ t^*^^^^- 
tegfieijt constitution* which VeVa^^xttx-^ 



epiuph, written by a satirical poet, 
that nis scientific and philosfjphic -woi 
taught him morality, nor his medici: 
of preserving his health. 

In the 447th year of the Hegira, . 
distracted with the insolence of th 
militia, which, at this time, renden 
little better than a scene of riot and 
found himself obliged to quit the ci 
dad, and to put himself under the pr 
the caliph of £gypt« That prince 
bim both with money and troops, h< 
came very formidable in the Ax^ian 
sessed himself of that province, and 
even to the very gates of Bagdad, 
•nemy to oppose him, he now looked 
self as emir4d-omra, and ordered his 
to be mentioned in all the mosques 
jurisdiction : nor did he leave any thii 
Al Malec, who, after the example of 



il-cfnd. Hr bmrij-lit 



lited upoTi the cairph, aiul piiid him 
ommrji dtiL» lo his high diirTiiiv. TTfiw- 
I tic Turkx liivii^g, soon , d 

Imitnipi" . Tf:r ritfoplerofc , , : _ , .,iid 
I tht^m ^ J AH rnsuk which |o ifw 

... di^tt be comiiuotiied hts 

; ,> J X I g y e;ir, A 1 K ;t % c^ jn , th e cal i ph 
bgdad, honoured To^rol Bck ^ith ihe im- 
1 vcUt ^i^*J croMTied hin\ kini; of Bagdad* 
|fcfrwij« »dc»rnGd him vvkh tlw? ctillar mid 
appotii^ed him niltr ov-tr hti court, 
ed ittouey to be ctniicd in his Bame: 
ly enemy piTemmi; to upptar against 
in the Fersbii or Arabian Irakf or 

fern was, in the next ye.ir, depe>sed, and 

ciser, thr ndiph of Egypt ^ prMthymed 

' inht*j rnnm* While A I Kisyrm made 

r to 1 n pi^rt of thr ihft M Ba- 

cntcred ^ , with the Egypiiaa siim- 

in the name uf Al Moiitanj^tiri ;ind com- 

d pHiyers to be put ap for htm in the 

mosqa*;. Afterwards, he cuirfmanded Al 

fm*s viiir to be fcttncd, anti c^irried on a 

. through tlie sttetHs nf Baf^dad, dressed in 

ollen gown, with n high rt:iJ bimnctf and a 

L*m colkr aUoot his neck* a man iiishing 

the way bdilnd. Then, being sewe4 up 

L-sb bniri hiJct with the horns placed over 

► he WTiK himg upnn houks> and ti^m^tv^ 

^sin^f uU he died, lu \\ie meMv\.\\tvti 

f mhw^d at the cuznpt \sVi^i^ ^ ^^^ 
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%t«j t^4 tor liitTBf on ihe east stde cf tk^ 
Upw** **is retreat* the mob plundered the U 
nil palace of articles, to an mestin^ahkT^ 
Pray^ri were offered up for Al Mostaaser,^ 
Al Ka><^m was coDveyed, in chains > to V 
In the very next jem; however, he was i 
in his fotmar authority, and as caliph of I 
dad, wai treated with uucommon markit 
verence and dis[iiictioii ; and Al liasasirit 
fit to njtire to Waseti where, having coB 
vast quantity of com, he put it on boardi 
vesseU then in the river ; but, rcceiTiBg : 
of the new rei^olution at Bagdad, he advajic 
to Al Nomaniaj a place at no great difisr 
from that citVi Here a battle ensued, trtr 
ended lo the defeat of Al Basasiri, who W3*fc 
self kiUed in the action ; and his head, be 
struck off, was, by the order of Togrol Bek,i 
ried on a pike through the Greets of Bagdai 
Soon after, Togrol Bek demanded Al kay« 
daughter in marriage, but was refused herbl 
caliph, w^ho thought it too great an honour! 
Turk to aspire to. TogroPs visir, therefbvfll 
vised his master to retrench, by degrees^ tb 
liph's revenues ; upon which the Sukan toA 
Al Kayem's officers to touch the public mo 
This prohibition reduced the caliph to sudi 
tress, that he suffered himself to be persn 
to let Togrol take the princess, though I 
against his will. The Sultan, having thas 
ried his point, revoked the order he had t 
for seizing the caliph's treasures; and, • 
highly pleased with that prince's complb 
sent him vet^ t\tVv ^x^^Kt&.'i* The lame j 
MaezzoddawVa^Ocva ^^Scv^^^t Vst^ ^ Vii 
departed this ^c> :wA-w^^\i^x>s^ va.'^' 



mned w have been a just, mfTciAilj and 

A servant havi , hy 

Mit oite of his fDre tt ,.ud, 

? by the providence ;i. u i ■ . ex of 

Olid not punijsh Jiioi t r ji i' ^tn 

as !>eeii produced as an inictamce 

oodness and clemencj-, 

vjiig year, Seida^ the caliplis^'s 

, ....:, conducted to Togrol, who te- 

•r witfi great demonstrations ^i 'py^ 

wed gifts on all the caliph's servants 

mpanied her. The marriage iva« cele- 

Al Ray, hk royal seat, then the capi* 

I Persian Irak; he having made the 

ispositions for receiving her witli the 

ilcndor and magnificence : but, findmg 

at that time excessive, he retired to 

where be had a most beautiful pakce* 

proposed to take some retreshmeni in 

ind snlny season, and %vas attacked by 

fltlXi which carried him off in a few 

e has been irepresenced as a merciful 

mt prince, eitremely well versed in the 

penimetit. All the iieighbouring sove«* 

:eedioglf feared him, and wrote to him 

itt mbmissrve style* 

incess Seida ret\irned to Bagdadi whore 
Bceived by lier tather^ whop in a few 
d tlie debt of natyrt. At the time of 
, lie was seven ty-siK years old, ;tnd had 
Pour years upon the thrnnc. When he 
bis end approaching^ he appointed Al 
ds griiiidson, to succeed him* aivd sent 
incjp;*! grandees to atttmd x^mxrv^i^^^^ 
tgaMiion, Al Kayem wi$\eatu^^ V^- 



decease, we are told, that such heav; 
in Arabian Irak, that they occasione 
ordinary inundation of the Tigris ; 
that many animals were carried a\* 
rapidity of the current; and that 
himselt was, in an instant, so surroun 
waters on his throne, that he must 
tably perished, had not one of his si 
him on his shoulders, and preserrei 
the impendinjjf tate. 

Durii\a: this rei^jn, a most dreadful ( 
Liid in ruins Al Kamla Isanis, and i 
cities. 'Ihe havoc occasioned by i 
trophe was so great, that two thousan 
dred n.en, woiren, and children, peri 
Ramlu oiUy ; vast numbers also me 
the same unhappy fate, in many of 
bouring cities. A grievous famine likt 
in Egypt ; insomuch, that a dog wa 
bought for less than five dinars, nc 



d by the niiserable wretches jiiba- 
ipot where the giblict stood ; for the 
ot only fed on the c;irc;iscs of all 
itsts, hut likewise tJie bodies of men* 
d children ; maiiy of the hmer of 
ley boiled, and sold public! f tor food, 
the beginning of this dreailt'iii caUmiry, 
ph had about teii thousand two hundred 
mnlest and camels, in his stables ; hut, at 
d of itj he had only three horses left* 
^tince himself was obliged lo part with 
ite, tapestry^ sumptuous garments » cxea- 
cwels ^nd valuable furniture, for suste- 
The people of Egypt were also visited 
blague this year, which swept away the 
^ part of the inhabitants of that coimtry, 
alamitjes, we are told, were presaged bf 
that appeared a little before they hap- 
other prodigies which have beea 
ijUcc of by the Eg}^tiaa writers* 
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CHAP. VII- 
£ai^ rf fife ^«rij, tfn^<?r ;Atf Home tfJlM 

■ 
jkx% A I* KAYER died at seventy-sixi a 
mffjt' •** ^^s succeeded by his g^afldson^ , 
^ ^ Mpktiidi. The new caliph perfomiedl 
fimend eetcmony at his predecessor's tnterme' 
and enjoyed a prosperous reiffii. The people 
STriSf AnlH^i, Palestine J and Irak, recogob 
hu anth o i Uy^ and the city of Bagdad flcniriib 
li4ub: he sac on the Mohammed an tlirone. | 
was bora six months after his father's deatliiSi 
was die only male of Al Kayer^s family di 
survived him* He was the twenty -seventh c 
liph of the bouse of Al Abbas, and had am 
respect paid him by Malec Shah, the eni]r4 
omray than had been received from the soils 
or prime minister of the caliphate, by many \ 
his predecessors. Al Moktadi married the dand 
ter of his emir, a lady of great beauty ; andB 
public rejoicings at Bagdad, when she madeh 
entry into that capital, were such as surpass 
every thing of the kind, that had happened b 
fore in the Mohammedan world ; tor all d 
streets of the city were illuminated with wj 
torches on this occasion ; and the caliph, in o 
der to demonstrate his aflFection for her j«pi: 
ed a most magnificent entertainment. TwttI] 
four thousand pounds of sugar is said tobK 
been coi^umed in the desert Sone. 



U-T^** cT*-,k T-: ? he next year, ptTformetl tli^ 
I , at sm incredible expejicf { 
Mucs .inLtiTMiing the usual tribute, which 
nms paid, he employed very large snmi 
mg towns in the desert, where he older J 
great number of welk and cisterns to bow 
I and water to be conveyed to them from 
I pares* He likewke commanded pleiKy of 
risinns to be carried for the subsistence oi 
pilgnms, and diiitributcd immense snml 
otig the poor^ with uiipitrnlleleJ libt^ntUty, 
"ciore Malec Shah's datvtrhtcr bad been long 
ried to A! Moktadi, she left her husbiind i^| 
just, nnd returned to HifLihiin, then her i\\^ 
r's residence, and the capiul of die Seljtikiar^l 
piiei where she ren^ined till the time (jf her 
At ihts period p the brotho* of SeverunJ 
I metropolitan of Etliiopia, came iuto KgypLl 
presents for Al Jt-mal, Al Mt>stans«r*^ visir,! 
ch by no means pleased him, A\ soon as th«l 
' had received tl^em^ he sent for the Alt'xan»| 
jtfi patriiircht and demanded why he had orv 
ed the metropnUtau of Ethiopia, withoutl 
^ihe usmd sum to the Fatemite caliplj* 

I'tse complained, that the inetroj^rliLaiil 

Krhcr caused any mosi]iic9 to be ct eeteJJ 

•lljiiopia, nor sent him any rich presents, ail 

bad pro misled. To ih'iB expor^tulation, a hi- 

b, who atteiidc>d the patriarclj, replied, **that 

I mi'tropolitari tif Ethiopia had been ordained 

|y Uy hf:i rxprest; order ;** 'I'o wbicb the viairl 

^ercd, *''Jhat bntit he and the i^atriarchj 

He then insisted apon their sending twcil 

Mmmediately ijitp Ethiopiai M-bo sljouldl 

to have a certain mmdicr of mosques" 

: In that pri^vjjicc, and see th;it 4v^u\c %^~ 
o :5 w^ 



ef«y thing they brought with ihem, 

Iwitd; a tew of them oul)^ escapmg, who 
M means to netire to the neighboDring moan* 
i. This tragical event so raiised the repu- 
gn ufEbn Ay sun, that the caiiph made hi in 
of % saraptUQus vest, m ord^v to do 
honour as a reward for the skill he hai 
E in his arL 
irkiarok marched into Khorasaii, where 
»n Shah had on foot a considerable body of 
is: but the sultan was ddivered fram all 
:e apprehensions of Arsl?*n Shah by one of 
prince's sons, who slew his father before he 

n opportunity of coming to any engage- 
t with Barkiarok. He comrrtitted tliat pai*i 
^ tn order to sei^e hi«( fatlier's governmeiat, 
\u however^ did not fall to his share ; for 
iarok, having made himself master of Kho- 
I appointed Saujar, one of his brothers, to 
lie ovt.T that province, and returned to Irak* 
ever, Arslan Shah was assassinated by t?ne 
\ domestic St to free mankind as he pretended 
bis injustice. * ^ 

out the first or second campaij^ of the fa* 
I crusades, a numerotu army of Franks, 
r the command of king Baldwm, entered 
besitged Antiochj and took that city; 
a the following year they presented them- 
6 before Jerusalem! and having erected two 
n against it, they took it on the nortli side, 
put the if^habltants lo tlie sword- They 
hucd to kill the Mussohnen in the adjacent 
Itry for several week^s together, destroying 

chapel Al Kaia seventy tbousaivd ^^t^^^ 

£fe3ts* Tir^/Mcwise drove al\xW is 
^empJ^ znd burnt them ia it. 
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tut l&t m TffE JftrASf , 

the bootf Jlcqujred on tim ocrasiof}» v!t 

't went aboTe fofty tbofisvL<d ti 
o£ the i^ixie meoU and afti 
I c/ gold. Tht Lots of Jmial 
tvas fiot Jeu fc«r«tied bj tfv Ja^obiie Chrimi 
than by the Mbisidsicii tiirm^]vc» ; luice si 
Frtnki w^mld not peroift them ta go ob fi^ 
mage thither, iwr eren on any accdimt v^'^ 
to aip^Tomch ttuU place. \^l)en the neirf of n 
cenflife ilestruction reached Bagcbdt tk t^ 
fied copftiers who brought it tmploicd bofli v 
calrphh*s add siiltati^s aftsWuDce in the mf^ * 
fecting terms. Ilie jnhabitatics of tku <^ '"^ 
sated upof] tmmcdbLte relief; ind^d^ M) G^^ 
ported were they ^3th grief» and so inl^tf 
<fn the occasian, th4t they forgot their dif 
God, and neglected the most soiemtk fast d'i 
mad^n^ ^ 

The Franks, after some tinae, elated with 4* 
succe&s, advanced to Tripoli, and laid tt^f 
that city, and soon after they took Am f 
storm ; btit by a reverie of fortune, two ] 
ncrals of the Franks wene defeated by Uit S 
hammedan^ in Syria, where they lost ten iN 
£and men* Tripoli, after having suitaiy^' 
seven year's siege^ in which the greater part< 
the inhabjtM.nts had been destroyed by ho^ 
famine, and the sword, was obliged to a^ 
late. This city v^s at that time full of Mofe* 
medan^, and contained very muny learned «* 
Two years after the Franks made tliciii^ 
majiter of Saida, and all the coast of Syria* ; 
dreadful tempejit happened in Egypt, *^ 
filled the au "w'^xh cVju4^ di dvast, '1 he bfifi* 
^jcccssively gicaX, uivi ^^^fc ^^ ^'aiv^is*^ 
A species o£ Tik"^ ^^a^i^ "o^^^^^ias^ ^^ 



ft CA.LtFH3* 

from one part of the heminpfa 

l^htch was Iblbwed with so thick 
had not been known in the me- 
These strange au4 surprising 
I tenilied many people, that the/ 
eir houses, imagming that the day 
nust certainly he at hand. 
In the 512th year of the Hegirn^ the 
iph Al Mostadher departed diis life at 
gdad, in the 25ih year of his rei gn^ 
ucceeded by Al Mostarshed, whoj in 
^ee, revived the ancient: splendour of 
ate- He would not suffer any dicta- 
c^d for himself. His brother, Abul 
firing himself to the throne, assembled 
ody of troops in the Arabian Irak, 
'olted against his brother, and claimed 
f caliph* The dignity j however, to 
aspired was very short lived. A\ Mos- 
me up with hini, gave him battle, and 
f defeated him. Hasan was taken 
I the action, and was sent to the ca» 
generously graated him his life, and 
Lt liberty* The same year Bald^vin^ 
ned the title of the king of Jerusalem* 
wiUi a powetitii army into Egypt, in 
make himself master of tlaat opalent 
HL swimming, for his amusement, in 
■H'outid which he had formerly re- 
PEd afresh, and could not be healed ; 
id him to return to Jerusalem, where 

k* Bagdad was now seen at the head 
, not only exercising axv Vuife^gss^- 
mty in the city, but attem^w^x^ «^^- 
P mgre over princes* v;\wa \tca.%vc\Si^ 
R 2 ^^^ 



rescea, and treated witn great mdign 
liphy liaving received advice of the i 
him in the person of his ambassad 
vrith an army of thirty thousand me 
dad to Al Mawsel, and was met b) 
small distance from the latter of thes 
not being able to oppose the caliph 
invested the city of Al Mawsel, an< 
besieged it in form. Whilst he 
place closely without, a company < 
within agreed to betray it to him ; t 
covered and executed, he raised th 
he had carried it on ineifedually 
months, and returned to Bagdad, 
time the repose of the army, as wi 
court in Egypt, was disturbed by f 
of which was headed by Al Hake 
endeavoured to excite tho emirs to ; 
soldiers were divided into two pow 
some of them espousing the tenets 



iiiL e* Upon To* 

liu ......... ->'"!! ts Baf- 

iriied by his fhVi- madUiito 

bedtitdl}' to tbai cu . » ^^. V rd^r to as- 

^ govertiment, aod si coorier waj db* 

ixo bLm ibr that purpose* hi^sud bmg 

J, b the cicT ^f Alia, diar dve »liph ^ 

1 1 m violation of Ills engageme^tSr ^>^ 

Iiis name to be suf pressed m the pubHc 

Lprtrtd cf :Le title ax^ qBjIttjr of 

i rketi at the head of a fainnnl 

■ , wlicre lie arai met lij 

mied bv a ^rcat futo^ 

Uit; principal iiobiUtf md l«.»r<fs cf his 

Jtc '■ M wuig deserted lo the 

smrrDtmded and taJten, 

1^ .niW a iKglit apposkioii, 

^B^iid opened its ^es 

rat jsuikiDrg mx^ resastancs* Tiie 

' ' ill a teiu. 21 some dbtance 

"1}% whef e messages past betwtm 

aniT^I^TiDe topr^e« At kfigtti 

that Al M«5tai^hed sboold paf 

ntej afid rem;! in in Bagdad; be 

aituxl m Hdc on horseback, with 

[ yf a licne, m token id' hoiKynrt car- 

him* He was even upon tlie point 

to 0Jig^d;td» ^hen ifildlige^ce behig 

ih^ arrival cf an anibiissadvr, the 

iwed Masud to meet hiiu, *itiJ iinung 

ne of those who h;id tliw' c^ire ut the 

?'»' ,. a p\v^\^ . ^ "^ 




1 S6 ^*» l« ©F TITB Alt Al Is 

iAs&inate him* by giving him en ks* than i ^ 
wounds. Not s^tis^ed with the pcrprtfatwH 
ihb horrid deedj they barbaronslj cut <# *< 
liDsc an4 ears, and kit hjm, bj wayrf *^ 
tempt, naked upon the spot, Manf '**^*^| 
that M^tid was at the botxom of ihts ifwr»« 
attiuied him v,lih the appearance of aa ^^ 
fBodatkm oalj' in order to conceal hii df^j 
A I Mostar^ed enjoyed an eicelkot constTi^t'iJ I 
amd is said to hare possessed the rare i J^'' *j 
expreising much in a few words. He wisf 
ceeded by bU $on, 

A -p. A I Rashid, whom Masud 
* llV^" *^^^ *^^° ^^ engagemtrnt not t^t 

hii father'fi death. Hetignedadedipi 
following purport: *< If ever I raisetroopf t J 
quit Bagdad; if I pot to death any persosta 
to sultan Masudj I ^ball have deposed Wf 
The expected event soon occtirred. Ma:4»()^ 
znanded a sum of money, which he iaiisttd t 
caliph had promi^d him ; to which the bQffM 
fused compliance, and recalled the troopA^ 
the neighbourififf provinces to his 
Masud besieged mm m his capital; 
arose between the allies; and the poitiiti 
tremely press ed by the enemy, considered 1 
foTtunate in securing his safety by €ight^ 
sud entered Bagdad, assenibkd the ji»ktf 1 
doctors of the law, and she^^^ed them tM*l 
ing, by which Al Rashtd had depoied J 
Who had been the aggressor, or whethsl 
had not given the pontiiF provocatioat * 
the Buhject of etv<\uirY. Masiad was the i 
e?t J and Ras\\\d n?^ ^e^^a^i4 V\ 



s4rae mssembly th-ii had declared 
il Radhid mawordi)' oi hi^ exalted ^a* 

I procidnned A I Mnkiafi^ hts titicle, to 
ccessor* As this cullpK owed bis cle^ 
iielf to Ma-sud, lie tiid not diink of 

the least power or authority during 
pe*& life, but after his death he as&erted 
pndence, and assumed the reins of au- 
bt cmlf in Bagdad but m the greater 
fersla and Arabia, which bad been iub- 

bd. 
IS, at the time of his de^ih, about 
^ years old, and had reigned almost nine* 
p He was a great lover of pious and 
pen, humble and affable ; stiperiot to 
lljukian princes for religion, clemency, 
|t©- His bravery was also celebrated ; 
ill to have defeated armies at the first 
p to hiivf* kiOed lions with a single 
He fiietjuendy, when a boy, was in bat- 
febtight band to hand with the enemy* 
rs proved victorious in the wars with 
lers; the people lived in ease and 
rough the whole course of his reign*; 
karded treasures, distributing them 
Is counters, which was the re;! son that 
mnost always poor* This prince was tlic 
(i? Sejukian sultans that had any power 
rabiau Irak ; for upon bis decease Al 
prprived them of all authority in the 
ji^dad* 

Ictafi S^d after havii^g reigned twenty* 
and thrt?e months j he was the first 
^d in the i^raliian Irak \vii\\CiU\ 'a ^^^* 
vcnicd his armies as we\\a.v\\\^ ^^^^ 
to lus Qwa w'iil;%mj^<£ <!^ ^^^ 



the mountainous parts of the Persian ! 
*that no considerable tumults or comm 
turbcd his repose during the rcmaiini 
prosperous reign. 

About this period many violent she 
earthquake were i'elt in Syria, and whi 
€d as far as Tripoli and Antioch, by 
incredible number of people perished 
ruins of the several towns that were 
A school fell down at Kama while 
ter was out on some particular busi 
crushed to pieces all the scholars ; ai 
^£ their parents cume afterwards to e 
any of them, it is probable that they si 
shared the same fate. When tliis shoe 
ed at Shaizzu-, the saheb of that pla< 
cumcising his -childy and a great numl 
pie was assembled to witness the cerei 
of whom only escaped, when the ] 
thrown dowji. aiid he. was killed hv tV 



J HOT to pro 

ien concladedlih rcHectinn wltli ilic fDtlcnr. 
arkable words* ** Unhappy U ibc prr- 

ibti spends his dmc m aniTi^tirjg tho^thmgs 
he must leave, and doers not make ibe 

ipal object of regard that Being in wlioffi 

'itBgs are to be found-** 
The caliph^ Al Mokt;iBf appoioied lus 9Qii 
Ipf lo succeed iibn a ItttJe before hit death ; 
^B^ne of his ccincubrne^i by whom be had a 
^kuTiuirEied Abu All, formed a de^gn to as* 
^Kitie Yusef, during tbe cdipb's last illness i 
l|mg, by timt means, to advance her son to 

ktupreme dignity* For this purpose, sbe 
id a great number of the woinen of the pa- 
with knivcsj and hired thcin to kill biia 
I be went to vbit bis father- The conspi* 
being discovered to Yusef by a little eu- 
, ivhom be constantly sent to enquire after 
ir old caliph'?; heal da, and who once, on bis 
itunu s»iw ihem with knives in their hands, be 
*ini*.iJi:uely ptit on a coat of rnail, took his 
. his band, and went directly to the im- 
^;,„. ^ J lace* This he no sooner entered than 
|e women attacked him ; but he defended bim 
iif so bravely I that be put them to i^igbt* Abu 
^li and hh mother, who both fell into his ban ds* 
'^ r-'- E-d to be impriscfned i but die female zf* 
c treated in a more rigorous manner : 
^HNCT I't them were publicly execntedt and others 
I ^ thrown into the Tigris. Al Moktafij dy- 
Jfio' ing, YtT^ef was sakited caliph, and as* 
' A limed the surname of Al Montanjed, 
ireral y<^arspnor to hfs decease, M MChVo^^ 

-mcdmteiy inoynted the throiys, ot^^ %^^ 



my power, and I will give you ten 
for 1 am extremely anxious to clear 
nions of these pests of society." 

In the 358th year of the Hegira, S 
advanced to the high office of visir, i 
had scarcely been three days, when he 
by a great number of Arabs and so! 
flocked to him from the western parti 
and other places, especially in the d 
much, that he found himself at the 
large army, consisting of more than te 
horse. The Arabs, addicted to rapi 
customed to robbery, he detached i 

1>arties, to ravage and plunder all th 
onging to those who persisted in tl 
ment to Ebn Takay, giving them di< 
they should acquire on this occasion 
might be the more active in their de 
The Arabs, animated by this conc^ 
cuted Shawer's orders with great a] 



^Bt:*^3» he ir:i> fitrrppedt plundered, and left 
H^ ".cd dl^ he alniosi perished 

Hi ,- Being* however, at Unt 

^Bt>, Yakuh, the Arab emir, cominanded hmx 
^B Krr.uj'ht intohis tent, and to be conducted 
^b itnder mn escort to Sliawer^t Al 

Hn:^.. 1 .etc he was received as a friend, had 
^Ktr apanments assigned him tn the visit's 
^Br, and w^s attended by some of his own 
^Bbtics^ Indeed^ Shawer» w^ho had succeeded 
Inn the post of visir, and assumed the title of 
^ commander of the armies, freqnetitly con- 
fred with hiriij and invited htm to his rable ; 
Hi beiiig some time after accused of meditating 
■Mit, and of exciting the Egyptians to jl re- 
^p he ivas throvm into irons, which, endea- 
^Kng to file ofFj Shawer*s son entered the place 
^Bls confinement, and, to the regret of his fa- 
ll?, who was not privy to tlie affair, immedi- 
m\y cut off Iwi head. Shuw«;r bad not been 
^:essed of the sopreme avitliority before 
am, an officer of rank, endeavoured to 
1 from the Fatemite cnJiph's council»» 
:st, after a decisive Sictton, obUged him 
:o Syria. Here kv implored the assist^ 
i protection of Nu rod din, promising i(% 
Ti the tJiird pint of the annual revenue 
^^ ^,L, if he would nmrtli a formiditble army 
bai country, and t^-instaie him in the im- 
^nt ofHce of vistn In the niean time, A J 
as&umed the government of tiie Fate^ 
K'mpire* As for Hhawcr, afier his arrival 
Jamascus, he lived wilh N'uroddin, and wus 
J by him with uncommon matk^ of x^^^.'^cu 
iJ/Vi im^ a moAf irnphicalile tiwn\Y ^^ ^"^^ 
n^ sad Sh^wevg m order IQ Wu\^\'^^Ttt 



thrive htcn his pn .'^<^^* 

»iFras probably liiBuenc^d lioi oaly hy 
bill by poUucal motives; he mjcr!i!: 
tat nothuitr would so Diiich c 
fcili.ii»oTi fif ilie Franks, who v. i 

pidable^ Ui ^ rti-uaioa of Mu^uLmea 

OB a^ the news t*f the ^tljohtion of the Fa* 
allpliHte m Kgypt urrived M Bagti;id, 
ivas known iJuit the c:*liph A I Mo^ujdi 
fed for tiiroughaiit M lLc E^^ypibn pn^ 
public rejoiciiigSt for several days, were 
I lh4t cuphaL In hiru were re^uiiited 
im.tit; power of ihc Mui.&ulmen sovereignj 
by ilie abolition of ihe caL'phate of the 
e ciiliph?; in Egypt, He hnd no concern 
revohition^ which was eilected by the 
t between the nobles, who, nspirm;^ to 
^reignty, endeavoured to acquire a right 
ihe sig-ht of the people. By refusing xh.Q 
re ot tlie caliph of Bagdad, they them- 
ascd to be caliphs. Snch was the fa- 
cihidin, who was contemporary with A I 
Many other chiefs of tribes, generals 
iCS, warriors, and conqoerorR, flnurished j 
Ki<, rf^\r;n. He extricatt^d himself, with'' 
, from a dangerous sedition, ex^ 
hh ?^eneral, who hated the visir, 
deieniilned to put him to death. Oa 
at hh hoine, which he immediately in- 
jy the troops nndi?r his comma-ud, he 
lat the vidr had escaped, and taken re- 
the caliph *s palace. Kimur, ^e^s^mu^ 
ftVJt/W, /ed Ofi hi* forces XQV^^t ^"^ ^^^ 
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imperial residence, attended by a great ' 
course of the populace* Al Mostadt appe 
oil the biilcony, and, addressing the muhitod 
saidi " You witness the audacity of Kimar,wli(rl 
has even the temerity to brave imi in my paka 
As a ptinishmeQt for h^s offence, I give you a' 
his treasures*'' l^he crowd, Jiearing that pk 
dcr was permitted them, turned eagerly towati 
Kt mar's house, followed by the stjldierj, ffh 
hasiened to defend it. By this erpeditioQi f 
tijsurrection w^a quelled * and the life of the i 
saved* Al Mostadi was thirty years old ati 
jdeaih, and had reigned ten* 
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CHAP. VCIL 

• if if if Araittt undtr f/jr H^uti iff At ^Uiatr 






Most:i4lj^s death ivns no so. 
Ikly knowEi^ tkaa ihe gran 
II pal cllizers ijf B;i;-d;td v* t:rc pr^:- 

aa to tak^' due oadi of allegiance to Al 

r, hU son* Th^i prmce was iDaugurated 

ite, ^nd universally ackno*\vktlged «iliph* 

ti^Q 5Cjit the patent of mvgstJtute, ymd othtr 

i» of roya!:j> to Sulsiiin, constituting:^ litm» 

^nse f'ref,enib, llie prtmc minister. The Je* 

he had received from tlie Franks in 57 3> 

licr v:\ih the pb^ie and famine that rage4 

itiilowiTig yearj, bail prevented him from un- 

t*tkmg any tuterpri^e : bot in the year 57H 

get out froni Al Kaliidah for X)ama£cy.s» 

[>n his arrival, be was informed, that tlie 

bcb of Al Mawsel h;id sent an f^mljassy to the 

nlcs, in order to solicit their a,ssistunce, and 

?atc them to ;rTuptiire with him. He there^ 

Icame to a resolution to chastise that prince 

tiis hifractiou of the late treiKy, and even 

pake himself master, if pos^vihle, of hi.i capi- 

] tliat Uie Mnsi^uhnerit bc^htg united under 

chief, mi^ht be thereby L*nabled to act more 

v>mly affaiiTst the Fn\oks. The S;ihc!> of 

bfwi, having received intelligence of the SnU 

i drsii^n, ;md Cff hk great miWljiT^ ^T^i^ivrx- 

, J/yfuicheJ ;jn express to AX MuwvieVn \Ja 

' ^^ brother of the storm that ^ a'e, f?L^ 
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in Mesopotamia, surrendered to bim 
siege of eight days. He then advano 
dan» passed that river, laid Beizan 
drove the Franks out of the field, an 
the siege of Al Garac ; but, the place 
fended by a numerous garrison, he fo 
self obliged to abandon the siege, and 
Damascus. He had not been long in 
tal, when he commanded his son, Al 1 
leave Aleppo, and repair immediate! 
inascus. 'Berbre the close of this year, 
came to Saladin from all parts of t 

Particularly from Sanjar Shah, the Ss 
azira, and the prince of Arbel, who 
be admitted into the number of his co 
and friends ; which favor having obt^ 
returned to their respective courts. 

In a short time aner, Saladin assen 
the Syrian and Egyptian forces, in < 
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proved ffxtJflMH^ 
it tUt.il to thtt 



iL...., ,. .. . : tlr* head of at 
opSi to Al C;ir*a\ inorjci" lo block 
and protect the camvan of pil- 
^ to Mecca- He* alvi sent a Urge 
at to rnTH'ji^ tlie diMrict of Acra, and 
lijacent track* Tht* Fmnks, rfceivtn|f 
Hce nt w' ' ' ' ?i\cd^ And being 
L^dtogiv n% *nimcdiutcly 

, ;Lrt^J .,av..iir;.j4.! t<nv*urd* tllft 
jng If A ;i boJy nf irorps to 
the ctt^Jtl blockcJ t;p, led bis men widi 
aTTte tir^ionr tn mr-ct iIk-ti^ half \v.*y* t^Olh 
f blond y cm fliot 
,^ \tttory iiom 
HatH^g on tJiilici ai*ic, ijic (i^'bt w;i!» renewed 
Xl inurmnj:^ ^vith prc;tier fuiy tb.in before J 
' crjuld tlie m ist vl^nronji efFurtiS of baih ; r- 
ffcis dccld- the Jr jniic in k'si tbuu ihu'C dit\«j 
! iltc ctul of vv'J/ici/ the Muh.mimedAVx^, 'm\\' 
^ bj dt.spmrj ^nd Jicjjiiijs^d in ou ^\cvv ^\v^^ 
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IMFUI OF T*HE Alt A Iff 

by the enemy, and the JorJan, eniircly ^Jrf 
thi Franks, :ind c;.iineii a most glortous vh 
The iitl^eb of Tripoli, who hsko btm prei 
ttpon to join the Franks, in npcn vrcwatii 
ike solemn treaty of alliance hr Ijad ccificfi 
with the sultsn, cliarged the Mu**4itlmciiinfi 
but was so warmly recdvcd, thathevo<Sft 
with precipitation j and, iK'ine <?agcily purt 
•br a dctiK'hnient of the Moh»iTiinedan ^ 
nil the people that attoenilcd htm were cm ol 
a man, ;md he alone escaped to Tripolii ^ 
he was afterwards ael^ed wkh a pleurisy^ ' 
died, A prodigious numhcr of the FraflKii 
killed in the action and the pursuits. A bo4 
them, however, found meiinfs to retire to 
top of a neighbouring hill j Uui, being surrol 
ed bj' a detachment of the s^uUan"* troops,^ 
set tire to a wood into -which they had Iki 
shdcer, and almost dead with thrrst, wercoH 
to siuTCTidcr at disci^tion. Soine "were bs 
rously butchered by the Mussulman, and o( 
thrown into irons ; among whom was the 
of Jerusalem. With such terror were the Ft 
struck on this occasion, that on^ of Sab 
men took thiriy of tliem prisoners, haTing 
them together with the cord of his tent, i 
the action, Saladin seated himself in a mai 
tent tent, erected for that purpose, and pi 
the king of Jerusalem at his right liana, 
Arnold, the saheb of Al Carac, on his left, 
then drank to the former of these princes, al 
time ready to expire with thirst, and oflFerec 
a cup of snow-water, which h"? thankful! 
ceived, and Vmrn^dvoLX^V^ drank to the I 
But here the svAt^axi \xv\<i^\-^^\ft^ \;vwv-«!rjii 
ayarmth, ?vx7PS» ''^ ^'^"""^ ''^'''^ ^>iJSja'^ 




him xftrj opprobrinu?* Lmguagej and it* 
chetl him with the expedition he had under- 
n against the two sabered cities of Mecca 
. Mtiinu. He likewise accused him of mtrr- 
he m(M virulent laiigyage against Moham- 
and of bcmg gailty nt- a great effusion of 
; notwithstanding which cu!:rages, he told 
ihebf he would spare hini if lie wow Id be- 
a convert tcj Islamism- This, however, 
jected, und the Sultan immedktelf drew 
lymhar, and stmck off his head. The king 
UhO-lcni, terrified at the sight, expected to 
with th^ same fue ; but sakdin raised his 
ing spirits, by assuring him he had notliing 
.ti for that it did not become kings to kvtl 
brethren. Ihe Franks being thus over- 
'Ui and totally dispersed, the sultan uttack* 
i city of '1 iberias, and took it by capitu- 
i: from tJaoncc he moved towards Acca, 
I, after a short siege, he redtvccd. Here he 
[ four thousand Mohammedan prisoners in 
s, whom he instantly released* From Acca 
irched to I'ebnint a fortress of considerable 
jtb on tfie road to Sidon, which \ras taken 
i^ult, after it had sustained a siege of six 
ft* About this lime, the marquis of Mont- 
Tat MTivcd in a Christian vessel at Acca, not 
owing the Mussulmen were in possession of 
ace ; tlit commandant at Acca might 
Lihtly secured the person of this nobleman^ , 
ting die opportunity slip^ \Ue tivatto^v^ ] 
to T^^re, and put hi'mselt at l>\elfv€^^ ^i^ 
5m/j forces as^Tn bled m thai c vve ^ n<Vac _ 




several other to^vns in the same qi 
then led his army against Jerusalenn 
bitants of which were allowed to caj 
leave the holy city, upon condition 
man should pay the sultan ten d\ 
woman five, and every infant two. 
paid the stipulated sums were escori 
tachment of the sultan's troops to 
the others were tlirown into irons, 
had no sooner occupied Jerusalem, t 
his men took down a cross, overlaid 
from the sacred rock, perhaps Mou 
upon which tlie Iscariots were rent b; 
as had never before been heard. 

The Franks, wlio had defenied 
and the other to\\Tis and fortre3ic> t; 
laJin, having retreated to Tyre, fon 
numerous body of troops in that 
proved not only the preservation o 
assisted them in the re-establishmc 



HIHHb, having nmv no farther occafHH^^| 

B* ., whom he amply rpwirJcd with ^H 

K ..... ^. jv^csdansi^ lor the* fatigue they h^d ^H 

^pticvi tti bis service^ dthhunded those dial ^H 

^P^irefi sent tntc^ quartern ol\\intonmciic, and ^H 

Bitted them to occupy th^ 1 and ii that hrid ^H 

^■^prnrd ihem« Receiving advice that the ^^ 

^^H|^i*t;ti having king Richard cm boards j 

^^^■Hd for Europei hi* ptDpob^d to viak all ^^ 

^^^Kme forces* and then repair to Damas- ^H 

BPRarcrly, however, fiad he arrived at that ^^ 

llV* %vhen ht* "was attacked by a bditjus fever, i 

ni a few da^Hj carried him off. From ^H 

nivif^ of hi& illness, the sultan had been ^H 

I by some religious sheiks or other, who ^H 

cloyed ill re;iding portions of tlic Koran ^H 

; but Juafari the inian of ihe temple, 1 

ir his sanctity* who was called in to J 

n in his last niomentK, coming to a pas* ^H 

the Koran, in which the divine nnity ^H 

liscioncc were a^^icrtcd, ilic prince, who " 

n at the point of departure, snddesdy | 

':p and said, ** This is most true*" He ' 

■ii^ _ ale after tlxe morning prayer was ended, | 

[ no sooner was tlic meridian service over, 

^tlic coq>se was firepared for interment. Fro* ^J 

numlK^rs of people crowded iato the ^H 

pray for the repose of his soul ; and a ^H 

I before evening prayer, ilie same day, he ^| 

rd in the place where he died- ^H 

eat conqueror was, at the time of his ^| 

6fty-seven years of a^e i he passed ^H 

' of die best and bravest princes, whose ^H 

ficen tran;»mittcd to posiet\\^ Ss^ ^fe ^H 

:j nwers* Asa demoi\va"V.wicvt^^\v\^ ; 

r;j> iwg^ive away to his t^ol^Vcri a.ti4 ^^'C^v ! 

T *i ^^ i 
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wti^TiL^ or Titr arabi, 
tiolesii ihnfi twelve thousaiid horses, irhik* hti 
ift ouaip ift the pbins of Acta, besiiic^ Tci\m4i 
the motley expeii<ied on others th^t wrre vrtnu 
c»i ill b',4ide; and onljT c>iw dinar, and fet 
seven dirbems* were foutid m the txedsurjr ^ 
bis decease. We are told, thitt he Wi-a^ liliev 
SI mt>$t religtuus prince t tliat he c-bsrnrtd 
tKe stated cimes of devotion, though he ae 
prayed aloi^e* but always either in themo^ 
or the canip. When he had any emtcrprtft 
view, before he entered »p^n it, he constaa 
imploTed the divine assistunce and prmtcc^ 
He hits* however, been blamed for ghiog 
preference to one day above another, 'lo f 
sL^me sort of iden ot his patience, and con 
Viince at the offeiicei of ihe people ;iboat him 
may be remarked, that once a Mameluke tl^ 
mg a shoe at another* that had almost stn 
the stile an, he turned his face another tray, ti 
he might not be f*bliged to repriehend the 
fender. On imotlier occasion, when h^ 
called (ire umes for water, and was stiB 
glected hy his atlcndnnts, he only said, "O^ 
friends and companions, I am almost dead "l 
thirst." He is said to have erected and endo^ 
colleges and hospitals, and to have built ca 
vansaries for the reception of straneers and t 
vellers, and mosques in the principal cities 
his dominions. He generally appeared in 
woollen vest, and was extremely temperate, 
rather abstemious in his diet. He had an ut 
aversion to the professors of every religi 
and, indeed, of every sect of Mohammedtsm, i 
cept that to vy\3Ac\v\v^ VvToafcVE'vas attached. 1 
held philosopbex^ v^x.^> -axA ^^^-csssb.^^ 
ters, ia contempt, WxYft ^^^ ^^^ 



btanst jnemphystcrans^ and divines. 
i>sit;ion tndcareJ him to the bigots of his 
*ect J one of whom, in deploring the death 
sf Kis hera^ made use of the foil awmg terms : — 

Rthe tail of the Saltan fell the he it and 
€st of men ; valoiij itself expirod ; mtinifi* 
e was dried up j every species of enmity 
md iiijwsuce gUiJied out in its room ; all the 
IW^f^ntages and conveniencies of Hfe were broken 
off J heaven was covered with thick clouds; tbo 
Hi was deprived of its Fharnix^ its only sukan | 
^Bi;immedbm has lost its firm support/* 
^Baladin was so much regretted hy his siib- 
^Bk, ol oil ranks and denomiii3tic>ns, that there 
mKs a general mourning for him in every pait 
of hb extensive dominions. Al MaJec, his eldest 
i^iO>n^^ who succeeded him in Syria, received, for 
IJtittc days, the compliments of condolence in the 
jw]»ce> mid then sent advice of his fathers de* 
^ea5c to his elder brotliers, who were in Egypt 
1 :pj30* Al Malec, to whom the principal 
-, of the court Iiad taken the oath of alle- 
Bailee, as his fatliers's successor, a day or tw<i 
Before the sultan expired, forbade the poets to 
TOpeat any verses, aijd tlie orators and prcai hers 
to exercise their eloquence on this nieJancholy 
Dec ail ion J but his younger brothers, w*ho were 
ihen with him, rent the air with their cries and 
lamL^utations, A division was made of the most 
'^'^"-^^rable provinces and cities of his empire 
the princes of hts family, and the chief 
jiiuatiders of his troops were amply re- 
' ded* 

Thus we see that the reign of K\ H^^tit \^ 
'^r celcbruted tor the explnils oi ^':!^'^«^v^> 
i/4*o for the part \vhich wa^ iaV.^u >tv^ "^^ 



Moguls under this prince. He had f 
childhood bee* engaged in the service 
or Wang ; styled by Arab -writers kin 
but by European travellers he is callec 
John. Having distinguished himself oi 
occasions against that prince's enemies 
cited the envy of his principal courtiei 
of whom calumniated him to his soverei 
at their instigation, resolved to throw 
irons : of which design, being apprisec 
boys, or slaves, he left his tents standinj 
and posted a body of troops in ambus 
wards the middle of the night, at a si 
tance from them ; which, with Jenghis 
their head, rushing out upon a part 
king's soldiers, the next morning enter 
abandoned their tents without opposit 
put the rest to flight. _This action 1 
near a well or fountain called Balciva, 
battles were afterwards fought betwe< 



t^vlroi' .ihdeadi 

; s, Tiit tlitei ot thos^e who 
he maJt? genera.! ofKccr Sf 
n:ip«ii lords of his court* As a parti- 
be or the Moguls, named Aviraihcans 
ted tliemsi^ves mare tli;m any others of 
tion in his Ikvourt he permiued their 
ttieii to rOiitract a pt.'rpetti;i! uUiance, hy 
fridges with hh rura Jatnily. In the 
ne, a certain Mogul kh*in, or emir, cal- 
t Taneri, \v]io liad spent *icver;il d*iys in 
ig desei-ts and mountains, barefcuvt and 
II the middle of %^'inter, returned to the 
camp I prf*te?iring, that God had de- 
» him, ** I have given the whole earth 
ytn and hh pC5it^rit>% and have nnitLed 
fhts Khan/* In caiiset|tience of which 
<m it was, tliat he assumed the name of 

Khan ; and ^reat crowds of people 
iiH from all qtiarters* Bdngj now ar- 
I a superior degn^e of power, he dh* 

messengers to ^Ul rhe I'urki&h tribes, 
r tlieir submission, and an immediate 
ion of his autbority. Those who paid tt 
regard to thii requisition he treait^d as 

and the others in u different manner, 
r sooK, whom he had by the most noble 
rive^, he appointed to preside fiver the 
W hh empire ; a&signin|^ to each of them 
klar department for this purpose* The 
nd the m;i nag ement and d\Tet\\rOTt t^ 
'riM r^hnhe tn buttling, \vV\dv \!^^ ^^» 

in dw highest estecieoj ctimtcfex^^^ "^^ 



hfs C2re. On the scrond of these sons i^as ' 
ferret! the province of supcrintendirjg the i 
ejE.C'CUtifjn of the laws, and M judicial man 
llic third he pUced at the head of adminis 
lion* iin J the fourth he constittiteJ general ii^si 
of hh forces*. 

About this timef the Franks or Latiiis t 
ConsumiTiople from the Greeks, after they I 
contiTiued the siege of that city for soiqc til 
It is mdd^ upon vety res jiec table auihont^i l! 
thirty thousand Franks were enabled, bfi 
great extent of that capital, to live m it% 
cealed, who, when their brethren made a £i 
ral assaitlt, set the to\^'n on tire ; by which m 
a fourth part of it was consumed. ** The Greet 
^dds hej *' being, * by this aeci dent, employ 
within tbe walls in extinguishing the flantes,! 
Franks, without difficulty^ entered tJie pla 
and slaughtered the miserable inhabitants I 
duee days together ; putting to the sw ord ct 
tlie bishops, monks, and priests, who came 
procession from the church of Saint Sophia, 
implore, with crosses and the gospels in it 
hands." After which massacre, they plundt 
the church, and proceeded to the dection 
Baldin, earl of Flanders, who was placed 
the Greek imperial throne, and to the drm 
of the territories of the Greeks among the priu 
of the crusade. 

' Three merchants of Great Bukharia, carry 
a quantity of rich silks, and other vahiablc a 
;ii ) litiesjinto the territories of the Moguls*' 
of them, named Ahmedi demanded two h 
Jred and iv^etvx.^-^^^ ^vwaxsfet-^'^^rv "i^iece 
embroidered c\etYv>vT\v\c\v^^Tv^\^^^xSicKi'i 
ten, oratftio^t>w^^^' ^'^"^^ ^Y^n.^^^^ 



fool ieenis to mi^igine tliat we never 
fine cloths liefore be arrived amonff 
e tlieo order ltd the master of tlic wartU ] 
slitrw htm some sumptuous robes sen^ ] 
presents, and commanded Ahnieii i*> Ld j 
■d, tor setting so extmvagani a piico 
!£ goods- He tlien sertt for the cither Iwa j 
jpt?F^ and asked tliem how they sold their j 
: They replied, " they c;imc nca thither ^ 
hm to present them to his maje<vty» fis :t 
ihf their most profound veneration, und 
lent to his person*" Thb modcratton 
m Jenghts IsJiJtn, he ordered a purse of 
The pa.id them for every piece of entbroi- 
Aoth ; and, when they re turned home, he 
med several officers of tlie household, at- 
py a hundred and fifty Mogul inerch;ims, 
Itoers to btiy up every thing valnahla 
liquid be of use to his empire* Some of 
logul merchants were Christiansj others 
and others Mohammedans ; and, tJiat 
fht meet with a more favourable r(.»cep. 
n tlie govemoTS of Mohammed Khowa- 
lah, they were ;iccnmpanied by n Mogul 
tdor from Jenghii KHhh to that prince, 
iiiiter carried presents to Sultan Moh^^m* 
d letters of recommendation^ imponing, 
his Klian desired nothing mmc than lo 
JO a new alliance with liim for comnier* 
iO^cs^ and to perpetuate that unkn and 
p w^hich then so happily subsisted be^ 
le two sovereigns* The Mogul mor- 
nd ambassadors wene^ howtveVi no, 



^'red, than tiey were \iase\^' 
Jieir eSixU CDTifis<:ateA. 1 



niosi fiervent and suppliant manner, : 
faithless ard perfidious a prince. 1 
night, a ir.onk, clothed in black, \*"ith 
his hand, appeared to him in a dream, 
mised him success in all his undertaki 
conmiunicated the omen to his v:fe, vrl 
him that the rr.onk, whom he had se€ 
bishop, who sometimes used to visit I 
and give him his benedictions. TV 
Jenghis Khan ordered the bishop to 
him, whose lace he could not recoUa 
the habit was tl:e same with that of 1 
whom he had seen in his dream. T 
told his majest}', that the person se 
was undoubtedly one of the Christi; 
Prom thib time the conqueror was al 
to Christians ; entertained a good c 
them ; :ird tre ited them with partici] 
of affection and esteem. 

In the f>l kh year of the Hegira, Kl 



belonj^fd to the descendants of Hose in j 
■ of Al Abbas had, for it long time, 
»i aprciiie authority at Bagdad I and 

^ It the rooiiibers of that house had rendered 
^<?"^r:p!rcs uinvoriJi)r of die high dignity they 
yedt by the many violations ot the Mo- 
Lti pe;tce of which they hjid been truiity, 
M the fret|ueni wars tlwy had unjustly rx cited 
"^^■ffg ilie faithful, Tliey had th^^rewre de- 
A\ Naser^ and elected Al Termcdi in his 
The c:allph endeavoured to put the city 
»|fdad tu a postnre of defcncej imaghiing 
"tic vhould soon be ol>liged to sustain ;i 
m he wds not able to make head ajriiinst 
ptan*s numerous ai*tny, which now begait 
HU' nciin In the nx*an tlmt?, happdy for 
]!pl(, so dct?p a sBow fell in the nnrraw 
^c* of die inounuins, as hud never beibre 
known m the memory of jiian* Th^&Q 
|s hehi;^ thus iihuT up, the Kliownraziinan 
ccmld ntidier iidvapce nor retreat i inso- 
ll» that i]|^ greatest part of it perished miie- 
and the &itltati filmsrlf, after having 
[in the inc'5it inimlucnt danger, w»s chlrged 
turn haniC| and leave all hi?; equipage in 
I Jdle of lie snow, Thrs misfortune, how- 
id not i.iduce him to lay aside his design i 
coTl!r.^^y, he waj determined to carry it 
t- :i more favouralile season : 

i.\v.cd to il; . p all iho Lights of 
Ijdp by 

oTiCs ot izm^ under the coi>duct <jf 

i Kl] ^i, at a futui« li^^^ %xk^* 

. ., . . 1 of tlie ChrUiiaTO -xcA "V^w* 
iaued sn E^yi t, large mTa% q' m^^t 
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fcping levied 00 tliem, in order to Ctnrty en 
yrar agnlnst die Fntnts- As com was likei 
e% cce Jinrly deiu^ they found iheTns^lvK 
grievonsl)^ oppresiitfd, that a ctvniiiicmhlc 
ber iiadertonk, for saj»tennncep the most 
offices i many of them destroyt'd themselftS! 
despair, and not a few turned Mohamfnc<Jal 
The merchants were not only depriv'ed of 
toTxi and pro%usion'i thc^y had hi Id up for 
own iiisC, hut their houses were pltindeTei 
the soldiery. These licentious proctedlngtj 
tinned till a peace ivas concluded betw< 
Mohammedans and the Franks, which ha] 
the folio wbg yean Jenghis Khan^ vnMi 
army of Mirguls, besieged the city of BoJ 
tiien defended by ;i garrison af twenty thcxi^ 
men, reduced it, :ind after \v*ard^ hiid it in v: 
He likewise sent a detachment of thiity 
sand men to pursue Sulum ^f oh Hummed, 
had fled, by way of the Amu* to the count 
Termed, and pushed on his conquests m 
prlrt co's territories witli surprising rapidity* 

Having passed the Jlhunj with his ni 
forces, Jeughis Khan ad^^anced to the rf 
B al kh, ' I h f pri nc ijia 1 inh n b i t ants were no ^ 
niformed of their approach ^ thuii they hail 
to meet him, "wiih many valuable presents 
r11 kinds of refresh mtmts fbr his troops? 
withstandmg which » he cmelly massacmi 
all, on account cif tJieir !i tt:icbrricnt to A 
of Mohammed Khovv'iira/m Shah, From ) 
he* marched to Talakan, possessed hlnif 
that foTtTt^^i ^\t^' most of the p^trrii^^ 
earned vl^e Temx\v\\i^^ \;wlq t.ac^\s\<i.^. fl 
advarxed to N\ ^in^^x"^^^^^ 'vti'srcnE^v 
that pUcc, m^» ^i\^^v,v;i^Vv>.\s\ 



CALIPHS. 

W grandson was kiiled with an arrow 

~ aege, winch was extremely obsticate^J 
e sword aU the people he found ra" 

Without tiiStiiicUon of rank or sex* Ho 
so much as the cattle or beasts of 
Lgjng to the place ; unborn infants hmm 
letr mothers, and, with savage fury»' 
n to pieces i after which barbarities, he 

destroyed the city, and laid waste the 
ding territories. About this time, the 
Ai Naser, died at Bagdad, in the 70tii 
his age. He is said to have amassed vast 
rhkh he expended in his pleasures, though 
out considerable sums in building. He 
i first prince who appropriated to himself 
cession of all the foreigp merchants that 

his dominions. J^eaming 'was little 
&d by him, and its possessors shared bo 
f his donations. He reigned 47 years, 
the whole of which he spent in a state of 
^ty. Althiiugh tills sort of supineness be 
rable io a monarches glory, yet it certainly 
rable to the ostentatious successors of am- 
in general, too dearly bought by the na« 
lio covet tiiem* 

caliph Al Naser^s decease was no soone 
^ xh^iTk Ills son, Al Dhaher, was saluted ca- 
riieold caliph, in his life-tiine, had caused 

be acknowledged heir-apparent of the 
€*f B:tgd:td^ and to be prayed for as such 
tnosqucs tlirougliout all the provinces un- 
t jurisdiction; but finding him bold, va- 
lasty, and of an enterprizing disposition,, 
afterwards afraid of him, aad caused bAxvw 
^wprisonedf and cast Ms e^e^ xt^cm \\vi 
tiioj^ as die most proper ui succ'Cf^i'^'^^^* 
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i'l- i lliat Drhicey he 

Al Dhaher was 
j^ the old monarcl 

out ofprison, a 
wai fifty vcars < 
fetterst which ti 
sceptre was put 
occasion to ha^ 
late to open s] 
above fifty year 
created caliph ?** 
the throne, but 
veralof hissubji 
been forcibly dc 
He also remittc 
been lately impi 
very lar^c brid^ 
that he left heh 
cellent prinrc, 
^ people for his h 

. lenity and moJi 

J reins of govcrnT 

' Upon the dc 

'? Mosuinser vjis 

principal offw-jv 

dad h;id taken i 

appeared in pub 

: all his predeces.' 

-r ministration of 

tlier himself. ] 
} esteem and con 

learning : he ci 
* be erected, and 

wiiich was» supc 
throughout the 
beauty and i^^v 



i h cofitalfied, and t!ie ample rprenuet 

it by Its foonJer* He institnted four 

>nill|»5t tHCie for <>icll sect of Mohanmie- 

Thrie btadreJ piipHs were 

ftdf and clothci, 2nd diere weu . .e 

Iciin ♦ind mn apotheciry at fixed salaries, 
o( m gaUery commam eating wkh hts 
Vsxaaser Ireqaentty attended the lee- 
fceard from behind the blmds the les- 
the doctors. He mnreover kept a num- 
iiblic tablest eJttremely v^^ll scrv^eJ, dur- 
night of ilie month of Ramadan, when 
are allowed to eat aaJ ilrink after 
lee of the day- As a farther in- 
this" prince's unbounded liberality, be* 
t day on the highest gallery of his palace, 
from thence many terraces belonging to 
ses of the city adorned with di#Vrent kinds 
tt I upon which he asked hk visir, what 
nic;ming of this appearance? Hie visir 
the inhabitants of Bagdad had washed 
x>athst and placed them there to be dried by 
n» on account of the approach of one of 
nniial feasts* Al Mo5t:inscr im mediately 
ed, *' I did not think that the inhabitants 
;dad had been so poor, that they were 
to wash their garments for waut of new 
celebrate their feast in.*' At the same 
ordered a great siuin of money to he ' 
ted into crossbow buOelSi which he shot 
gallery of his palace upon all ilic tcr- 
Bf tne city, where he had seen the habit* 
to tlte sun* In consecjuenciJ of ihlft li- 
fpirit, he m less than twcwt^ ^'t^t\ ^\*» 
f if mani:( the people the mm\«ivse \t^^- 
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ing the space of five hundred. On visitmg 
treasury one day he found a cistern full ot' { 
and silver. " God grant," exclaimed hc,"i 
I may live long enough to expend all this!' 
which a courtier who iKcompanied him rep! 
•• I heard your grandfather, the caliph M 
speaking of this same cistern when it wa 
twelve feet of heing full, say, God prant I 
live long enough to fill it." Whether hisii 
tion of accumulating was to answer any lauc 
object is unknown ; but Mostansor lavishc 
always in a princely manner, in distributinj 
xnense sums to the poor, and in repairinj 
public schools, mosques, roads, and hosp 
during a reign of near seventeen years. 

In die 623th year of the Hegira, Jerus 
and several other places in the maritime pj 
Syria, were ceded to the Franks, This ci 
was only made upon condition that the Mc 
medans snould be admitted into certain 
pies ; that the city should remain dismar 
and that the court of judicature in the i 
should be under the direction of a Moha 
dan governor. The Franks had received 
large sums of money and supplies of met 
Europe, that nothing could withstand 
force. In the course of this year Khow 
Shah undertook the conquest of Georj 
Gurjestans. But tlie king of tliat countn 
found himself in a condition to sustain th 
took the field with an army much more 
dable than that of the Shah's. The lai 
these princes, in order the better to recoi 
the enemy, posted himself on a height 
whence he could discover the position ol 
whole camp. Perceiving tliat their va 

i 




coast of the Caspiiin sea, who still re- 

grsiteful sense of tlie favour he h^d 

he tbifiTi^ when he procured them sl pai'don 

hib father^ after they had rebelled against 

he re^iolved to attampt to detach them 

I their ally. For this purpose he sent thern 

" and Jialt, in order to put them in mind of 
>d office he had done ihenrij and tlie alli- 
oc he had contracted witli ihem- This pre- 
It produced the de^iired effect, for the Kho* 
ftp ashamed of being engaged in a war against 
*\t beuefkctor^ abandjned the Georgians, and 
mediately rt turtied honie* After their de- 
rttire^ the sukan gave the king of Georgia to 
derstand, that, notwithstanding the defection 
■he Khoxarsj he "would grant him a cession 
Htns for one day, to treat of an accommo-i 
POfi. During this short interval, in which se- 
mi fe^its of arms were performed, Khowa- 
fjn Shah dismounted successively a valiant 
eorgj;m, and three of hii sons, and afterwards 
Ibfi in single combat another of the same na- 
;M, oi a gigantic size *ay^ strength ; a sight 
hich struck the Georgi.in army witli terror, 
hi: sukan, taking advantage of the panic into 
liich die enemy were thrown, fell upon diem 
idl such bravery, that he gained a complete 
ctor/f and reduced to obedience the whole 
ngdom of Gurjestan without striking another 
roke- However, having entered ^ eflis, the j 
pital of that kingdom > he received advice thut 
srak, governor of dae province of Kerman, 

not obey his orders. He ttveteCme \.crf^k. m.! 

'tiiion to march direciVy a.^w\s\ \iv£rL '^vXJf 
idretl iiorse ; hopVugb^ \i»-% ^x^^xs*^ 

US ^^ 
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able to cliastise him for his disobedienei 
it broke out into open rebellion, and ht 
had put himself in a prt'iper posrore of ■ 
Having accordingly left Teflis, he read 
province with hts detaclrnient* before Bo 
jippri^ed of his departure, surprised it. 
fee ted governor btfore he was in a eonc 
oppose him, and inilicted upon him the 
ment due to bis tementy andpresuniptionH 
period the aiitht^rity of Oktay Khan wa 
mously recognized at a ^neral assenibl 
great lords and princes of th^t nation 
after Khowarazni retired to the proi 
I^iyar Beer, where he gave himself up 
to wine, gammg, and ail kinds of pi 
Whilst he was immersed in this course 
his troops were routed by the Mogul's, 
length he himself was obliged to dy f 
enemy, who nevertheless came up wil 
and taking him and his servants to be c 
soldiers, they put them all to the sword 
sake of their horses, clothes, and arms, 
regard to Khowarazm's grandeur and i 
ceRce, it may not be amiss to observe, t 
march of Alexander the Great was 1 
twenty-seven drums, "set with jewels, befc 
at the rising and setting of the sun. 1 
on which this pompous ceremony comi 
twenty-seven sovereign princes beat the 
at his palace. All his utensils were also 
with precious stones. His brothers had ] 
marches beat on five drums each, in bo 
them, constantly at the stated times of 
prayer. That this prince was a genera] 
vincible courage appears from nis voi 
ploits. 
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S CALIPHS. 

tlie629tJi year of the Hegira* A\ Malec, 
lieb of Egypt, received me aiBbussadors 
I emperor Fredi'ric the Second, in 8yria» 

that monarch himself arrived i by whose 
entionii treaty of peiice was concluded be- 

th^ Christians and Mohainmedans. By 
I of which treaty^ jemsakm, though en- 
demohshed^ except the church of the re- 
tionj and a few buildings adJoining^ to it| 
Uie territory appertaining to it, Betlilem 
t» AJ RymU, and the whole truck eitend- 

far as yaffaj and Acca, were ceded to the 
r. At this period OLtay, the grand Khan 
Moguls, reduced to great distress the em^ 
of tlic Kiiij and entered into a negociation, 

terminated in a treaty with the Strong 
t then reigning in the southern parts of 



lh»s lime Al Make permitted both Jews 
Ihristiaii^ in E^vpt to ride upon horses and 
; to adorn, repiur, and even build as many 
les and syiiHgogyes as they pleased ; to 
aiU their disputes determined in a judicial 
by magistrates professing the same iUith ; 

enjoy the tree exercise of tJieir respective 
lis, and all the other privileges they could 
, in their utmost extent- One of the Egyp- 
fnir^, having vi^Sted the monastery of the 

of Habib, the Monks of wJiicb had been 
fully accused by a renegadoj formerly a 
of their convent, of defrauding the ^id- 
i'the tribute due to him. that emir ciuuicd 

eligiou^ devoljee& to be whipped, and tor- 
isi a most cruel manner, without makinic the 

.quiry into the affair, and estottrd fin in 
k^s XthMk ux4iiuidjcd diiiiMS^ ^\ My^W^.^ 



me tnenas or one JLiawa, an iLgyptiai 
preyail upon him to command the Ja 
elect him their patriarch. He also 
equal sum when brought him, on tli 
county by the adherents of another p< 
then aspired at the Jacobite patriarcha 
andria. He declared his intention ne^ 
cem himself in the ordination and eli 
Jacobite patriarch, but to leave that 
tirely to those to whom it properly 
recommending to them, in the stronj 
peace and unity. But neither the fav 
position nor salutary advice of the su 
inspire the Jacobites (who were rent 
and divisions) with more moderate s 
nor induce them to concur, amicabl 
election of a new patriarch ; though 
had given his consent, in compliance 
request, that a deacon in the church 
their patriarch, if unanimously elect 
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fcy anJ inviti'i! tht* people tO iVttim tO tM^^H 

p* itms* Notwithstunding which, 

ki-.r.,^ ,...u -vut out of oTie oi the doors wei"« 
■to tlie swofil, 1^ hilst tljose who passed out of 
fothers were imraolested^ The reason of this 
toordiniiry face was never krtown. A bout the 
if? lime> ;i number of young men^ in tjie dis* 
et» near die chief monasteries in Egypt, put 
Elhe monastic hsihtti in order lo avoid payitig 
insiial taxes- This frund being discovered^ 
I collectors of the tribute treated the monks 
kselves with extreme sevei ity ; and^ to pre- 
p such impositions for the Aiture» un edict M 
m also issued by tlie suhun, confining the pri* H 
ires of monks w those who were regularly ■ 
pived and registered as such. Thb year* f 
tvtdt or Dawd, was elected patriarch of the 
|ohites at Aleiandna, He had» ever since 
L death of John, the last patriarch* aspired to 
P dignity, and at last, by the influence of 
tberyt he obtained the office* In conformity 
m ctistom which then prevailed, a monk, on 
kg vested with the supreme ecclesiastical aii« 
fcty, assumed tl^e surname of Cyril* Da» 
L ai his decease, left behind him a most infa- 
pis character. 

p4ogtanser, the csliph of Bagdid, dled» after 
Ikad nearly comph^atcd the seventeenth year 
I his reii^nj he was prudent, just, mumlficetitf 
b an eucotmiger ot learned men, and dUtri- 
md great sum*^ of money among the poon 
^Hpsed his portrait to be impt^ssed on some 
^Heoitis, contrary to the custom of the earlit^r 
B^i* He In-c^d a pious ;md a gCiO^\\^^^ 'a.^A 
I college, which he erected oa ii\^ ^"^'^\<cttv 
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bank of the Tigris, Is tnenticined as a I 
of hU eicellent dbpositian^ 
* jy The same day that Al Mnsd 
iQvf pi*^^t ^*^s son Al Mosta^em was 
* rated at Ba?d^d, He was am 
his pleasures ; fona of bird^, and entire 
the dominion of womeru He was ako 
in point of mdginent ; had little firr 
mind, and altot^echer neglected the a 
government. When he was told that J 
either to pacify the Tartars, by subiii 
them, or to meet them with an army Ir 
sant and not suffer them to ma tee th 
masters of the province of Irak, he 
** Bagdad h sufficient for me ; the Taj 
not envy me that city, with Its dtsmct, 
to them all the other proTinces, nor n 
attack me there, as it is my Tesidefici 
was revered as the only lawful callpJ; an 
and sole sovereign pontiff of the Ma< 
Though some princes in Africa and Sj 
assumed the title of caliph, yet this i 
done with regard to their own immed 
jects. The whole body of the eastern '. 
medans, as well as those of Egypt, 
ledged him alone as rightful successor 
hammed. He is said to have been the 
the most powerful, the most respected, 
the same time, the most unfortunate p 
his race. 

It has been remarked that the later 
thought only of securing their ease and j 
they delegated the afFairs of govemmeni 
visirs and generaXs^ ^Vo, x-act^-^ •j.^^^\«n! 
their conduct, ix^c^w^x^i/v^ ^ '^w. 
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ou^ cbe citft ^^ wofiieti and chil^ 
woold be aible to dash out thew hm 
stones ^m the terraces of thetr hooam 
leagtli, Dccessitj compelled him to alien 
Ipaiar defence* llie empert>f- raised xtm 
cntnuted them to the comiziand of thic 13 
foitnis Tuir* 1 be greater part of tbe 
drowned in the waters of the Enplicratei 
Htilakn caused' to orerBow their campi 
reDeral escaped almost alosie. These 
being carried to the calt^, be exclaimed 
hft prai^d l the vlsh b saie*" Thk t 
prince clung to these deltuiTe hopes tOlt 
tars» after several assaults, made die 
niasi£Ts of the city. On their enteringi 
Uph presented himself with the vases, 4 
mg cii amends and jewellery of irjestiunall 
amazed by his ancestors for a long p 
years- Hulakti immediateljr disxribuie 
among the principal officers of his army 
never had been a caliph so ostentatioiis 
tasem : his pride was excessive. Scared 
the chiefs of the Mussulman p r in ces ei 
access to him ; and when, at leneth, di 
admitted^ he affected a luxury and magi 
unequalled by any of his predecessoik 1 
appeared in public, he usually woie a 1 
more effectually to attract the respect 
people, wiiom he considered as nnwoidil 
at him. j On those occasions, the mnUki 
^ great^:;thatthe squares and stieetsi 
narrow, to .contain them» and the .windl 
balconies veete Inred at an exorbitant prij 
Uiflii passir-HL^^K^S^^ ^dEy^*^ sacmft stnet^ 
tt\tbe3ries c^ x^lotiBinfc^Ya^akKfcv?*^^ 
mcMMxVd .tgtffe^Sbdb^^aaas.^afta^^ ^ 



rurtjur drag thr wretched caliph, rutu 
eathcr %:LCKi in which st;iie he expirc'd. 
to h'AVG iiirticted on him Uu3 huiliiliat- 
irbamusi i) ruiuxy as a punLshmtnt for 

Several of hts tious were shim in the 
which he !iad ntvcv once shewn him'- 
e«t were prejicnted to the er nqacror, 
•\th his wives p to die number oi sevcft 
iind ihrw hundred eunuchs employed 
■vice ; their dciliny U unknown, aJ^^- 
fiven up to be pillaged during seven 
in it the tmops found immeuie treii- 
m$ fell (he hist of the caliplUi ut the 
y-six, after a reign cif sixteen years* 
m had no [> roper successor i for Bibas 

sulian of tht? ^i urkish Mamelukes in 
knowlcdged, for cjdjuh, Al Moiuftan- 
^etended to be ;i mrnibor of lliLit hovi'^e 
s after the latal catastrophe ; but Ills 
vas not recogni/,cd by the most cxnisU 
rt of the Mohanmietlan woilj. The 
the book entitled ** Wassaf " relates, 
illpli had caused a stone to be placed 
^h()Kl of th'.' door of his palace, which 
cli respected by the Mussidn.en as the 
ick stoin.' (»t the temple ot Mt^'ca. 
!oor there was a piececf black vtlvct, 
j^ as low ;is a man could rcat li. VVlKai 
il lords ru.idc their couit to tlic cali^»h, 

wilhoul the pal. ice, to wliith tlu y 
ilniost divira' honours, by lubhi ii; 
ind ftireluMvl upon ihe velvet and the 
lUg them widi prolou-ad huniility. 
this leij'ii, .'eriisaleni, /\sk Ji-iv and 
.ere ceded by the salu i^ (-1 i)..r f 
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ance against the saheb of Egypt* It n 
be improper to observe* that the patriai 
ril's enemies, who had pursued him with s 
violence whilst alive, did not deast a 
death. S^jme of them signified to the 
that he had amassed vast sums of mone 
unlawful manner, which ought to be conl 
Upon which Al Malec ordered Cyril's p 
be sealec*. up, and afterwards sei/et^ upc 
thing valuable that it conuined, whet 
property of the patriarch, or belonein 
cliurches over which he presided. His 
phews were sent to prison, and put to the 
to force them to discover where the res 
treasure was hidden. Twu purses, one 
ing a tliousand dinars in gold, and the c 
same sum in silver, in consequence of t 
ccvery, were dug up and carried to the 
us u-cr« also m;iny cf>stly garments ; m< 
and tapestry, of great price, all which w 
llcly sold, and the money applied to the 
use ; so that there scarcely remained, of 
iriarcfa's ill-acquired substance, enough 
him. 

Within the tame period, Louis tht 
king of France, called Saint Louis 
French writers, landed with a formidal 
at Acca ; and, after he had refreshed hi 
set sail for Damietta, in Egypt* which 
rison abandoned at his approach, llie 
this misfortune reached the ears of Al 
the saheb of Egypt* while he vrja in his i 
fore Hems, upon which he immediate) 
the siege of tliat city, and began his an 
Egypt ; in the course c f which he was : 
by a gangrene in his thigh, whichi end 



aiieni p\it a period t'o hfi day*, How- 
I life bctnp a ^hort ti mc pnilongei hy 
ituninn ot his ihipli, ihc^ tug Stives whi> 
frtjm D^iTtiirttA ;tppo-.tr«*d bdore liim ; 
ET thcf had ^nvcn ;m unsiiidsflictory iic- 
their cofidticti wcru ordered to bo iifltjc- 
vbeb. Fi ft 7-f a ur of t h e cm i rs o r fH ce i* 
URi^tidcd lh(i g:irrigon of Damietia wt*r« 
► for thdr cowardice, with their el«;ifhr 
lutrementsjust jim thuy WL*te brought be- 
ll and tli€ day following he expired, 
reigtifd almof^t ten yeans ^i tbe time of 
lie, Thh prince is s;nd to have been tn» 
lid inoffensive mhis discourse, incap;d4e 
ing iniensdy, but of io mfijcstic u de* 
t, that none of his subjects oarod apeak 
mE by way of answer. 
iiege of Malatiya m\ist not be forgotten 
eriod of history ; the ifih^ibitants, f^nrinpj 
;ul gcncraU refused to admit him and 
?ts into the town. Havin^^ at last starved 
surrender, the lower sort of people open- 
pate in the night, by which the enemy 
Proclamation was then niaJe, tliat both 
istians an/1 Mohammechms nii::^ht again 
lenisc'lvcs to their rospcctivi^ j^roiossion.s 
ing, in which they would he proiccla]. 
vcrnor, liowcvcr, was impiis()iu\l, -.ind 
I in a most clc nadinj;- manner. A simi- 
shmeiil WAS iiinictcci upon three emits, 
LTal leaiiing men, who had •/r;il(>iisly de- 
he city. '1 he i'.imiiie occasioned hv this 
IS the ino>t dre;jdiul, and sneh :r., p t- 
,is never known in thai j)ait of tli" woild. 
the time ol" this drcadlul calamity it lias 
X 'J herii 
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been asserted, upon good authority, tbatacoft 
paiiy of women at Baldun, one of the depended 
cies of Malatiya, fed upon the flesh of a coxwfti 
and another woman having baked her owncKW 
and her neighbours being upon the point of pal 
ing her to pieces for so execrable an acttony i 
swore that she had not killed hiniy but cd^ 
baked him after he was dead, imagining hi 
then to be much fitter food for her than i 
worms. 

Hulaku, having committed the repsuring 
the city of ^Bagdad and the fortifications to 1 
late caliph's prefect, detached Buka Timor "W 
a body of troops to Hella, to make himself m 
ter of tliat place. Buka, having executed t 
laku's orders with regard to Hella, mard 
from thence to Waset, which he entered ¥j 
his detachment, staid there a week, and pu 
multitude of people to death. Al Abbas is 
ported to have sworn by his Maker, that the 
liphate should continue in his family till a c 
queror should come from Khorasan ; which p 
diction seems to have been fulfilled in the ci 
quest of Bagdad by Hulaku. After the Tart 
had taken that capital, they set it on fire« a 
put a great number of its inhabitants to 1 
sword. The treasures they found in it were i 
mense ; that place, when it was pillaeed by 1 
Moguls, being said to have been the nchest a 
most powerful city of the universe. 

Before we dismiss the history of the Arabs« 
may not be uninteresting to the reader to ei 
some account of this people in more modi 
times, taken from the most respectable autl 
rity, by which the manners and habits of t 

natii 



nt fhi^ prr^eiu j-^eriod, miiy be cnnip;in*d 
IT, as colletttNi in the fcire- 

i ikc the Tart;irsp live mosdy 

r ^^ nt, withcim law, irnd Alnimt 

fet society. Theft nnd robbery arc nvitiio- 
pvv t]it<r rliii'fs, I'hcy ;ire inoml t^ l^bouT» 
I horses Lo unc!frg<ii the ^rent- 

l^^'^ =. . .4g them to drink hm once m 

jr*fouT ho«i*s* Their horses arc ineiigre, 
fwift, and almost indefadcable- These 
f live m citrcme misery, 'Ihey have wtU 
>read rtnr wines i^crihcr 4o ihcy l.tkc the 
e of cultivating the ground. In the phice 
lad they use snme i^ild gtaint which ihcf 
snd knead wHh the njift nf their ciiltle* 
lia%^e floclcs of c^imclit, sheepi itiid goati* 
nhey condtict from pUce to place, lili they 
lifficient hcrbr^ge fnr them : here tliey erect 
!rnts, which are made of govt's hair, mid 
Hth their \vive*s jiitd children, till the grasi 
Sumed ; they then decAtnpj and i^o in quest 
>Ther fertile i^pot, Thmigh their mode of 
be hard, iind their food exircrnely siniplc, 
rabs RfL* siTonF i ifveir Jitature ts oot smj^U, 
ley rtrejol crab! y handsome ; hut their skin 
rched with the heat of the sun ; fir moM 
Mn go ekiiLr entirely naked » or covered 
SI tattered -ihin* They paint their armi, 
lip«t and the mo&i conipieuoits partit of 
xidieKt nf » dfrep bhie colotm Thi:» paint* 
I they hiy on in sniiiU dots» and make it 
rate the ffedi, by means of a needle made 
e pitrposc, can never be effaced. Some of 
paint a small flower on their cheek, their 
^d| or their chin, with tlie am<»ke of I^^IK 
X5 W^ 
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peq^etualiy. 

Such are the wandering Arabs, whc 
fixed habitations, but, being possessed 
flecks of sheep, and herds of camels s 
rove from one part of the country t 
"ivhcre they can find pasture and wate 
cattle. These are the people who are i 
dangerous to travelitrs ; but if a tr: 
liberal to them, tlicy seldom do him a 
and will even invite him to partake of 
pasts, and are greatly pleased to find 
form to tlieir customs. 

Those who are settled, and apply to 
vation of the eartli, to trade, and the : 
arts, are distinguished for justice, ten 
and humanity : they are extremely civil 
gers, and, though they have the highes 
tion for their religion, they never strive 
upon others; so that a person may tjav 
hundred miles without any danger of fc 
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igeiits which fdrni and modify the cha- 
of nations. To tJie first of these the 
owe their vivacity, and their disposition 

>letice ; the second is said to increase their 

&t and give them a spirit of duplicity ; 
rd is the cause of a certain gravity, which 
ces die faculties of their mtnd, ixh well as 
arriage and eiierior aspect. 
two ihtn^% can differ more than the edu- 
of the Arabs from that of tlie Euroi^eans- 
irmer strive as much to hasten the age of 
ity as the latter to retard it, The Ambi 
!ver children i but many Europeans conii- 
iklren all their life. The boys, in Arabia, 
1 among the wonicn till tlic age of five or 
d, during this time, they follcw^ childish 
ments ; but when they are removed from 
rene, they are accustomed to think ^nd 
with gravity, nnd to p^i^s whole da) -i logo- 

their father's corppany, at least, if he be 

a condition to retain :i preceptor. In 
uence of being always under the eyes of 
s advanced to maturity, they become pen- 
id serious e\'cu in infancy. 

vivacity ol the Aral)ian.'» n^akes tli^'ni 
)f company, notwithbtanJing their chspo- 
lo thoughtfulncss. Tlicy fretpunt jMihlic 
houses, and mai kets ; and when the vil- 
lio at loo ereat a distance, the country 

meet in the open fields, some to buy or 
id others to converse, or amuse themselves, 
:lators of the busy scene. Artisans travel 
jh the whole week from town to town, and 
It their trade in the different markets. 
' Arabs are not (piarrelsome ; but, when 
s putc iia ppens to aiise amon;; them, they 



merchant who woulS not pay a frei^ 
the carriage of his goods. The gc 
■\\-ays put ofF hearing him, till some < 
At length, he came :md told his case 
the governor immediately did him j 
ing, / refused to hear you before^ becam 
intoxicated with angtr^ the most dangerm 
toxkations. 

Many superstitions observances 
marriage still prevail in Arabia. ' 
believe in the virtue of enchantment, 
art of tying and untying the knot 
The miserable victim of this diaboli( 
dresses some physician, or old wor 
skilled in sorcery. Marriage is reck 
honourable in the East ; a womap wi 
poor man, or become a second wife 
alrea(?y married, rather than remain 
of celibacy : the men ar6 equally d 
marry, because their wives, instead oi 



%whtch wnr mailc fl\U imd divided irnm 
othvr by walb. Tin* wuy of s^bcfjnjr^ 
y» ingi*f)iotis tt'^veller, we tnnnd vr ry aptie- 
•Si by tluit nu'an* wc t'njftyrd the tool iiic, 
I thr rcuch of R^'U^ 4ind vjjKHti'Hi with nn 
"tvvcrinK hut tni* ran^py ot h(*iivm ; whiclu 
iirti^t pU*si*,itj^r iunr^s, unrivoidttbly |iresejit* 
Upon evtTy inUTniptinn of test, wIilhi iItl* 
it gtrofigly d^!ipi>>eiJ to eoiit^nipLaUon and 
«. We fcvuld im where diBtnTCT maro 
leim tiic face of the heavens, nor icwrr on 
artJit than in our tr»vcU» iri tha lughtp 
gli the deietts of Arabi;^ whcru k ii im* 
M to a vol J be lug it ruck with the; cotitnist; 
bicb A boimdkiit dreary waste* without 
fain or valley, tree or water, nr the least 
tf of calnnrst, iyiDfln ii tedtouK xamenciii to 
«ary travellf^r i while hr in ;ig;reenbly re- 
[ !»y bi hiifdin^^ tliat durifii], ninvinj; jTJC- 
which mcasiuTs Ins lime, directs his coiirsc, 
lights his way. I Icnrc ni;«) » pctliaps, hi' 
mted the worship pall hy the ancient Ara- 
to the s!in, moon, ;hkI stars ; their (;h)wlnjir 
inatioiiR soon foh the iranalioii liom wild 
ration to snporstitioo'. tcspcci ; and the 
ms were enf'av'ed heloic the jiuh-nn t . was 
ihed. 

\e hou5.es occnpicil by tlic louti jicdplc n.* 
, huts, havin^»; a round ml, .nul (.ov.Mcd 
a eertaui hiil>. I hi* poor -.pKMd ihcn 
I with '.traw mats, and Hh* ii( li wiili line 
:ts. No p(M son ev(M enln s a imm, wiili.mi 
having put oil' his '.hot-,. Thr nun •>! (•\<iy 
ly always oci upy the loic p.nt «>t the Immi-c, 
the wrinien the h.i« k p.ui. li ilua)).iii- 
;iof the men arc plain, those of i!i<' \v« nun 
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arc most studiously set oiF with decontt 
Olio room seen by M. Niehuhr, in the how 
ii man of rank, was wholly covered over ^ 
mirrors ; the roof, the walls, the doors, the 
lars, pivsented all so many looking-glasses. ' 
floor was set \vith sofas, and spread with cai] 
Arabians, whose circumstances do not adnu 
their havlnp separate apartments for the fen 
of the family, Ire careful, whenever they c 
a stranger into tlie house, to enter before 1 
and cry Tar id f retire. Upon this notice, g 
by the master of the house, the women insta 
disappear, and even his very best friends sei 
one of them. 

The great often have in their halls ba 
with jets {Peaut to C(X)1 the air ; the edges d 
bason are coated with marble, and the res 
tlie floor is covered with rich carpets. The i 
bians smc»ke more than the inhabitants of 
noiathern provinces of Asia. A custom pea 
to Arabia is, that persons of opulence and 
shion carry always about with them a box, fi 
with odoriferous wood ; a piece of which t 
put into any person's pipe for whom they i 
to express particular respect. 

The Arabians spread a large cloth in the a 
die of the room, upon which they place a so 
table, only a foot high, and on the table a la 
round plate of tinned copper. Upon thi» 
set different copper dishes, neatly tinned wil 
and without. They use no knives and fa 
but are very dexterous with their Angers. ' 
more eminent people eat nothing but boiled r 
served up in a very large wooden plate. 1 
company sit down and cat, one after anod 
till the wliole contents of the plate are ezhauH 



^^tlsfied* In the hcuses of pcrstms 
seyenil of these places iire set, nn? 
;, in a pyramuHcal form. When 
tasters me, the seivants sit down at the 
table, and eat up what remaiTis, In some 
a servant stands in the infddle of the 
liiy, to set down and remove the dishes 

are brought in by other servants- Hardly 
ate set down upon the table, when pcrhiips 
t or twenty hands are all at once tlinist 
t» and it is instantly emptied of its con- 

The Arabs repeat alw ays a short prayer 
: sitting down to a mealj ** In the name of 
;ost merciful God." WTien any one has 
catingj he rises withoat waiting for die 
lod says, ** Gad be praised." They drink 
'while they eat; but, as they rise frt>m 
"afterwasbing, they drink some cold water^ 
cup of coffee. 

fong the higher Arabians, there is a great 
f In the national dresses Nathing^ can be 
in convert lent or expensive than the head- 
worn by Arabians of fashion* They wear 

caps, one over another ; some of which 
' linen, but the rest of thick clotli, or cot- 
That which covers the rest is usually richly 
lidered with gold. Over these caps they 
a large piece of muslin, oraamented at 
idsj which flow loose upon the shoulders 
ilk or golden fringes* M'hey wear a piece 
? Hnen upon the shoulder, which is pecu- 

the Arabians, and which was probably " 
M to shelter the wearer frx3m the sun and 
iir is now merely cirnamcntal. 

common cIrss of Araba wtax tm^^"*! t^^ 
vmeMte djafrers, and ^ Aat\, ^^^'^ 
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He strikes the stubborn rock, and lo ! 
The stubborn rock feels the Almighty blow! 
His stony entrails bur^, and rushing torreatsl 
Brome*s Habakkukpi 

. Though the land appears desolate, yet 
fturface of the Red Sea, when calm, disco 
in some places, such a diversity- of marine i 
tables that thev resemble a forest underiv: 
and the traveller has the additional pleasB 
beholding a great variety of Hshes and she 
the most uncommon and beautiful kinds ; 
in passing over the deserts, he is annoy© 
swarms of locusts and hornets, and is in 
danger from serpents and vipers ; but the re 
of the lizard kind, from the rich variety of* 
shapes and skins, he views with more safetj 
pleasure. «* Whilst travelling," says Dr. c 
«* the heavens were every nignt our coveri 
carpet spread on the sand was our bed, s 
change of raiment, made into a bundle, si 
for a pillow. Our camels laid round us 
circle^ with their faces looking from us, ' 
their loads and saddles were placed by us 
hind them. In this situation, they serve 
guards or centinels ; for they are watchiui 
mals, and awake at the least noise.'* 



ern p:trt of Arabia^ tiistingiiiihed 
nf Happ j» ivculd be considered ai 
litde ckim to thiit title by a stranger tra- 
I its chorea ; but, shouki stich a cue be 
kin it? middle regions, beneath ihc balm- 
Ig woods, and amidst the verda^nt vales, 
jtfce fruits of every climate couit tbe 
hd the brt^e^es of cassia refresh the senses, 
14 ackncti'ledge that the ancients very 

E billowed OQ the country that emphatical 
ion. 

.desert part of Arabia^ with equal pr 
bears that name, the soil consisting of ; 

boundless level of sand, intersected b| 
pid naked mountains, and the face of the 
without shelter or shade, is scorched I _ 
fcct and intense rays of a vertical sun*! 
psolate country is never refreshed "witlll 
^cept sometimes at the etjuinoxes; and 
* hardy vegetables seen in the civ ft of th« 
a-ocks, or %vildly dispersed on the sand/ 

are shrunk by a perpetual drought ; tor 
t-s of the night are, in a manner, rende ed 
lent for the pui'poses of vegetation, by 
rching heat oi the sim during the day»i 
tense cold of the one, and tlieheat of tJie' 
clearly account for tlie wbe provision of 
►nee, in spreading over the Israelites ;i 
D be a covering by day, and a fire to giv-* 
I the night season* 

* Arabsa^fi iandi 

6iiety, uacoLnrariabJc lands f 
^fjsd c>f fouuuifi, void of r^in, 
^j)lm*e thHf burning coasis in vain! 
tr '! lUe great Fropliet stand 
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He strikes the stubborn rock, and lo t 
The ^lubborn rnck leels the Ahiiighty 1 
HU tlQfGy cntrLiils buH', arid rui»hkig ton 
BttOME's Hasake^ 

^ Though the land appears desolate, 
surface of the Red Sea, when calm, d 
in some places, such a diversity of mart 
tables, chat thev resemble a fbrest und4 
and the tiuvelkr has the additional pl+ 
beholding a great variety of tishes and 
the most uneommou and beautiful kir 
In passing over the de^iertSp he ts ann 
swarms of locusts and bonnets, and is 
danger from serpents and vipers ; but tb 
of tae lizard kind, from the rich variety 
shapes and skins^ he views with more s£ 
pleasure* " Whilst tT^velling/' says D 
•* the heavens were every night our co 
caq^et spread on the sand was our bt 
change of raiment, made into a bundl* 
for a pillow. Our camels laid round 
circle^ with their faces looking from w 
their loads and saddles were placed by 
hind them. In this situation, they s< 
guards or centinels ; for they are watc 
mals, and awake at the least noise." 
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CHAP. IX. 

Centra! Mtsfm nf thi ^urht and the Eni} 
JmtJihd ify thtm in Tartary and the Le^txter j 
y^f Origin 6f thd Count fj^ and Hifffroit Trtii 
Branches fffthe Turkiih Nation ; 'witl their t 
Tretn^aatmiJf tU! the Datrucium ofiheir M 
m Tartary^ ] 

TURK is a name known m all langnt 
from which the Arabs formeii the pi 
Atrakj that is, Turks* There are three » 
tlons concerning the origin of these people i 
given by themselves, the other hj the Pm 
and Arabs, iind the third by the Chinese, 1 
Turkish historians derived themselves from 
son of Japhet* According to Mirkmond, a 
mous Persian historian, the Turks are der 
from Tur, the seventh king of Persia ; but, 
cording to Chinese historians, the Huns and 
Turks are the same people, who, at diffc 
times, went under these different names. 
first is, that which they had before the Chris 
sera ; the second, that which a remnant of tl 
Huns, re-established in Tartary, assumed a 
wards ; and say, that they dwelt in the ne 
bourhood of the great desert, extending fron 
country of Korea, in the East, to that of G< 
in the West. 

Historians, in general, divide the anc 
Turks into tvro cVas^^^fes^-aLCcordin^ to their m 
of living. Some o^ x3cv£vt xr^ofe^ v^^^^xsd^^ 
and, cousequexvX\Yi V-aA ^^xv^asifc^ ^^ 



lie lived ia tents^ uficr the cuitom of the 
^rom die L^ner are descended die Tur- 
mnSf the ancestors of die present Ottomans. 
ry h^Vieved in one only God. die creator of 
heavens Lind the earth ; ti> i^hom they sacri- 
d horses, oxen, and sheep, 1 hey held die 
er, air, and Ere, in high respect ; and 
nted h^inus, in honour of the earth. Their 
KSts pretended to the knowledge of future 
Cits. The Arabian and Persian a^udiors give 
an uafairourahle representation of the "natti- 
dis position of the Turks, which diey describe 
'^•i-'^ and bmtal ; and cite* in support of therr 
, some proverbs littk to their prai^* 
: their old volumes is a distich, to die 
purport : ** Aldiough a Turk, or a 
BLi, !>hould excel in every branch of the 
^ki, sdll will barbarism always remain in 
Round- work of his character*** Th^'y have 
mer provab in frequent use, vi^. *' Tht mgh 
urk should be a doctor of the l'fussnhTi,^,a 
, yet one might kill him without scruple.'* 
Lrevengeful aversion was, no doubtj the 
Jqiience of die cruel treatment the Peisians 
ft so often experienced from that nati^jti citir- 
OieJr bloody wars. Nor were tlie A ribs less 
' : and we may assert, diat die same 
:^ prevail among the populace of the 
[It d^j, who still continue seditious and la- 
Jliese people were always eminrr t for 
I courage \ and, in general, tlios^^ TnikSi 
^ve preserved their original character, 
haughty air, and appear ibnned for mar^r 
&ds. 
[r^t Tanary, the place o£ >\a\j\mvc^u ^cft 

Cites, or nationSt*mks' ' ' 



extent, is situaied lietween 57 and ISO tS 
cf loTigitudCt and between the 37th aad 
degrees of north latitude. This vast rti 
divided into two parts; the one callS 
Western, and the other the Eastern Ti^ 
the latter is scarce one fourth so largtr I 
former* Although ibe lands in Westeri! 
tary, belonging to every nation or tnlji 
marked out, and v^etl known to the inhald 
yet there are few or no cittesi townsj or tH 
to direct strangers ; their several situa^ 
possessions are oest distinguished aiid aso( 
ed by tlieir natural marks or boundaries j 
as nioiintainjj, rivers, and lakes, with ! 
Western Tartary abounds. I 

The princiiva! mountain of those whl^ 
along the northern borders, is called thel 
Mountain ; that which makes the sM 
boundary, is iiallcd the Lesser Mountain 
the third great chain is called Mount Alt:i 
ing nearly in the middle, between the O 
Sea and Eastern Tartary, and extendin 
tween the other two, in about the 110th d 
of longitude. 

Tlie chief deserts or plains are ; first, \k 
Kipjak, in the west, extending many days 
ney, on the north and north-east, .on the Cj 
Sea ; secondly, those stretching eastwardi 
Kipjak to Mount Altay ; thirdly, that caft 
Great Kobi, or Sandy Desert, by the Mi 
and Shamo, by the Chinese. It is dvaM 
ridges or hills, into three or four partSf a* 
tends eastward, from Mount Altay to B 
Tartary. 

Besides the Dnieper, the Don,|u»14|^ 
there are xnaxrj o\!aftT vcxx^^x^-J^xyrcitiMW 
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fif Sea; T!ie principil lakes aret tfc 
sout 4*84 miles long, and nearly as 
d; the second is the Issikol, a bke 
lU ejitetiti but celebrated among ihc 
I for being the place where Turk> 
i ancesior, fixed his royal seat* 
e political state of Western Tartary, 
observed, that it is entirely possessed 
ogul ttations^ under several Khans, 
linions are nametl after die people, or 
who rules over ihenii The first and 
^se Mogul rations are, the Eluths* 
1 Kalmuks by the Mohammedan Tar- 
se are divided under two Khans» 
ond nation or branch of the Moguls 
^Ika* or Halha Moguls ; their coun- 
ts from Mount Altay, in tlie east, to 
of the river Kalka* 1 lie third brunch 
Sguls, properly so called, are thosa 
tories lie to the south of that of the 
etween tJiem and tlie ereat wall of 
which empire both nations are sub* 

^iese khans (who, with their siihjects, 
ITS of the religion of Tibet, or the 
ma), there are two others in Great 
^ho possessed tliat part called Turkes- 
^ to the north of Great Bukhariaand 
etween tliose couniues iiad the domi* 
le Eltiths, 

►e questioned whetlier all the dtiTetent 
lople inhabiting T;inin*)" are hr.inchcs 
)t*i ; but it seem?5 probabki thi^t tliere 
icukr nation ainou): tlie ancieiu Scy* 
went by that ll^^^^ ■ the Turks 
4 h)' Pliny, whc ^ in ;tmou'^ 



tion the rise of the Turkish po\ 
worth observing, that they both 
remarkable cirv.umstance in the 
Moguls, which almost proved tl 
same people witli the Turks ; viz. 
in iron, in a mountain called Kii 
an ancient fable may be dated, 
making a way through that mou] 
ingthe iron mines. 

The ancient Huns, or Turks, 
placed in carts, and removed fron 
for the conveniency of pasture to 
tie, which supplied them with 1 
clothing, 'f hey despised old pei 
esteemed the young, as more pi 
which was their sole occupation, 
consisted in sheep and cattle ; bu' 
number of captives taken in war. 
their enemies served for drinking 
principal ceremonies. Once ev( 



■ 'wm^wMm^rnkmr Aim Afuu ^fW ^ 

ed by all his familr and r^^cers. Ftir die 

^ of one monih, tbej ^tltfijded on htn in fl 
|sime manuer as whea living^ ; and the luen ^1 
felour eng^igeti in tilting, like oar krighis in 
lnj-s of chivalryt in their tounaameats* 
has lived the Hans, in the earliest times, 
ir their tanju*^ or emperors ; but their man* 
, changed in process of time, Wien re* 
^hed in Turkestiiiit they introduced a bar- 
|U$ eijstom with regard to their kings. As 
i as their grand khan was dpati, fits son, or « 
est relation, was declared emperor ; and, to 
ir if his reign would be happy and long, 
I put a silk cord about his neck, and, after 
Kng it so eight as to stop respiration^ then 
pened it ; and the first words wliicli he pro-* 
teed, when he recovered j were considered as 
ictions ot what was to h.ippen in his mign, 
hese Huns inhabited Turkestan from the 
est anliquity ; and it appears, from their 
tft that idterwards several Chinese also re* 
»d into dial part of i artary. After tlie 
ruction of their Hegira d)^ nasty, a prince of 
lamily retired thither, with all his people j 
i according both to the Chinese and Persian 
feianst the emperors of die Huns are his 
Budants. liis posterity reigned a long lime 
the whole nation of the Huns* wiUi a ticle 
sitiju, being the contraction of a word which, 
ph l.irgua^t, signifies the ** Son of Heaven," 
DUen comtnitied hostilities aj-^ainst liie Ciu* 
\ notwithstanding the troatie^ of peace and 
jio^s which were made with ihefn* 
bdcT one of these priy^^"^' ^ 't*^^4 l?'^ ^^^ 
lit^ the empire of the I .1!^ \» ^^Nvt** 

tirsblf* ji terrible i^i^iraus, >e^u^A^ ^^IJIl 



.^^k: 



pened among thciBj proYcd the im 
many other evils. 1 he Chinesei tak 
tage of their misei-able circumstanc* 
ihem; but, at their humble entreat 
them peace : yet, scarcely were the I 
tired, when the Eastern Tartars en 
country, and obliged them to remov 
the north ; but that which was the si 
their evils, and completed the ruin 
|>ire, was the dissention whicli cref 
royal family, on the following occasto 
Tanju put to death his brother* who ¥ 
been his successor, in order to pbw 
son on the throne. Hereupon, a pri 
same family, tlie son of an emperor, 
that tlie succession belonged to him ; 
which had nearly cost Lim his life ; 
cautioned in time of hU danger, he fo 
to escape, and put himself at xht^ heac 
liordes or tribes, who proclaimed hiir 

Thus the empire of the Huns was d 
two parts : those of the south, over 
new monarch reigned ; and those of 
subject to Pu Ku Tanju. It is this 
which the Persian historians make 
giving to one party the name of Mo^ 
the other that of Tartars. 

After this defection, the Northern I 
the Chinese less disposed to assist the 
calamities than they were before, 
continually opposed by those of the s 
at- length, granted them a peace, 
resolved to carry their arms against 
there they were opposed by the Hi 
'^south, who repulsed them with c< 
loss. At ku^ \k^ Q\:iKCfi^i always 
- 3 



^termined utterly to destroy the Huns 
^orth, wJikli at ietigth they effected, by 
victory in Tartary : to perpetuate the 
^ of which, an inscription was cut on a 
caia in Turkestan, indicatbg the time 
it happened, 

e Huns being thus vanquished, some 
ned in I'artary, and mingled with die 
who had been brought from the farihest 
[>f the east to repeople tliis country ; but 
\jfiT part of them coutinued to adyance to* 
the west, through the regions to the north 
iarkand« till diey reached the Caspian 

d parts about A*trakan. 
! soutliem Huns, who remained In their 
t country, preserved their pijwer, till a 
»f the uriental 1 anars entirely subdued 
;tnd brought almost t!ie whole extent of 
'y under tnerr dominion, Tbe title borne 
ir kings was that of khan. Hie Huns, 
I prilled, established several principalities 
Nonhum China, which were successively 
Ved. One of thern, who!ie princes de* 
id from tlie emperor of the Huns, ^nas 
ed by the emperor of the North era China, 
tbis mislonunej the whole familyt toge- 
mh the Huns, retired into a mountain of 
:y. Theie people, at tJiat tiTne best known 
: nanie of i'urks, were employed, accord'^ 

the Chinese, as well as Mohamoiedao 
ins» in ibrj;ing iron for the seiTice of the 
of the Juijeu Tartars, and continued in 
inner to support tlienis«lves for a certaia 
T of years ; that is, lill the juijcn came to 
eked by th^ tmtions inhabiliug u> the we^ 
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^r4 TdRKISK EKIPIti, 

Tiimwen Khan, at that lime chief i 
T«rl:i5, marchet! out of the mountaJn, 
head of these people, atid defeated the 
Next year, he marched against the Juijt 
feated tlienif and slew their khan ; after 1 
exploit, he caused himself to he called Twi^ 
Itkham Mn thts manner w^s established a pi 
f«l dominion in Tartary, at that time cjdie 
empire of the Turks. To preserve the mqi 
of the origin of this family, they used ti^ lij 
hie every year, and, with much ceremonyaJ 
meted a piece oi hoc iron upon an zxwi 
custom which continued to the time of J« 
Khan, who was descended from this Tm 
Khan ; and it is from hence that some ofj 
historians ha%'c represented this prince afl 
^ son of a blacksmith. l 

P 1'umwen II khan, after he had subdiiJI 

Juijen, attacked and defeated several othi^rpMS 
of Tartary. His sons, elicited by tlieir hih 
eicample, formed an empire, which etw^ 
from the Caspian Sea to Korea; but, as 
great a region could not long remain under 
dominion of one prince, these Turks divide* 
into two branches, the eastern and the wesC 
who had each their particular khan, llic 
pire of the latter extended as far as the Sil 
and more than once became formidable to 
kings of Persia : the oriental 1 urks, who ii 
bited the farther end of 'I'urkestan, were 
stroyed by the people named Kitan, who o 
originally from Eastern 1 artary. After 
destructioTv o€ thair empire, the Turks fon 
them^lves mto sTcva!y\. Y^Yw£\Yi^^^C3R^\ uad ei 
horde had its ^^i^^^^^;^ "^^^^ „ >^ _ 
The jpostexit^ o^ VAixcc.^^^ ^^^-^^ ^ 



^^f « and was O^^^^fct c£ beiiig ei- 
^ed« or M least ofnmr makiaftf xsy^ coo-^ 
figure again in t artsuy* iraea the Ik- 
^enghis Khaji ^ppearetL Tab is the oiv 
_^^f die Imku acconiine to the Chinese 

^^i* what hau been said of the cxAj Ttirifs» 
' ^^eir a&irs^ ii votild be proper to give 
^^ account of the tjiiinners and custntns of 
*^^ people ; but our memoirs anf wry licfec* 

® '111 such particiilars. The Byzantine Li^o- 
'■^'^ take notice of very few ibings conccrmng 
"^1 and those only occaiionaliy ; as that the 
^^^axi amhassadors foaEd their king Disabuks 
•uer a tentj attended by a coach (or waggon) 
th mo wheels ; that it was their custom to 
^ye the beard, in token of grief i and that 
'^nder required this ceremony of the Roniam 
^bassadors^ upon the death of his father; that, 
**jng the funeral, he ordered faur Huns to be 
tjught out of prison, and slain upon the tombt 
itii tlie horses of the aec&ased prince ; that they 
id public signs of veneration to fir^ And wa- 
t*, and chanted hymns in honour of the earth t 
at, however J they adored only one Godt crea* 
r of the visible world i and sacrificed to hjm 
iriCSj buH«, and slKiepr lastly, that their prrcsii 
ttend TO foretel iuture events. It anpenrs> 
at the same ctisLoms was common to the Mo- 
lls, and other inhahitantu of Tartary, in the 
ne of Jcnghrs Khan. The Greek hi?*toriaiif 
Y nothing as to the character of the riirka. 
It, among Arab and Persian authori^, the word 
ork pasAcs usually for a hi^hwA\*fT/vcn, wt t^tiici* 
H^fezj a Ferf;ian poct^ w\\0 Vw^A, \t\. ^^r* 
'\ccnmij^ speakint^ of »omc cV^^ «*?|V 
Z 2 <ssa«- 
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is there a great cor-formity in the 
Tiers, and customs of bcrh, but n 
or nations can he assigned, from v 
sent possessors *- f i artary could 
the south of i}.cm live people, a: 
Indians, Tibetians, and Chi;.e2>e: 
dwelt in cities, or fixed habitation 
quentlv, could never be tempted i 
country and manner of living f; 
Scythians, unless conr.pelled by f 
we meet with no instances in hisr^ 
As to the second question, whe 
habitants of Tartary are either ori 
or sprung from the same root, o\i 
the negative ; for there is no pr 
people so extremely different in i 
features as most of the Mohamr 
and the Eluths or Kalmuks are, ^ 
from the same stock, any more i 
salt water should nroceed fn^m t 



"Xt ibem. The good air ^md_ men of 
^^ung slaves pleased the eyes o( the Per- 
^*ri%omu€h, that the poet Hafez himself^ 
- tl passed so severe a TieflecDon i>n thetn, 
tlic word Turk to sigtiify a handsome 
^nd was charmed with one of them to 
de^eet ihat, iii his divan* he cried ont, 
^oufd but gain the good-will of this Turk, 
city of Shiiaz, I would give» tor the 
"^t of his favors J the cities of S^unartand 
^khara*" 

ttors divide the Turks Into two kinds: 
espect to their way of living, some dweU 
•-ti townfi and fiiced habitatrons ; others tn 
^IdSi and leading a wandering life* like the 
fr'an Arabs : these are called by the Turks 

rnji AtraCf which implies a roving kind 
_, and without fixed dwellings. From 
^ the Turkmans, and even tlie founder of 
^ 0th man family^ arc descended. The Ttjrfcs 
^ginaily, lif<e all ttie other nations inhabiting 
Sii'lary, lived in the fields, under tents, ana 
idiout any houses but such as were carried on 
rfe J and, wl* presume, it will be very difficult 
fcrove that ever the Turks lived in towns, or 
m. h;ibttatians, till such time as they had taken 
501 from their neighbours in the south. 

fore we quit the subject, it will be necessary 

amine whether the Turks are descended 

the ancient Scythians, mcmioncd by the 

k and Roman authors j whether all the In- 

;ant5 of Tartary v^^ere either originally 

Iks, or spnnig from one and the Enmt^ r*JOt» 

" by Scytlmm hto be imdt.'T^tm^4 t^wt^^^J^J 

*perly so c^Ihd, but all the dV^ei^^^V ^'^wXvQi 

[' nt^d by Hcrodmns^ Pi^nv i VtoX^m^ i 
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Other authors, which, under thai coiiimoo; 
inhftblced that va^c rcrgiotit it msy, wirhoyi 
tatioiVft be answered, that the prestfiit voli^ 
are the descttidants of the ancient, or m 
such of that people as remained in Tartar^ 
and above those which might have beendi 
ed| or migTiited into otber regioiu ; for wi 
IS there a great conformity in the perscais 
ners, and customs of both, bat no other 
or nations can be assigned, from u^hence i 
sent possessors of l artary could proceed 
the south of them live peoplci as the Pt 
Indians, Tibetians, and Chixiese, who 
dwelt in cities, or 5:ted habitations ; and, 
quently, could never be tempted to chanj 
country and manner of living for tliose 
Scythian St unless compelled by force, c^ 
we meet with no instances in history. 

As to the second question, whether all 
habitants of Tartary are either originally 
or sprung from the same root, our opinic 
the negative; for there is no probabilit 
people so extremely different in their ma 
features as most of the Mohammedan " 
and the Eluths or Kalmuks are, si;ould p 
from the same stock, any more than frc 
salt water should proceed from tlie sam 
tain. It is true, all the inhabitants of V 
Tartary speak the same language, or, a 
dialects of it; but might not this happen tl 
constant intercourse, or one power pre 
over the rest, as that of the Turks did 
sixth century, and that of the Moguls 
twelfth I The cowc^uex^d ^c^^le ^enerall] 
the language of Ocve cotvc\vx&Tw%^-^^^^ 
oiro, which, by d^gT^^^>\>^^^^^^^^ 
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• Kfjfpl^ n!frtnst ultx-tiJy is rn E^^ypt, whef 

ii t iha CeUk in 0:iiil| wJiere 

place 1 and in EnglaiicJ the 

whicii h«LS been &uperfieJed by the Eng- 

cr» k niiist be allowed, that die itlen- 
;il7 of kngitages would go nearly to 
of yf Uie idyniity of fiatijns, as to 
they agree in other circumstances 5 
igbt also be admitted as a tf>lerably sure 
tracing the migrations of people ; be- 
ibe mi|rrj4tmg nation cannot receive their 
ige iTom people of a diilerent knguage 
P whom they lives and therefore miwt be 
I the uiimigr,^ting uiuinn whose kngu^ige 
ns to be die same with theirs. Thus the 
»ge which tlie Othman Toik^ speaJr, 
I mixed with PersJiin, Aritbic, and even 
words, de n ion str.ues that they came from 
y, or ^Tt descended from lioine of tlie hi- 
iiusof that region known by the name of 
i; althtiugh it may not be easy to lascertaiti 
Lrticular tribe or tnbts froEi which they 
liidr orignud* 
a;)pearii, from the r^huion alreatly giveni 
ay the Roman and Chinese hi storian*^, that 
mmry possessed by the Turk'i, at their first 
ing known in tJit worltl, was about the 
Idle of all Tartary, towards Mount Alt;iyi 
divides that gmat legion^ as it were, into 
ts ; and that, in a lew years^ theyi from 
inconsiderable bt-ginning^ extended tlieiT 
from the river J^yaw, in die e;tsi< as 
iward a* the Ca Apian Sea, Thus^ *4lmo^^ 
of Gre;it Tartary* XiecomwN"^ v^Sc^-^ 
Turh^ minhi hiave iaVtral^^ tmTi\% < ' 



J_L 




Se5 TTTEKiSH rmrtft^, 

Turkestan, or Country of the Turks jj 
the oriental writers give that uamc 
countries If mg north of the river Siiu 
th« Jarartes of the aneteuts* 

The present Turkestan is situated 
forty-two and Hfty-onc degrees of lati^ 
between seventy-three and Tiinety dei 
longitude, reckoning from Ferro, one of 
fiaiT' Isles. It is bounded on the nort^ 
Aral Tag, or mountains of eagles, m 
arcounted mere hills in those parts ; oii' 
by the dommions of the grand khan 
Eluths or Kalinuks ; on the sooth by J 
8ir, which separates it from Karaxm a| 
Bukharfa ; and on the west by the Cas] 
and river Yem» It is about six huiii] 
jiijEiy aiilfs in length from west to eas^ 
hundred and forty in breadth from ^ 
north. 

The country consists generally of 
tended plains, which are very fruitful, 
but few mountains, excepting those ji 
tioned. 

When Turkestan was in its flourishi 
under its own sovereigns, and even till t 
tion of Jenghis Khan, it abounded wi 
and populous cities. Jiowever, these 
of them, probably were not built by tl 
who lived mostly in the fields, but by 
bitants of the country, or the Arabs, frc 
they took them. These wxre situate < 
the rivers in the southern parts, espe 
the great river Sir, which was its nati 
men boundax^ otv\!k^ ^\^^ ^^Jldx^-^x Bu 
Four of tVvese cvuesv^^x^^-a.x^x'^^^^ 
the capitaVs oi T>xt\l^^^^* \^^-«^ ^ 



thftitn^ing the destructicm mzde by 
% Kinder Jenghis KhiiHi tmt we arc 
acqaamicd with thi- state of them at that 
jiait we a« at present t being fitmishrd 
y few modem accounts Tvliiting to ilm 
( Asta. Otrar, called by the Arabs Fa* 
'HS siiaaied in the mott western lerritary 
irkestaTU It was a cin^ of extensive trade 
the Turks and die Mohammedans, when 
ogiih invaded die dominions of sult.ui 
nnied. 

this wa^ a place of grent importance^ the 
leir sixty thcnisand men witli Gviyer Khan, 
ertior, to defend it, who, on the miirch of 
and Jagatay, two of Jenghis KJiun's sons* 
wo hundred thousand men, to attiick it, 
I into the town* and vigorously defended 
five montlis i but as tSe place could not 
at much longer, one of liis genemls ad* 
tiro to capitulate in time. The governor, 
conscious that lie had been the sole occa- 
r tlie W3LTf rejected the proposah Here- 
tlie general retired in tlie night, v^^tth his 
ousand men, into the camp of the Moguls, 
letesiing his treachery, slew them all, and 
d the city by the gate out of which ihej 
larched* 

yer Khan, Ending the town taJfen, retfrcd, 
twentj^ thousand men, into the caiftle, 
k..:.n> too coniined for so eieat a numbcTi 
ed to free himself by continaal 
i iii>e auacks extremely incommoded 
H»my (or some time i hot the princes^ red- 
ing xhm effons, took it m \mi s^at^ m 
It mi cut aO die ffarri&gn to ^titcti^* '^^^ 
ror, perceiving sul was \oU, teittt^ m\ft 
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hb apartment with two men, wjio tjci 
length killed, and arrows failing. Gay 
l^aed himself for some time with great j 
which his wife supplied hrm with* At 1 
WIS taken, loaded with chains^ and sooi 
put to dea^ by Jeughis Khan's orders. 
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CHAP, X. 
T^^ Srljuihms &f Iran or Ptrna, anJ of Ki 

13ESIDES the empire which the Turl 
-^-^ blished in Tartary, their native cf 
thef founded four great monarchies in lh 
of Asia- 1 he three first were possessed 
princes of the same family, called Seljn 
Turks, of the same tribe. The fourth 
princes of the family of Othman orOznaa 
their respective followers. 

The Seljukians derive their origin from 
the father of Dekak, chief officer of a pi 
a Turkish tribe, who dwelt on the coasts 
Caspian Sea. Seljuk had several childn 
became powerful m adherents, and very 
flocks and lands : he h^d embraced the it 
medan faith, and his descendants follow 
example. This religion rendered them 
of suspicion to their countrymen of Tur 
but, on the other hand, it gained th 
friendship oi ^^ caXx^'s* ^^^ ^•&j^dad> w 
ployed theca ^is xi^w ^-axe^, ^jcsx^Nsskr 
nuiieroTisbo^^s ol>^^^^^^^^^ 



Kiiii the time that the Seljuk Torks entered 
tlie provinces of Khora^an, Gazna, Fer* 
J ilk, imd part of Jndia» were under Masud, 
$ultan ot the Gazni race* They sent an 
to the sultan, to dernand a plac^ of set- 
t, offer ing to swear obedience and fidelity 
It but Masud received the ambassador 
ill ; and, among other severe things, said 
le had never heard of the Seljuk family, 
tgh he himself was a 7'urk by descent* and 
to ]mv€ been well acquainted with all the 
ions houses of that nation- When the Sel^ 
US were told >vith what contempt the sultan 
a ted both their ambassador and family, 
prepared for war; and while Masud was 
rng the provinces of Jorjan and labnstan* 
some commotions in Khorasan, but re* 
d quiei upon his return, 
though their affairs were not settled, yet t}i« 
determined to march into India, against 
vice of his generalsp In his absence they 
t incursions throughout the country, from 
•asan to Pars, or Persia Proper, with so 
success^ that they seized the govemm^ts 
ay and Ispahan* By this time Masud re^ 
td ironi hh Indian expedition to Gaznat 
two years after, set out again for jorjan* 
IS way, being informed that the governot' 
dk oppressed his subjects, be advanced to- 
I him i but, when he had reached about 
cay, he mrned back against Dawd Seljuks 
Kom beijig defeated^ he fled to GassnaiVtherc 
,t to death many of the Turks who had served 
hlmr becsiiue they had misbehaved iaj-hc 



dsQon after sent an aim^ ^^^w^vi&Bi 



und IndiLi : but the Seljuk Turks i 
vir.ces refusing to acknowledge hiir 
uriny :it:;iinbt them, which wiis dc 
the other side, j^reat numbers ot 
breaking out o{ ^1 urkostan for the ; 
der, were routed by Maedud's ga 
tills tinie, tlie power of the Seljuk 
v/ell established, tliat, after the su 
tliey found it no difficult matter to a 
other conquests the province of B, 
the country of Kara/.m. 

The distractions which had long 
Bagdad, occasioned by the Turkish 
continued to alllict that city ; when 
sions arose between the Caliph K 
and a Turk called Basasiri. This 
originally a slave to the king of In 

\ dad, but, by degrees, rose to be one 

' ! cipal commanders under that moni 

' , . ; . obliged, on account of this quarrel, 



< 

try, 
■■■ in 

he orietital authors divide the Seljnkiaiis lu- 
irc€ dyniistics, or races of priiiccsi reigning 
le somh of A*id, and which were contcirpo- 
I not sticcessive s namely, those of iian, or i 
ia at Jarge j those of Kerrtuin, ii proyini:e of I 
ia ; iind thove of Rum# or Asia Minor. To^ 
L Bee, first sukun of this dynasty^ received 
lUrnamc or tide of the *' pillar t-f fnitli and 
ioHp*' Akhongh the Seljuks had paincU 
t^ssion of almost all Khorasan, yet Masud 
Ived to exert his utmost ei^deavouns to i-e- 
r it out of thtir hands. Accmdingly, hav- 
raised a considerable arniyi he marched 
ist Togrol Bcc^ and put him to fli^^ht, 
tg a great mimber of his men, autl taking 
y prisoners. Next year T<5grf>l Bee retmn- 
:o Kishabur, from whence Masud fled to . 
na ; and iJien the SeljnkianFi became masters | 
,U Khorasan; on whicli Oficasfan nn incrc* 
* muhkitde fif pi^nplc were shim* 
hes*; successes were followed hy the patent J 
ivestittire sent to tJie two brothers, Tugrol { 
und JaiTar lji\% by the Cabph K^ayem, and 
he reJuctlou of tiie provinces of Jojjau ^rid 1 
us tan J which To^^rol Bee undertook, and 
i subdued all ilie Persian Irak, Masud, ' 
r his retreat to Oastna, raised fresh tWces, 1 
command of which he gave to hts son Msu?- 1 
", whom he sent towards Balk, to defend diat [ 
itier; then, carrying his blind lit otktii, M-^-l 
med, with him, he n\arc\\ed 'a.'^A\^\tv\a'Oo( 
', wiiere he continued t\\V ^\^ mxs.^Je^t %i 



lowing, and made great progress ; but, U 
obliged to advance towards the city of Bdj 
deiervd himself against the Seljuki ^ns, who d 
day increased in power, as he was about toj 
the Indus, one of his generals deposed, ani 
ter wards murdered him, i 

Maediid, his son, who was tlien at I 
succeeded him in the kingdoms of Khoi 
;ind India; but the Seljuk Turks in tlie*' 
t*inces reiiising to acknowledge him, he sCI 
army against them, which was defeated*' 
the otiMr side, great iwmbers of die T? 
breaking out of 1 urkestan for the sake of) 
d^Tf were routed by Maednd's garrisons 
this time J the power of the Seljukians m 
well established, that> after the su!tan*s d 
they found it no difficult matter to annex tdj 
other conquests the province of Balk^ wn 
die CO u ntr )- of K a 1 a z m , 

l^he distractions which had long subsist 
Bagdad, occasioned by the Turkish mihtia 
continued to afflict that city ; when great d 
sions arose between the Caliph Kayem's 
and a Turk called Basasiri. This Basasii 
originally a slave to the king of Irak and 
dad, but, by degrees, rose to be one of the 
cipal commanders under that monarch. ] 
obliged, on account of this quarrel, to quit 
dad, he put himself under the protection < 
Montaser, caliph of Egypt, who, supplying 
with troops, he became very powerful in 
Arabia, and at lengtli obtained possession < 
country, which he ravaged as far as the imj 
city ; so that \ve \iecacw\R: •». XKrtorc both to 
Arabs and YeTsvATvs, ^^ ^'^'s. TvSx^a.^ ^ 
for in the puV^^s o^ xJcv-ax >5.^Qr.\^^^ s -^s^] 



hail been deprived oi' 4 II iiuihority^ by lire 
a princef, in whrtse hands tie was kept %o 
s rcbelUan o( B;isasin, nothing remamcd 

prince but the ii;iked tide of kmg of Bag-* 

? caliph being informed that Basasiri dc* 
I, the same yc*ir, tn seize nn ibe imperial 
» wrote 10 Togrr4 Bee, who w»s tbcn in 
isirict of Rcy, fntreatiiig him to come to 
istaoce- Da«>diin was at Waset, whence 
bf the soldiers deserting, came to Bagdad, 
Jiaving plundered bis palace, set it on fire. 
1 Bee anived at that capital in the month of 
iditn, bringing with him eighteen elephants, 
ii/,ed upon Malek, the king, for whom 
s were no longer offered • J bus ended 
ominion of the Bnyiansj wblch had conti- 
one bund red and twenty-seven years ; and 
>f the Seljuk* began in tlie same city whe ic 
ol Bee residedi in the impenal castle* ^ y% 
i next year, the ealipb married Ca- t^jg* 
tbe sister of Togrol Bee, who gave * 

' portion of a hundred thousand crowns in 
and TogTol Bee, having remained be- 
tbrci? ana four months at Bagdad, march* 
rards Musol, carrying with him battering 
an<l otJier engines of war. He went id so 
>csieged I'aktit, when the cities of Kufa, 
tt and Aynottamri, renouncing their alle* 
, CHUsL'd prayers to be made m the name 
iStan&er, cahpb ci Egypt* 

caliph Kajem hunouried Toprol Bee 
the imperial vest, and crnwncd nim king 
ld'*id> He likewise adorned him VJvtU l\v.e 
a nd brace kts; a p p oi tkte d \\\ u v t ^W on ^t 
\rtf siiid ordered rnf»ne^ to W cmwi4 wV\i 
A 5^ 2 Ta^^^l 



tJiat IS, ot all rcysia, in its greatei 
the c(»n quest f»f which he bore a 
share. I'lie name which this sultai 
he had embraced Moliammedisni, ^ 
med ; that of Al;.-Aisian, which si^ 
Turkish hui;;ua;;e, tliC " courageot 
surname. At ti:e beginning of his r( 
demncd to death Kandari, visir to 
for abuses commit ted by him durin 
life ; and raised to that employmei 
who was tlie greatest man in his tii 
administered tlie atfairs of the kingv 
greatest integrity. 

At tlie begir.nii-kg o{ this reign, 

made war against his coiuin Kotoin 

helled against him in the province r 

^ ■' • . but this revolt was soon suppressed] 

,;1, I j- 1 J pccted accident : for Kotolmish a 

i^ • vi I the head of his troops, to give the * 

his horse suddenly leil under him, ai 



I 



ant!. li:iv'!nq^ coHected a large quantitf] 
ard some b^irks* When 1 



head to 



I pan 



oi 



'polled at Bagdadi he ad- 
the saltan stnt against j 



, folk 



''ing 



himself with the 



of his foTces* Basasvn being killed m the 

•, hh head was brought to Togrol Bee, wlii^ 

J it to be carried on ;i pike thnDugh the 

of Bagdad* Soon after this, Tof^ol Bee 

led the daughter of Kay em in maiTJa|re ; 

caliph giv in -y^ him a denial, it occasioned 

y messages and threaicnings on the part of 

sultan, who next year fotbad the euliph's 

ers to meddle with the pitblic money- In 

sequence of this prohibition, his counsellors 

vised liim to let the mltan have the princess, i 

lu«*asure whith he at length cni^senied to, 

'jp'h much at^anist his ifirlinatiotii On ihii 

ince, Togrol Bec^ being gre;tdy rejoiced^ 

d the order he had given for !»ei/.ing l1j< 

.fa*s treajures, and sent liim very rich pr 



465, the caliph's daughter was conducted 

e suhiin, who received bcr wiih great dej 

strations of joy, and besto^ved gifts on aH 

me who accompanied her; hut six month! 

er, in the same^'CJir, Togrol Bee died ;jt Refd 

the capit^d of Inik:, after a prospennis aiKI 

^cessful reign of twenty-M% yeari. His armij 

victorious over his toreign ioes ; and hi 

enjoyed interior peace, domestic nnion, arid 

jject Vind esteem from his neighbours, Hfl 

ami a tile, wise, prudent, a great politicmnp 

noti;v*jth5t;mdrng his cvvU 'a^^ mvVwivx^ ^^* 

:jonSj which were entirely &secVi<l V^ \^Ttv> 

A a S ^^ 
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An atteinpt liavin.j^ been made to dispofl 
ihc snliiin of the province of Kennan, lie man 
t\\ thiihor with his army : being obiijfed top 
ihvou'.^h tho jr:vat ileswM-t of Nubandtjan, wli 
separates ih;it province from Khorasan, 
troops, v.lio h:id entered it with great rd 
t.mce, perceiving their provisions to fail di 
bci^iin to murmur, and were upon the poini 
revohinu^, wlien they came to an old run 
c.r-tle, which seemed to be the retreat of o 
and wild beasts; but, on cxamininjj it, t 
found corn cnoui^li to supply the whole an 
Yel this plenty beinp; of no use without dr 
Goil, to complete the miracle, (as our aul 
asserts) sent so heavy a rain, that every b 
Jiad water enough to serve his occasions. 
A Yy Tlie sultan marched against Khai 
KK'-t' ^^^*' ^^*'^ revolted in the country of K 
' wara/.m, and, having routed his ar 
he bestowed the government of that provinci 
Malec Shah, his eldest son. In his return ii 
tliis expedition, through Khorasan, he pai 
visit to the sepulchre of Ali Ri/.a, the ci{! 
imam, who was buried at Tus, where a g 
resort of people were continually assembled 
purposes of devotion. 

After he had performed this pilgrimage 
took the road of R;ide Kan, whore h\* encam 
with his army in a most agreeable place. F; 
hence he dispatched couriers through all the 
vinces of his empire, to summon the govcr 
and great lords to a general assembly of 
estates. These being aU assembled, he dccl 
his son, Malec Shah, for his successor, and i 
heir to Iiis dominions. Then he ordered his 
to sit on a throne oi'gold prepared for that 

I 
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1 It im* 

-Vi- 
ce 

hi* Hi- 

, , , . .'uis and 

^de ; when, ime 

,. was HWrpiscJ to 

t t by Uih inciiknt hufuc^il 

tatvt them bmcmiMble conditkiut i tltt* 

'which Willi thiit the governor ithtmUl 

in in the ^Uicc, doing honu^c to ihi^ anU 

him a certain tribute ^inminU) i 

|i i>rciicnH. Wiien miiticr!i weru 

I^IHl' * I'lr, whr> \- ■ " .' - ■ '■ , ,.\v whttt 

have oblf^d I smh ^ 

^ iluti k wiu owiii^ to a CjiA\\v^^>^^ ^N 
V/iJcii were VC17 numarou5.\uii.\t^^ 



279 SELJUKlANS OF IfllSiA, 

Aft attempt ba%4ng been made to d\s 
the siiltin of the province of Kerman, he 
ed thiLl:ier vnth his army : bein^ obliged 
ih rough the great desert of Ntibandijan. 
sepatiiies th^t province from Khorasa 
troopSj who had entered it with great 
titnce, perceiving thetr provisions to fail 
began to murmur, and were upon the ^ 
revoking, when they c^^me to an old 
ca^le, which seemed lo be the retreat < 
and wild beasts i but, on examining i 
found com enough to supply the wholi 
Yet this plenty being of no use without 
God, to complete the miracle, (as our 
asserts) sent so heavy a rain, that CTei 
had water enough to serve his occasions. 
A D '^^^ sultan marched against S 
infi4* ^^^ ^^^ revolted in the country ( 
wara/m, and, having routed his 
he bestowed the government of that pro^ 
Malec Shah, his eldest son. In his retui 
this expedition, through Khorasan, he 
visit to the sepulchre of All Riza, die 
imam, who was buried at Tus, where : 
resort of people were continually asseml 
purposes of devotion. 

Affier he had performed this pilgrim 
took the road of Rade Kan, where he en 
with his army in a most agreeable place, 
hence he dispatched couriers through all 
vinces of his empire, to summon the ffc 
and great lords to a general assembly 
estates. T\v^sfc heln^ afl assembled, he ( 
his son, Ma\^c ^\v?i\, ^q^\C\% ^j^^^^^^oit^ a 
heir to Yus Aom\VL\QTvs. TWpiV^^-^^'isxs 
to sit ou a tiiiow oi ^^\e^ Y^^tT^-ax^^Hs 



' ^m^ trn^f* ^H 'lie otTKErs of tht cmpino 
••■ ID him, 

f ciitc:s and generals of Ins Hroiieik tJiut 
ed to attteiript the conquesi of Tuiktfi* 
CGuairr ^vbciice he drew his cnginjil, 
e* as nc pretended, bi^ anc<?st*^irs tor. 
cd ; but this expedition mafi not un- 
fill sever;il year^ ^fier, 
» Turkst miderstandtng that tlie Roman 
» wai governed by a woman, invatbd Me- 
,mia, Cilkia, and Cappadoci^, destroying 
ith fire and sword. The empress was not 
nmdition to oppose theni, tlit: greater part 
F at toy having been di&banded in her hus* 
s ltfe*tiiiit'j jltA tiie triiops which were still 
>t being on discipline, and ako^ether unfit 
rfke- EudoM.x, tiierefbre, to secure at 
the empire Item fbreign, and herself from 
ic enennes, married RcunJintis Diogenes, 
thereupon proclaimed emperor. A% 
s a man of great activity and e\'perk*nce in 
he uo sooner saw iiimShOlf vesied with tlie 
Ign power, thaiij taking upon him the 
und nf the nnny, he p hissed over mtf> Asiii» 
», on hh arrival, he was tnformeiJ ih;it \\w 
t, having surprii'ed and phmdercd llie city 
ic^^ureii, v.ere reiirinc^ wiih u. rich booty* 
nnp^rfir following theia, la the lit?ud f*f k 
1 b<.idy of light-^rmcd troop«, ciune up 
them on the third diiV, killv^d a ;*rc*»t oom* 
the enemy t and recovL*red the <«pniL He 
|)uriiued hh march to Aleppo, whuh he re- 
togedicr witli Hieiapolijvj v li*:Tt WWWvm 
■ cystic* 



AT4n OF ItliRltAW* 

r received from a wise old m^Ri who 
preceptor : tJie fir&c was, never to dfv 

one ; the sccondi nercr to havi? too 
opiiiion of oneself. In the two last 
jr life, 1 have transgressed jj gainst the?^e 
lent precept St and am justly punished 
lence* Ye^^terday, while rcYjewine nty 

thought no hum^n force capaljle of 

nor any niortal danng enough to at- 
To-diiy, while commanding my guards 
p a TSKin approaching me with a naked 

imagiiwd i had strengtli and address 
I defend myself alone } bui 1 now per- 

neither strength ncr skill can over- 
my," Hii body was interred in a town 
,ru, and tlie following simple epitaph 
on hiii tomh; '* All fvu whu have seen 
eur tf Alp-Arslan ascending to the 
isit Muiu, Aud y(*u Vh'ill ht^liold hiru 
the dust. He lived furty-ibiir yeais, 
he reijJiied nine." 

5 very hiMve and lihernl ; just^ patient, 
.1 sincere ; constant in pra\er, and giv- 

he p;ieatly ieareil (70cl,ancl was a stre- 

('cale ic-r Molut'.innedisni. 1 lis sha])e 
v>cie so vi.i-y enoaging, tliat lie gained 
L and aflc-eiidn ui all wlu) ajijnoai hetl 
■ Inid very long whiskcT-s, and wore 
i a high tuihan, made in the ioriij oi* 

riis power was so great in /Vsia, that 
; been seen at the toot of his throne, 

ol princes, or sons of princes, payinv^; 
t to him. 

ost famons siege nndertaken by thiji 
s that of a place, called in the Persian 

" the dweiiintruf Mary ;" on accQunr 



eti in Persia. At length die victory 
favour of M alec Shah t and Kiidtrd 
. prisoner* was aent uiidtT ii strong 
castle in IChcTa^sam On tiii^ signi^u 
ich entablijihed the new sultan's ;m- 
troop St beciirne so insolent, that their 
immanden insisted on having their 
I, threatening otherwise to a^i KadcTd 

)ab, perceivtng that th^ name of a 
was sufficient to give octariirni tohU 
I volt, cauicd Kadtfrd to be j>oi stoned 
ghx in prison. Nt^it njoriiin^, whctl 
of the army cajne to know the Mil- 
vTf Vie xtAVf who probably had ^ 
a! was done, tolJ thcfn. that he had 
fit as yet to present their petition to 

because he found him overwhelmed 
;he ni^i^ht beioie, on the uncx petted 
b uncle, who, driven to despair, had 
i\ when he carrleJ in one of his rint^s. 
,T at once scOppeJ die moutlis of the 

the whole army ; lor they talked no 
le augmentation of pay when they 
•erson was dead who onlycouli have 
icir nmtir.y. 

ilcr Shah had appeased the revolts in 
irtsof liis doniiiiioT^s, lie re turned Into 

the oni^ii'.d abovic ol liis aiu'est(»rs, 
d it to till ('nij)irL' as an inheritance 
It iievci- to li;i\i' siparatc'tl Iroin it. 
I teii itory, '■onliii'd lo ihe corner (^f 
. Irak, eluded iili hi-. :ittem|)ts to snh- 

'I'he principle m1 j.tn.iticisni \sliicli 
od actii.itetl the l>eth:iii:ans, is inicer- 

e.sleeiTr 
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or of die vicious, and pmtectnr of the good. 
loved ihe sciences, reformed ihe calendar, 
IBd nivented die intercalation of tlie bissenile 
rear* 

mFhts sultan took great delight in travelling ; 

^K it is reported that he niude the tour of his 

|Bferiinioii&, though so vet); exttinsivei at least len 

ifnes> He made the pilgrim.ige to Mecca with 

m iiTcredible ex pence : for, besides Jtbolishing 

ihe u^ual tribute Which the pilgrims paid, he 

! t vefy greut sums in building towns in 

crt, where he order* d a great number o^ 

vwit^ and cisterns to be made, and water to l>e 

conveyed to iliem from all pints. He likewise 

corrimand^d plenty of provisions to be carried, 

frtT siihsfstetice of the pilgrims; and distributed 

ms among me poor villh unpural- 

It i ..lity. 

Hl^ut iVinilec tShah's greatest passion was hunt* 

^K* He kept foTiy-seven thousand liorses for 

^■ordinary guard, and the chace, in i\hich ho 

^^nt a great deal of time- It is said, that for 

^Kry beast whith he killed himi>elt< be gave ;i 

B^icce of gold to the poor : and it happt:ned 

sometimes that he slew n great many. In short* 

'Kf -?. .* Shah is acknowledged to have been tho 

t prince among the Seljukian^s; whether 

ibider his conquests, the euent of his do^ 

^, or his magnificcfice, liberality, and utlier 

»"LJlLl^'b* 

I » *^ Malee Shah left four sons, Barkii*rok, 
I |/n|cj' Mohammed, Sanjar, and MahmuJ, which 
' * ' last he app* limed for his successor, though 
but five yems and ten months o\i, 'Wx-^* \Mi^- 
Tjiiy xv^iB eifccted by the mauag^^mcTiV ^ ^^ 
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K*i stLjviLtknM or rtitstiiv 

llii corfrtC out of Bagdad ; and, ! 
moiwf t prevailed on the arniy to Dike t 
m her ^on. The caliph aUo ordered bi 
to W puhlUh«d ia the pulpits ; and scDdi 
the eimgiis of invesdtttie# he was clatti 
the sultaii^s vest, the crown pot cm his he 
the sword girt on his side* On this, ott 
IS obaenred* that never prince so yoimg \ 
with a hetter grace ; and tliat* after the 
visir, who perforined the cereiuon|', hs 
him his master's costtplimeuts. He f 
thanks for the favours received m a va 
manner* As soon a?^ the ceremony wi 
the sultan went to Nahravran and encam 

While Mahniud was crowned ;it Bagd 
kiarok was acknov.leiiged for Ic^g^ succ 
Ispahan, where he then resided ; wiU; 
miiny Jomedy hs bein^ the eldest son H 
Shah} and Uecau^ he was thought more 
of governing the state than a child and a 

T urkan Khatun, who was a woman • 
spirit as well as understanding, marcl 
ther from Mahrawan with sucn diliger 
she surprised him in that city, which s? 
but some dometics of the late Nezam J 
found means to effect his escape out of 
tlier-in-law's hands, and he retired to Sh 

That prince not only gave him pre 
but conducted him to Rey, one of the 
of Irak, where he caused him to be ; 
ledged the rightful successor. At th 
time the sultana caused her son Mahmi 
crowned ax. Is^ijiWtv^ the other capital, a 
troops to p\xxs\\e^2^V\?ct^\\i>>\\TKw^,« 
desenmg to \i\ss\3Lt^^^^>V<fe ^^^^-jx!^ 
Among the ^rv^uex^v^^^^^^^^^ 



H^ Mollc Kiainla who^ being hrouglit to the 
^Kit tlie frleiLds of his predecessor slew himi^ 
^Hra^i SI Pcriiaoj eniJowecl %vith miAnj virtties^ 

WEwt this success, BarkiviTofc ma re heel to Is* 
thnn^ and besieged his brotJier witi an army 
* twenty thousand men* Titrkan Katun, find- 
;g the people ready to revolt, came to an ac- 
immodaiion ; by which Mahmiid and she were 
ft In possession of lipah^m ant! its dependert- 
IB on condition hu diviJ(.*d v^'ith BaTkiai*ok 
^PlrErasurt^ oi hiti fadier v^hich was in th^it 

K'^*He sultan, having receivi?d for his share five 
red tJiousand dinars in g-old, raised the 
, and tunied his arms towards Hasiiadan, 
15 one of his uncles, nuniL^d Ismael, com- 
wndcd, who, alio red by the sultana with hopes 
^fcajTiagc, had miide war npon his nephew. 
Hi two armies, uhlch were pretty equal, met 
^ar that city ; where, after an obstinate battle, 
smael was defeated and slain, 'j'he same year 
Hit k ash 8!iah, son of Arslan Bhah, another of 
ferk!arr)lc*'i uncle'?, declared war against him ; 
knd hnving a much g^reater force, obliged him 
to retire to^vards Ispahan, where he was verf 
pndly received by his brother stiltan, Mahmud, 
""' ^lotljer then wa^ dead* 

'J of Mahmud*s party, judging that the 
if advancing his ;* (Fairs ought not 
ted, seived his brother i and it Is 
orJeii were actually given to dcprU^e him 
l^ht, when Mahnuid, being taken with the 
Vpor, died In a ft-*w d'ays. ?j^TVv2Ltt^^'v%> 
df^tely set^t Jibertv, and ft;\\\ite4 et^^«^^^ 
rtr} people who just \jefote v -^ 






il 



^, SMBtkMiedlii tilie pulpics. H 

Jm-jrffMit, he wpfiM himself ent 
JHil.:fim expedition ivas against 

|1 V imim^iennan, who some time befix 

j^ to great extremity s and, aftor s 
, . fettght between themt Takash w 

M4u Hethenmai'chedinix) Khc 

U siAjTsW Shah, the father of 'Talou 

I { .minded in that province^, had a 

-'! Jhpdf of troops; but he was ddtvei 

f > • 'Mfmf hy another of his sons, wh 

.ihltfiiwnicide in order to seise Id 
j99f(qiim^U JH he was. disappoinb 
,)dw9|c<>%cin|r* thus beeoott mastei 

rf' -IMonsv gave It to his brother Saijai 

ladMilralu, 

. rrlkokillralci whose reira was a u 
j^^^mW' no sooner treed from 
Ai^aofBii h far arose* . Mowiad, fron 
Jiiarbeiag twiied out of the Tittrshi 
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rt»thtfr of B.irkiaroki who ha J given him , 
nail sharu of his father's domfnionst ita ' 
vitice Mf Adherhijan, iind never ceused 
him till he had taken up jirins aga^inst hii 

prince dlspiitedthe sovereignty with his 
; and though he had only *^ stnHll arm]r 
yet ii soon became formidable, by the 
3^dit and influence which Mowiad ae- 
I At this time the lords of the courts 
icensed ag-ainst Al Molk Kiiitni, sn|ieriii- 
I of die finaticesj by whose frugal manage- 
ley found their salaries curtailed, a.ttackedj 
^e, and obliged him to fly for refuge tof 
:im. The siukaii, refusing to dehvL^r hi 
Y took the palace by assault, and cutting 
in piecesp would have treated Barkiiirok 
[atne manner, if he had not escaped by 
door^ abandoning Irak to his brother, 
B.mmed, thus possessed of a great domi- 
thout striking a stroke, made Mowiad 
k his visir» and sent an ambassador to 
I to get his n am e_ mentioned in kotbah, oj- 
Tuade in the pulpits on Fridays s but . 
%vk had it suppref^sed. Then assembUnij 
army, he marched to nieet Mohammed 
fcjttcd hiin at Miihdan, Burkiarok escap 
h only 6fty horse, yuJlHng Rey, be iiej 
izciitani where Ayya/, forfnerly slave t« 
5hal), J uled vi^iih alniost absolute powers 
^se assistance the sultan found himselT 
the head of a formidable iUTny> witli ' 
>e defeated Mohammod'H fo^rtes vr^h^ 
^>e/nen:A, 
^■vM};hi iiiiother battle \ but ^^^'^i^^^ 



put to flight ; and their mother being 
tive, was exchanged for the prisoners 
fore Siiijar. 

Next year Sultan Barkiarok besiege 
med in Lpahan, but was obliged to 
want of forage and provisions. ^ 
hereupon raised troops, and met hi 
but being defeated, was obliged to i 
menia. 

It is observable, that the kotba 
changed at Bagdad, in the names of 
sultans, as often as they bad the adv; 
each other. Of such great imptjrtaii 
ceremony thought to be by the Mc 
princes, as long as the race of the c, 
sistcd ; though at this time they we 
than shadows of what they had been 
In one of the battles, in whit h Ba 
llie advantage, Mowiad happe.icd i 
prisoner ; hut, instead of being pur 



Alfti Of IIHWAV* 
tep, saying to another, ** These Selju- 
pices itre or a naiure very dift'erent fro!ri| 
toost others* Ihey neither know ho%v to 
Icnuelves feared, nor to reveng^e the in- 
rne tQ them i for instanc^?^ (added he) 
mmdf who hcis been tJie Ciiuse of so niany 
promoted by the sultan to the employ- 
' visiri as a reward for all his treasons/* 
aroki stung by these refleif^ions on hid 
'^ sent for the visir, and ordered him to 
I : •then, withont saying any thing far- 
itli one stroke of his scymitar he cut off 
dt With so much dexterity, that it re^ 
on his shoulders till the body felL This 
tig performed, he said lo his court!ers»j 
QW if the princes of my honse do nof ■ 
Dw to make themselves feared, and take 
jce on their enemies/* 
IT this tragedy was acting at cotirt, the 
nf the smtan and his brother often skir* 
I without coming to a general engage- 
At lengtli a treaty was coiicludedj where* 
pmmed and Barktarok divided the em- 
^ween them. It was also agreed » that 
pk shonld not go lo ineet Mohammect 
urns, nor he named in the pulpits in the 
ts which were ceded to him* 
civil wars which for mjmy years togetlie 
Icted the Seljtikian dominions, beint^ thna 
terminated between the brothers, vr& 
i*r turn our eyes to%vards Syria, which 
rely i^educed under the power of the Set- 
Turks, w^ho took it from die Arabs* wKeiv 
nd herself invaded by an aviu'^ q4 "^^tp*- 

Kwas the iamous cvt^^^de-^ c^twtv^tye^^"^ 



. brother Mohammed, advanced tow: 
to visit his great benefactor Ayya 
cised sovereign authority in that cit 
taken ill on his journey, he died at 
pointing for his successor his son, '. 
a child not five years old. He ca 
be clothed with a vest, and assigns 
his governor, in the presence of his [ 
who all promised to obey his comm 
the same time, Mohammed marchc 

Sarmish. The people of their coi 
leir prince's defence ; but when t 
lasted three months, Jagarmish, he: 
kiarok's death, submitted. 

Atter this accommodation, the su 
ready possessed one part of the S 
pire, prepaied to wrest tlie other p 
nephew. Malic Shah, and unite it 
Having accomplished tliis obje<5t, h 
Bagdad, where he found a preteiK 




■poisoned lancet m fife opeitilioft 
a^. Mohammed being appri/cd of ihe 
trtd hh arm to be bound, and the filial 
It la be taken from its case, \^hen ht 
errible a look upon the surgeon, a^ to 
» drop the lancet from hit h^md, fall 
his sovereign's feet, and conit?ss the 
fsign. The visir was immedialdy seiz- 
unished as he deserved ; the ^ttrgeoil 
sentenced to be bled Tsnih tlie same in- 
which he had prq>art;€l to bleed the 

^K Hi'idlng that their tre;tsr>ii vrsts db- 

Ba being no longer able to n: 

at di.^cretioii. Attliaih^ their i 

i to Ispahan, tied iiprrn ;4 cam' i 

prophet had been eiposeti f<»r ^ 

nision of die peoplei he 

thj and his body was bun ' 

: number cf hts disciples, w. 

^olt* it is reported thar . 

well VGTS&d in astrolog-y and ^ 

iggsclf hard pressed by t^:^ I 

mtt sultan, that her 

^Biai in a ivw days 

^Bi a great numl 

ind whmi he ^a • 

nted wit! I ---^pi! ' 

! of exi.' i 




siljvkujjs Of ?i||SlA» 
do him hoiK)ur, but to cover hiiu wiih sfcia 
su)d confusion. 

Mobaninied, liaviii^ settled tiU domiimu 
pe^ice, marched into Hindostati» wIk^c lie tm 
con&td^r^blc prtignrss, he was zealous in dde 
of rcIigio£i, and w^as an op poser of idol wonl 
When the Indi^n& oftered the wd^ht in prcd 
&tone&« m exchange tor one of their gods, wl 
he had uikcn,. he replied i ** I vmuld not fat 
*• vorld h*tve it tT?poned, that Mohamiped i 
** a merchant of images*" 

At the25»e of ihiny-fivc, denth tcTnitiu:t«l 
career. Wheu be perceived Uii la»t end 
ptioaehing, he seiit for hh u^u Jbf ahmiid, who i 
then by t tt>urte£n years o]d» ml^m he had 
cLirt^d hts ^uice^^or^ lt^s»^d him a eh) mcptf I 
ordered ; ! .e throfic ; htit ibt jdi 

prince - :, it vva*- un anltick|^ A 

The siiit.ik uuiULTcd iuiti, " You s,iv rruci bul 
I A so to your fatiier, who loses an empire, not 
you who gain one*'* Then mounting the thra 
he was crowiicd and adorned with bnuek 
These, however, togctber with th« jnunense m 
sures left b^ Mohammed J v ere soon w; esied ^ 
tlie youtliful monarch by his uncle Sanjar. 

Ma}imud then went to visit Saxij;ir, and was. 
well received, that he obtained of him the ton 
titure of the province of Irak on the followH 
conditions : that the name of Sanjar sbc^ildl 
A\ ays be mentioned in the public prayers brfu 
that of Mahmud ; that this latter should not I 
Uie fourtli veil in his apartments ', that the t 
pets sl\oald.not be sounded when h€ weal ill 
out of \i\s Y^^^^ \ >5!A,Vi^\^^^ that he sbooU^ 

la Ills pxoVvucft* 
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^Krilimed was ubligeJ to receive these eondt- 
^K with th.triksi und resolved to spend his time 
^Rintitif^i wftKr»ut mftidliiig witli the aSaIvs o£ 
mte* Fr>0i Uic coi2t*se of history, howereri it 
;. that an atlual partittoa df empire look 
>aTi after ; by virtue of which Mahmui 
fiJ iiiL- descendants were tn enjoy the sh.ire iil- 

Ied hiiHi witJl die title of Sult;i]i, iu as abso* 
I a miinner as Sanjar enjoyed hb» 
fk the year ITiO, Sanjar passed the Jihun, to , 
tice Solrmanj governor of Siimarkand, who ^M 
gfused 10 pay the usual tribute. Being obliged H 
> sunrefider, after a vigorous siege, the sukan ^M 
pare^ his lifep only depri\ring him of tlie govern- '^M 
lentt which he bestowed on one of his slaves r ^M 
^C Soliman finding means to get into Siinjar's ^M 
avourf was tn a little rime restored* After this ^M 
at, Bahram Shah, sultun of tlie Gazni family^ V 

kingdom extemied a great way into Hin- 
:aii, resolved to shake ofF the yoke nf the Sel- 
jukiaiis. The sultan entered his domhttous witli H 
H large army, and Bahaam, not being iiblc to re- ^M 
list so great a force, sent ambassadors to pay the H 
f^lvute, and do homage for his crowiij by which ^* 
aneans he diverted the stOTm, 

During a long reign, Sanjar extended bis em- ^^ 

J*re from Katay to Ko tan, and trom the C.ispian H 
a to Arabia 1 elix. He fought nineteen bat- , 
f^\^ of which he gulne :1 seventeen : ht ^v;is n uch 
feired by kts enemies, and celebrated lor libera* ^m 
■rty Hud clemency to his subjefls- He was a£tive ^M 
j^od dihi^^ont in the affairs of goverfiment, hut 
^^teti kiitgly pride, wearing a coat made of skins* 
; so well beloved by his peop\e-,Ti>\,a"<?^^'^ 
-J to publish his name m t\vfe V^^%^^'^* 
ttjf^iiYahhn also the suTname oi |vV^*^^^^^^ 

^ ^ 



the second ; and his name of Sanjar 

for that oi Alexander among his posti 

The first remarkable event that we 

mgHf is the death of KotLhbodJm, fonni 

new monarchy. His f:ither, Bustektin, v 

to Malkatekkiit^ who was one of Mak< 

principal slaves, and possessed the enw 

of gr^at butler, or cup-bearer, on whll 

the sultan gave it to B ustet khi : an^ 

the revenues of Kara7;Tii, a countrj" on^ 

side of the Caspian Sea, were annexec 

office, he easily obtained the govt*nHiei 

province* His son, Cotuboddin, succe€ 

in all his places* Ashe u^as a man of s 

valour, his credit increaived so intieh 4£ 

reigns of Barkiarok and Sanjar, that hm 

the title of Karazm Shah, that is, king 

razm, which descended to all his posi 

that great monarchy of which he was i 

der, and which prtjved at length the ru 

Seljukian dynasty of Iran, to wliich th 

their rise, Howeverj Kothboddin, tho 

powerful, never departed from hijs obe^ 

tlie SultajiSj and for thirty years did 

of cup-bearer at court every second ye^ 

relieved every other year by his son At! 

Upon the death of Kothboddin, his s 

succeeded both in his employments and ti 

Karazm Shah, though no more in rea 

governor, of that province, like his fatl 

obtained great credit with Sanjar by his 

especially in coming up seasonably to re 

out of a,n ambuscade contrived by Ahi 

yemoT of SatnaiV^LTv^'. "Wx. -^xsx^-axds 

out of favOMT at cowtX., Va \^v\\^^X'^^ 

ipent, where.the^^o^V*^^^^^^^^'^^^ 





'Xku of KERMAW, 

H, at lib depart urCt s**ying' to those aliout 
*• I n^c the back of a man* w!i03te i^ice it m 
iy I i\rvcr ^t^all m^c sii^^iiu," tiicy. id vised to 
him ;irrcstr J t but 8:inj.tr woiiU! aoi con- 
^^ :.% ihiit h5 sh.rultl V to! Ate ihe ac- 
ts Jt*e botli t.^ nim a.ild hk hither 
h«'! I services if he shouW dy any ihttig to 
I him on a hiire suspicion, 
ir, verilkvf the snknn's prognaBtic, for h^ 
latier urnvird tn Kuf4/n», th.ni he jmt him- 
heuil i the ix^beli ; s^> thai Samttr was 
o fcjwcc hy force ;i!i enemv wh^tir^ lie 
cd in r%c,ipL% hy h.ivm^ rnnir trtmrd 
madmsctf j;r;ttr^iidL' than tliose of policy. 
•UTS after this tranracCioii* Sanurkantl 
gain, \n opposkum to the governor i 
heiMgtUllifted wkh the paUy, wa* not able 
[* iW sTihan murchcd ajraiiui ihem ; and 
fa Mc^t* nf SIX mnnths the city suneadered : 
MnjiiT !ip:ired tlie hihahitanxs, according to 
,4tKil clemcticy, and disp!acln|^ the tecM© 
r, gave ilie g^vtTumctit of tW place to his 

fter Sanj.ir*s death, Mahmtid* his sister's 
hy \!oh:iniTned Khali, descendedfrum B^mra 
1, fucceedcd in Rhorasan ; but at ilic ciul of 
y^jurs, i»T»e of his lords tavolieJ, and after 
al battles, sci/od h?s dominions, and dt^- 
xl him of sight. The sukan of Khani/.m» 
. ^y rose thirhi^ th<^ rein oof Satr]art 
iiage oft]iesed'ivi<si^>uii m Khora^ian, 
Xi^d kuic pail of thiit ttrLnii provtiict^, xrhiW 
ithcf remained in jio^acssioti of thje rch^U i 
b;«r rhi» Srjjiikan ^ulvaw^, v:\\o 'tfAV 




2^ stL}v%txitt or 3>f isil» 

i^fahmud took pDssifssion cf all SaBJar^j i^ 
minions ; but Massud, oiae of his brotlicn, ^ 
puled bis title sward m hand. He had ano^^ 
brothex, named TogroU who ;dway£ cotitjiuai 
His faithful adherent f to whonj, in recomp?^' 
for his attacliment, Mahmud Idft KisthroiWi^i 
t^r having reigned thirteen years- 
He po^^essed a handiiome perian, and was vat 
feverous i but the love of women, anc! hiintingi 
y degrCL'Si impaired his charafter. It is repofli- ^ 
ed, tha-t his hunting equipage was so ma^it ij 
cent, liiat he kept four hundred greyhounds ani Ei 
blood -ho undsj each of which wore a colkrsS i| 
w*ith jewels, and a covering edged ^ith goidifli ^ 
pe^rh. He kiid out so much in thU expeanv ^ 
that he often wanted money to pay his troopSi | 
and for other occasions | yet he did not opprssr | 
his subjeifls to recruit his coffers: he likewise «• t 
rtrriined his favourites from doing them any ift* \. 
jury* He was merctiiilT good-natured, and pn^- i 
dent. He forbore to poni^h those w^ho sfob' ( 
Hi of him. No prince ever studied tlieartof' i: 
reigning more* He was skilled in grammiii 
poetry, and chronology ^ was vGry eloquent, ^rui 
WTOCC a line hand* 
A D Miihmud left for his successor his 1)?^' 
J .\j„" ther Tpgrolj surnamed Rocnoddin ; Ts^l 
'his brother iVi^ssiid diputed tlie cro^i 
with him, and several battles were fought b^ 
uvein them 3 for the space of the three or focr 
years which ho reigned. He was the secoii 
snitnn of a branch of the Seljukians,whoreigQd 
in Persiat\ aad XTat\Mi Irak ; which proves th*t 
the agreement \ietwe«:Tk ^^^i^^^x 'a^^ Vv-^^s&si*!^ 

Ir;.L It do^ WV^^^^'^-^-W^^^; 



istorians consider tliem as t\vo separate 
:^, but a& ojie and the iunic. Togrol 
lamina dan, lifter he had leTgrted tliree 
le was just aod valhmt* gooJ-tempered 
il t he understood tlie art of govemmg, 
otJijng unbecommg 3 prince- 
f was ut Bagdad when his bro- * y. 
"ol died; and while his friends ijq/ 
net to aivite him to Hamadan, 
:apUal of Hie Seljukians of Irak, tlie 
.y dispatched anotner to Dawdi stm of 
ith the same view ; but the uncle hap* 

gci die start of the nephew, Massud 
J] 10 u sly saluted sultan by the graaidcesp 

scarcely seated on tlie throne, l>cforc 
hiinaelf obliged to make war on A I 
?dt the twenty -Timih t aliph of Bagd^id* 
jiiy of A I Abbas. It seems, that in til e 
Vgrol, Dobays, who was govcnujr-p-e^ 
rak Avahi ibr the caliph, plotted w^ith 
a to surprise him in Bagdad 1 but rog* 

ill of a fever, prevented the t?x edition 
l1 Mostarshed*s army also was vie tori- 
$ war lasted till Massud came to the 
•^hen the caliph, at the persuasion of 
t lords* had his oame suppressed in the 
lyerisi and even deprived him of the 
Itan, 

being informed of this injury, set out 
rom Ray, where he resided at the head 
iul army, for the Arabian Irak ; from 
e caliph advanced, accompanied by a 
iber of his grandees* I he two armies 
battlCf when the callpV^\^ivmtv'^^^- 

the ^lUtan, h^e -wa^ aurco\i\w^^ "^^^ 
? his Tight ^In g, iiCiex a s\v^^ o^^^"^^' 
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SSft SFLJ^'KTAVS OF FIRSIA, 

tinn, fled. After thts defeat j Bagdad ( 
gates u> Massud, without opposition, T 
tan, having had another war t>n his hand 
fled Mn starched \^th him into the prov: 
Adherbijan. Being arrived at Maragfc 
caliph was confined in a tent, at a distanc 
tlie army J ^onv the gate of that city, wIjci 
seng^rs pa.^sed between him and the snli 
lating CO peace^ At length it was Agreet 
AI Mostar!fhed» besides paying yearly fou 
drt^d than sand crowns in t^old, should ten 
Bagdad, and not raise any otlier troops I 
hi^ ordinsiry guards. 

After tJiU ligri^cment, that prelate was 
ed to ride on horseback, with the corerin 
saddle carrii^d before htm, in to^fen of li 
In short, lie was ready to return to B 
whi^n news being broui^ht that an amb; 
WAS urrived from sultan .Sanjar, the peor 
lowed Mussnd to mfc^t hlnr ] ;in^, among fc 
some of those 'vvho Had the ' care of the 
Twenty-four B a tan i St s took the opportu 
et into his tent, and murder him, by 
him about twenty wounds, and cutting 
nose and ears. Many believed that Massi 
trived this murder, and entered into a m 
tion with him only to cover his der.ign. 

Massud died at Harnadan, after he Jiad 
^d about eighteen years. He was a grea 
of learned and pious rnen, humble and a 
and for religion, clemency, justice, and b 
superior to all tl>e Seljukians, "He wasi 
of the s\\\x^tv^ -wVo Wa.d -^.w^' Tjower in th 
bian IraV \ ir»T, viy'^^ ^"^^"^ ^vi.T?vvi.^^ "^^V 
prived the ^eV>^uVv.m^ ^S. i^ ^^-^^x -^^ 
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^Bec SJi;ih II. succeeded his uncle Ma^sud» 
^k reigri was cf no lang coutiimauce j andt 
^k, it*! WAS whuUy unworthy of the crowUf 
Bri'gittiled noihlsig but mdulging tiis iip- 
H| iind kit his ^liFairs entirely to hh niinis- 
H^ Hi!i brother Mohammed found means to 
^ve him of his aurhority, which, however, 
^B|myd hut A short timep when he re<^scend* 
^^BJBpne, and, iu a few day;, died, at the 
^^^pty-two. 

^piSri ^hnh being at Musol when hh prede- 
^m diedi. the great lords, after some debate, 
^fer him» iind placed him on the throne ; but^ 
Btave himself up entirely to vQluptuousne'^s, 
KT luy of women, witliout aUending 

B«^ of the kingdom, thej sei/ed au0 

^■oned him I at the end cf i^tx months, ad^ 
mm^t tn las room, bis nephiiw Ars- ^ ^ 
^ Setting asid^ his bad conduct, for i|qq* 
ich he wa^ deposed, he dad not waiit ' 

rgood qualitiejj i he w*as very fiipiiliar with 
Se ubout him J and C3c celled in his beha^viour, 
fiion^and eloquence. Arilan was proclaimed 
^tn Hamadan, of whom we have heard 
^Ktlc worthy of record, during a reign of 
Hi years. He was a prince not only valiant 
^Renerous, but patient and gaod<n;itured to 
^Pi deg^ree* He would not KufTer any body 
spoken ill of in his pre se nee* not ever 
any of his domestics with ^w^vurity wr 
II pt. He was very nice in his diet and 
cl J for he had vciy rich ve^its ot' every 
id and colour, wrouj^ht of gold, siicb ai fUi 
g cvtT h:»d bt/ore him, "^Vo^'A >«'a.^ ^^feV^^x 




He socceedo*!, and govemed his dommion 
happily, under the directioa of hb ma 
Tmcte, Mnhammed ; after whose deati i 
spiraty broke out, which drove him fro 
capital. At leogth* he returned, and app 
a day to receive the stibmission of xhou 
had acted against him. The lords did ao 
at the appoioted time, of appearing before 
but, instead of asking forgiveness, they : 
upon and imprisoDed his person. As si'CTDj 
everi as he regained his liberty, he rais 
army, and, defeating the rebels, punished 
severely* 

The sultan now, thinking he was deli 
from all his enemies, abandoned himself t 
men and wine ; andt though he was told 
Ttikash, Ling of Khara^m, was raising i 
mid rib Ic army to invade his dommions, y 
crmtinued his debaucheries till, at Jengll 
kash arrived at the gates of Rey, v^^hile th 
tan was still intoxicated. However, he put 
self' at the head of his troops, and march( 
wards the enemy, boasting of what he ^ 
do ; but, raising his mace, as if he was goi 
strike, he discharged such a blow on one 
forelegs of his horse, that the beast fell 
him, and he himself was thrown on the gr 
One of the enemies, seeing him fall, i 
diatelyran up, and, with one blow of his s 
tar, put an end to his life, and the power < 
Seljuks in Irak. The Seljukians of Irak 
in general, a race of very accomplished pi 
eminent for xhevt coxyf^^'t^X^^xality, justic 
other viTlwes, >ao\5cv w?^ -^xA tsS^^^s:^. 



^■aduti^etice to their fitvourites : smd thus 
B nIcteJ the history of the first 

Ut \khin dynasty. 

^Bt: i^cctiad branch of dynasty of the Seljo- 
^K deaominateiJ of Kermati, began toivards 
^BB3, and ended in I IS7» a space of one han* 
^R&nd twenty-four ye^irs, and produced ele- 
^BuiLttis, whose names have not with cer^ 
^V been j^ri^servedi Their authority was cir- 
^fcribed to a small territory lying between 
^■1, 3ejest;\rij Me k ran, and Ormus ; and ihey 
^■siied spiiie islands and harbours in the Fer- 
P^ulf. TJie ^ticcesston was, in eent*ral, here* 
ll'y, from fatlier to son, but, in ckfault of the 
t©r, it de^ccnjcd to the brother? and nephews i 
<?iice it h,is been inferred, that this little stiUf 
, the bltisiiags of aranquillity. 
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CHAP- XI. 

7h thhrd D^rmsty of the Seljukians^ earn 

TH 1 S d yntisjty rtf the Selj uki^ns derivt 
of RouTii, from the*rhavrng reigni 
Minor, comprehending the kingdoms ti 
Bithjrtikp Media, Phrygian Galatia, : 
Mmort Capped oci a, and other states* { 
vast peninsula between the Eujine is^ 
Proponti^ and Archtpebgo, the Medi 
Seci and Syna, as far as the Euph! 
which ct>mpos.ed a part of the Gred 
u'hich the Asiarics knew under the nt 
Roman em pirn, and tliey called those 
the territories of Roum* The Arabs ] 
trated into them through Syria, and tl 
in pursuit of them durmg their wars, 
into the interior of the country, droi 
Greeks, and took possession of the te 
Roum, which they afterwards called 
I'he conquest was begun under Malec 
Seljukian sultan of Persia. He mad( 
cities he had captured, with a sufficier 
of troops, to enable him to pursue his 
A Y\ ^^® ^^ ^*s cousins, named Soli 
1 ATA* "^^^ ^^^ founder of the dynasty < 
^^^*- jukian Turks. 

The Greek writers agree with the 2 
this conc\Mest.» ^xv^ xicv^ t^twKv^^^^me 

auSxors, w^oiu vie l^Ww % i^x ^^^ 



after the clt^atb of the emperor Ranituiu* 
mt%y the Turks broke into the tcmtorie* 
e empire- Michael Ducas, his sticcessctr, 
ukrrned at this imiption, sent against 
Isaac Comneiios, who^ after having gained 
advantages, was defi^ated and taken pru 
near Cesaiea* His brother 4^1e.ris, on his 
E, was attacked by a party of Turks, who 
Iready made incursigns in Bitlijnia, as far 
Alexis in this, and other instances, de- 
Hg himself with extraordinary courage and 
About the same time, Isaac Crinme* 
ietvly mdde governor of Ant inch, was slam 
engagement witli a party of Turks, who 
iadi& an irruption into Syria- 
er this event, several persons asptred to 
:pire, but Botaniates, being assisted by 
i»nj took possession of it. He raised forces 
i04e Nicephorus Bryennius, who aspired to 
rone. This lord, dimiig two former re- 
is m Europe, declarmg himself emperor, 
semblcd some Turkish troops in Asia 
with whicli he overran that coimLiy, 
\g all the towns he took into the hands of 
ijTki, By these means, in a little time, 
ume masters of all Phrygia and Gala* 
short* he reduced Nice in Bithynia, and 
terror through tlie whole empire : and 
probably, that tamons city caifie to be po??- 
by Soliman, who aftetwaids made it the 
nf his new empire, 

ani^U^Si greatly alarmed at these successesi 
n army again&t the ei^eitiy, ttndcr the com* 
of John J an eiiBVKh^ \y\iQ fetvt^iRx^^^ %. 
^;ty from Nice* ^hicVi be de\£Tm\T\t^^ Xt^^ 
6or, hearing of th« suVv^Ltf^^W^^"^^^^^ 
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relfei^e the pl^cc, the eunuch retired 
'IWks pursued, and har^&s^d him eruen 

A& Botanist es hud gained die emptre 
help of the Turks, so he employed thei 
to overcome Nicephoruii but thos^ adi?e 
who were ready to join with auj parrj 
their owii purpose^ aftenrards assisted 1 
pet i tors to dethrone him. At length he 
ed the crown to Aleiis, in the year 10^1 

At the lime when Alexis ascended the 
Soli man, who commanded Ln Anato] 
£xed his scat at Nice, in BithyniA, ar 
made , inroad t> with liis Turks as far as ' 
phcirus ; but Amalist by ordering arm^ 
to scour the coast, obliged them soon to ^ 
iti Pursuinghis advantage by land, h( 
Bosphorus, Thynia, and Bithynia; wli 
the sultan sued for peace, which was 
the Tiirks» on condition that they fcfip 
banks of the river Draco, without ever 
the border of Bithynia. 

The dissensions which agitated Coiista 
were very favourable to the enterprises 
man, whose alliance was courted by all l 
petitors in turns. Into whatever treaties 
tending parties entered, he was' considen 
auxiliary, and, in consequence, consta 
quired some small portion from the 
which served to extend his domains. '. 
tan fortified himself in several province 
he took possession of some very advai 
posts. In this manner he became n: 
Antioch, aivd made Nice, in Bithynia, t 
residence. So\itwaca ^\\tet ^^\x\. W\xle 
himself, after ?l del^^x- ^^ ^^^j^tw 



e EuTme Seas, the ArchipeLigo, aitd tlic 
f Pamphili^ und Ciltcra- jMtcr his deiuh^ 
ft'ere claimed by die governors of Am 
Thii tniperor of Constaminople also re- 
some pi^Kes by strAtagem ; tul though 
the capitn.1, was vigoransly attacked » tlie 
could not wi-est it tVoni the hands of 
» tlie governor, who restored it to Kilij 
I the eldest son of S oilman, 
en the news of Socman's death reached 
:s of the goveniors of Asia Minor, they 
I hi s terri tori es among themsel ves » A pel • 
I became lord of Nice, famous for the pa- 
' the sultans. He had before given Cap^ 
a to his brother Pulfcas, but, heing natii- 
ictive, he thought it did not become ihe 
y of a s^ilun to sit idle, and made in cur- 
mo Bithyniai us far as the Prcpoaiis* The 
p iinditighe could not be brought to m 
i sent a powerful army, undtfr TaticiuSt' to 
;e Nice, which encamped at tvvejve mUes 
ce franx that city- 

I nrght followingi a pea^iant brout' ht tlie 
tliat Prosuk was approachingi at th^ head 
by thousand met^ ; Taticitis retired, and 
:assem pursued, and attacked hrm at Prt* 
but the Frenchi who were m the ai my, 
I by Taticiu^, couching their lances with 
sual alertness, full on tTiem tike IJghmlngp 
^dth<jm, and gave 'l*;Kkiuslenure to retreat* 
fclkassem> with a dcsirt* to confiurr the 
ii buiit ships, %viih an Intcutrou of taking 
\Y of Scid i but the emperor sent and burnt 
in thtf fearhonr. At the ibwrnc t\Tcv;^'^'*C \\\v 
Wicked nnd toially dcfcatvid A\<^ '^^'f^Y^J 
jpexiDr, on this oecawcuit wro\« ^t^ o\Kv^^f 



kivir.ii: jLi:.-. ckti ;: v.^.: ..:..- .,r 
-^jii -.•■.*.'■>■-"■. ^ /j.!?-*^ ^. cr>".'.!' '.:\y, 
wis:* St:;: '::.:z'. :. ■: *:v ^r :" h > :: 
o: tiers to •j.c: :.r :. ^ . ".^t. r.:..:? 
l>eiLiT ::«> cr.wrr.li.s. Tr-" R?::-.i 

lireu. 

It "srill be prv T^iT :c co.^-'rvc he: 
as M.ilec Sr.j.::. "wh:. :v:c:'.i:^ ''-'• ' 

man, be v~.^s. ili.r:::ci, .i:;i. 20^ 
giow too powciiul. .stfi;: :.^ :::e e: 
to p:t^p:«.e ^n aii:A::c-: v:::: >.ini, 1 
riape : caerin^. en 0:^: Cwj£«ioTi 
ihe Turis seiued r.e.ir ihe se.i-c 
don a certair. number of sXiiii 1 :■ 

r»:c""i V:*-!'' M-i*"" t^r-.'\-ST»c •— .-^c** ."• •" 




i4uvk^Li'«>d these piiiticuWs ; nevenlieli-ss, 

m n letter to the emperor, as^ufiug hi in 

[ffovided he gave hfs d;uighter in mnrriage 

» son, he w mid ;issiitt him with troops to 

Ht ' I "" Tii*K incur*^ioTis» nnd wreu An- 

I pin :\d^. At the s;ime time, he 

PwSfiii, wiui Ibrt'es, u^ainst Apclk^issem- 

emperor wrote iiu :ins^ver» wliidn ukhcmt 

ijg his denmnd, flattered has hopes. In 

lean whJle^ Pti'siin att^icked Ntcc scveDil 

I hdU beuig rcpubed by mvuns of the cm* 

""s sitctntits, retired to Lopadlon, on the 

■mnpe- As soon as he wa^ gone, ApeU 

loadrn^ fourteen mules vith gtUd, set 

■r Persiu* to ohtuin ihe Mik;m*M lontinntu 

die povcrnmcjU : but the suh:m, who 

en at -Spiika, refusing to see him^ oi dored 

return to J'usai sayin^^i he would con- 

hiitever the other nt^reed to. After a kinj:f 

iitlesM 'iolicitati^'n, nc set fHit oii his way 

but had not pi<?ceedej fur, wh^^n ht? wiK 

y two htindrect men, who, hy the Nultan's 

^1 sirangletl turn. The iitnhAi«sadtJr» w]ior 

d the emperor's k'tler, proceL*ded on his 

ly; hut hearinj^t hdorc* hc reached Kho- 

that the 5LiUan Jjiniself was Rs^assimatedt 

turned to Con^taifthiople, Atttr Apelkas* 

Utd c?eparted for KhofASAix^ VwWj^^, Vsi* 

r, too A: ji*i5se«ibion of NVcii^ vAuOts.^^ w%-l 

hy Jur^u offers, tenftDt<»d V\\m V^ 4^^^^^ 



up ; but he still put him ^^ imder pceteace 
expecting tlie return cf his brcther, Wliile tj 
matier was ia agiudoci, the two sons of A^ 

Soliman, escapiiig on the ds,iUi of Oie moiiiew 
Sultan, by whom they were det^isied ia pniO% 
amvtd at Nice, w^here diey vrererecei^^^dby 
those who had mo&r power with tb£ peopk^ sfll 
atknowjedged by Pulkas, 'who ddivered ^^ 
city into dieir hands. From thU i^e^^jia^ 
which » according to the course of tie Cm 
history, happened abpQt the year 1093, we *to 
the commencemctit of the reign of KiHj Ard** 

Nice having thus, after an usurpatioaof ^f*** 
ral years, been restored to the heirs of Soliasjt 
Klig Arslan, the eldestj asmmed tbe rtisw 
governmenti His first care was to re-peofJ^J* 
city, by recallkg; the wives and children cf^ 
olcl inhabitants, as he designed to honour it *w 
the chief residence of the sultans. Then?'^ 
placing PalkaSi he made Mohammed goverW 
al ter which appointment, he marched toi 
Melicene, ' 

JJis chief expeditions were against theGr*^ 
3ie was likewise snccessful against those of ^ 
tnvn nation, who had usurped his 6^^^ ^ 
g j-ined some important advantages over tbe a* 
s.iders, whom he dispossessed of Nice, 
they had raken. Vie established another 
at Iconium, whence his successors derire 
title of Sulians of Iconium- Kilij Ars^b^v 
ing lost a battle, was drowned in atteiapt«ig» 
escape across a river,^ which his horse wast>; 
able to ford, VL^ \^ held the reins of pof* 
fourteen years,. 

The histoty o^ iiv.e i,\^\^^^ <^ V'fsi>s£^^l* 
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ersomt fenowlrtfge of tliem, havo 
pfieservt^d uny muts of these pnTiccs 
^ noiicoi either of iheir customs, cha* 
0T intrit^ajcs of their court ; rn fact, no* 
iicU wiil serve to iniern^pt the dull mo. 
4 i&Ms of arms, which are at all time* 
cvastit lions, massacreSj aii<i conHagra- 
tVe are therefore obliged to collect from 
arisome narratives a few events, more 
iteresting, under the names and dates of 
ncesi 

uldi however, be mentioned, that at this 
^eter the Hermit, author of tlie crusadei 
It Constantinople, at the head of eighty 
1 inen« devoted to the recover y of Jent* \ 
t>m the Tiu'ks. The emperor udvii^cd 
^Viiit t*ll Godfrey of Bulioinj nnd the 
intJt's, arrived; but Petcn confident of] 
success, pa&sed die sea, and encamped < 
city called Helenopolis* From which 
R thons-md Normans, who were among 
ade an incursion as fur as Nict\ commit- 
most horrible cruelties : but the garri- 
lat city sallying out upon tJiemi they ' 
iige^ to retreat. Tliey after^'ards took ' 
In, but Hlkan, being sent w^th soma 
r tlxe suhan, recovered that place, 
j'eneral, knowirig tiie Franks to be very ' 
, contrived a scheme for tJietr destrue-J 
It first laid his ambuscade^ and llieni 
ioned fwo anful persons to publish in * 
rmy, that the Normans had taken Nice, 
*d an immense booty. On this report 
f Without any order, toviatd ^^\ ^\V^ i 
fi^ into the ambii^c»id(i n^^ucW-^^V^^^ 
i&ii^ were cut lu mec^is* Ti^v^ uw^^o^^J 



^^ 



Seen ;ii:'-»r, the rest of the 
anivin**, thoy invoNti-d Nice. 
s«ime iTiiops TO :v.-.r.i^Y the Chr 
were dtfoatcil, a< w.is the s»ili 
htToaftcr CvMi\1 lI ^ r.o inore \ 
supply the ci:y with prf«vis'ons 
Fliinks in :i >h.''rt linu-, rrade ; 
and the ciiy M'yronJi.*roJ. 

Th.* e:r.per; r thiMight this a j 
to recmer other phues from i 
cordin^ly, Smyiiia, Kphosus, 
phia, A'.xd cihcv cImos ot Jess ( 
rendered to his victoiious arn 
time, the emperor Alexis, prep 
Franks, \vho were besieged b 
Anti(Kh, and recovered sever; 
their hands. Abtnit that time 
Constantinople an anny of N( 
ing to one hundred thousand fo 



t the horse leaving the mfa^ntry be- 
crc all slain by the rurks> except* 
hcijTj xhcy reserved, as It wcrei to 
itirw iti Kliorasan* 

3r>iaE was juccecJed by Siisatit * jy 
icTt Tlie coast of A sia iiaviag, . * * 
itc i^-ars, been ruined, from Smyrna 
1^1 SLVid tticise once popiilous and stately 
pome heaps oi rubbish, the empcrot sent 
16 to restore them. That nobleman Brst 
Endjumit, and peopled it with peasants 
Higcv*. .Altei%viirds^behig inipmied that 
^i WLie assembling near Lumpis» he sent 
scnie troops, who cut part of them in 
aind took a grent nniiTlier prisoners i 
leir victory so < ruelly, thut they boiled 
|[ to death. The Turks who remainedl ' 
l«ourning, :md went ayQT tlie country to ' 
>eir conj pan ions to vengeance, 
^ same limct Ftlokales reduced PhiladeU 
thout any trouble ; but, soon alter, Ha* < 
\ of the chief ci*nini;miier7;, who governed 
BibsoUiLely in Capp»idoria, hearing of the 
ties exerciscti by the Roman s» Ciime nt 
d of tvait)4bur ihi-U'*i*iid men, and be- 
the pkcc> Filokalcs, who abounded in 
fttns, not fifiving forces to tuke the fieldi j 

RinliflbiT^inLs either t*) open the gates^ I 
he walis^ or make the least noise- 1 
ing b.cn before tlic town iluee dayiii^l 
, person appear, conchided that ilitj 
d neitTjci forces nor conriic^^ enongl 
\ sallirs. Hereupon, lie divided his armyj 
[ (en t|]f>nsand men lo V^o\\mv\a* ^wvam^ 
^wards .Smyrna, ai^d a \\utd vo^^x^^^«^- 
rjiij orders tq ravage \he cout^xic^ % '^^ 




SIO Tiritii TJtir: 

he bVmMlf falKnvcc! ^tli 
pQon n% FUokuW ^aw the T 
tent lroo|>s to attack tlicm 
cordlngly cani*.* up with in 
first detach me:iis, kilUng a 
men; bot could mil ore 
others. 

Same time after l^h t 
Tnarched from the Eas^^ wr 
Philadelphia md the mtnit 
peror, en thh advice, sent a 
up the river ScamandeT to 
Iceslon, to await his orders^ 
ml that time at Phibde-lphia 
risopf and Monastres at Pe 
«ent by the suJiiiu of Kht 
two bodies i one of them a 
and the other march.ed intc 
ras went out to meet tli^se 
up with them at Kelbjana, 
the sultan, wlio hid sent 
defeat, he dispatched ^mb 
pcroTj TA'ho, after he had p ■ 
to them concerning their i 
peace. 

He had not been lon^ at 
alarmed with a new irruj^ti< 
Turks from Anatoli:v, itnd v 
The emperor, on this intc 
strait from Can star tin oplc 
though afflicted widi the pi 
with his own liands* In th^ 
Aic^^yla, where he emb^irk' 
sof'n as he landed, he wm 
command CTs of tiie cntrnj 
forces mto ^"A^:l1tbvJ^Stkc^. 



xisonlered Kuniit/esj governor of Nict'i 
kllt*w ihe Turks with live liunJroJ nveitp to 
p their mouoLiy, but to uveal figljun^:. 'Ihe 
|trnor ciiuie up with the Mih:in*s :irmyj an J, 
btting his orders, attiickeJ tliem N^ith gve:ii 
!tuosit>\ Thfi eneitiy, having heard of tjie 
lipefor's march, and^ concliidnig thut hv had 
jien upon them with all his forces, bctr^ok 

Pselves tt> tltglit J but^ beinj; made sensible 
eir niisUke by a pnsoner* iliey rallied their 
4; jind, hiivmg met with Kamitzesj who 
(lycii to divide the spoil, iasicad of getdiig into 
i^mancne, att;iekt?d him sit break of day j hh 
IdiiTs all fled, excepting tlie Scythians, the 
trnchi and u fi^'w Roitumsj who fourth t va* 
Ifttlv ; hut most of Lhem btiuv^ at kngrh slain* 
■"Ijii own horjie killed, he 2>ct hishac k af;alrist an 
I an J managed his sword so eflecuially, that 
silled or wounded all who tunic williin hig 
The Turks, surprised at hi si vaWrp 
; desirous to preserve hhu, Amir Mo- 
^^ alighted off Ms horse, and, pnttTng 
rjHose who iouj^ht with him, said> •* G'\\*ti 
ie your hand^ und pv( fcr life to dcuth.** Ka- 
tk/est unable to resist such a itniltltude, gave 
t*h;*ud to Mohanmicdi whu ordiu^ him to be 
(d un horseback, ihat he niighi not escape. 
The r:mpcror, discovering the rosid which the 
lirks hud takeni tcoL ;u\t»ther. lie pa^-ssed by 
Ice ; then crossed Mihigne and By-silicus, tw^o 
ty narrgw pia*i&es of the niouiU;nn Olymj^ias* 
It idteivvaids marclicd to Aktines, and irom 
etice to Acincii*^ with .1 design to gel before 
^ m<*mf. There bemg iiiJornied that they 
!fC encamped in a valley fttll of reods, whci© 
fiktbou^ht tbcitiselvc^ in no dapgcr, he ieU 





upon them with hh forces, killed a vast m^^* 
and took a great multitude pmoners; tk^^i 
diought to escape, by lyitig conceakd amonf 
the tnkic reeds; the soldiers could tiot come"* 
them* for tliat reason, and tlie m.irshmess of 
place; but Alexis having ordered theiteds 
one end to be fired* the I'orks flew from ' 
flames into the hands of the Romans, who 
one half, and carried oiF the other. 

Amir Mohammed, having been joined ^f _ 
Turkmans and some other people of Asb 11* |- 
nor> appeared at the same instant, to gi« t^* 
emperor battle; and, chough Ale its opeii&4i 
way for himself, by defeating those he puiWi' 
yet Mohammed came tip vnih the reav% cfttt"^ 
manded by Aphelas and Tzipurcles, who* ftP*, 
fling full speed against the f urks, Mohaii^iW 
vfho well knew how to miike MSr: of anadviititi^ 
finding them at a <ibtaiice from their so!diei%' 
shot at their horses j which, falling, they wfit 
s II rr minded ?nd slam. Nevertheless, his troof* 
vere put to flight by those left to guard t^.elttj- 
^:ige and the horses 5 in which coufusitwi K*j 
nMi/,e!i made his escape- 

Aleitisi returning, vcent to take the airattfee 
pass of Malaga, on die top of Monnt Q\j^ 
pus, whither the empress came to him, fromtht 
prince's isle: thei^ being informed that the Toi^ 
v/ere at hand? he marched towards Nice ', Vtil 
the enemy, without waiting for him, fled. Ho^ 
e\er, being overtaken by two of his genew 
who, from the top of tlie Germinian mDuotaim 
observed their niotions, they were defeated* 

George, m^sedim x<a xh.^ x^^s-^ ^^\ ^^^>m 
and tketice !:o W^\*^^^^^* ^V^^ Sk*^«> 
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ac*.ed the rear* and sim t'c*) bodies CO 

e van 3m4i o^ie «jf the vmgs- 

Wks fougbt with gr^at iEirepedity* Aik 

FofpfcTrogemtns, il>e cfnperor^s scat 

" me left wrag, iras HDed. Ni- 

yfi::'-nK , wfco if3s at tbe fcewJ €f fhe 

wosM be dcAaned, ftd* 

TiTxm iri^du the Ttirksi 

A ? thoie who escaped 
', wHb hjs cup- 
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man had set tiro to all the torasi 
Minor ; and that another army 
coming to oppose him : he co 
know whether he shoiiKl march 
or give battle to the Turks, wl 
from Filomiiion, llavinq: wr 
questions on two pieces ol pape 
in the evening, on the altar, and 
in prayer. In the morning the 
and, taking uj) the tirst pa|^er 
hand, unfolded it, and read it ; 
lie was detern lined to go to Filo 
mean lime, Uardas, liaving pa: 
of Zompi, defeated a large body 
jilain of Amorion, while anotl: 
e.iinp. Being pressed hard afte^^ 

Eany> tlie enemy came up em 
im. Alexis, having passed I 
the lake of Forty Martyrs, arrive 
which he took bv storm : from 1: 



O? THIS SFT.jrKIAKB, S? 

g time mn with no TurtHt :ilt1umgh Mon- 
i kept OTi one skk» of hfm with somt? troyp^ i 
beuip jimvod iti ihe phuu^ tlie enemy ap- 
fd, Mmiolykus, who vviu u man in years, 
if gtrnt cjsnrrit'iins brj;'nn the riUack, und 
iiut'i! it all thv d\x)% without milking uny 
Eifiton tui the Romun r;inks» On the next 
Sultan Kh]isfja*ithiti arrived, niid, ihou^^h 
■a^ no le*s snrptrAcd at die T^nv disposition 
* Romitn iirmy th^m Mnnolykus, ycti hinng 
fhfiit of vontli> he reprosiched thtit old nimi 
hii piiiTlIanimrty* At Ute s^ine instant, t)i© 
H attacked the i^ar, imd sent two bodies to 
n the VHii nnti one of the wings, 
le Turks ifmight with gre^it intrepidity- An- 
cus PojphjTo^renituji, the emperor's KOn, 
jommandcd the left whig, M-as killed* NU 
>rns Rryen^iins, who was nt ihe hrnd cf the 
, fearing tlic van would ho defeated, iid- 
?d lo its assistar.co ; upon which, the I'nrks, 
Sujtan Khli riastlin, iiiniod iheir hacks, 
e-asccntlc\i ihc liills. As iluv,(' \vlu> escaped 
JiOcTXMU ways, ihe siilt;in, wiili his eiip- 
r, got into a cliajiol, iij (ni ;'. r-ount planled 
rvj^ress, whiM'c lliev wi ic 1( ll«*\\'td hy llnee 
lians, and a C^.i-cr'^, \\Ii(> t'u.u ilie cnj>- 
r; hut Klili /i:p.l1:in, noi Iumu" kneX'n I«> 
, liad tJie [U)(\\ I. 1 Mine te t".(.ipc. In tlu* 
, the Tin-ks a- • ( niMcd on llin l( ps ol" InMs, 
'd ai'ieat luinihcr ok tires, and kowled kike 



the next tkiN, ike k:i"<';;ive, ^^•( ircii, :iiu( 
*en heinr pl;ieeil in tke nMilJli\ t.':e.iiiny 
lu'd tnw:u<!s /\ii'jnr' ; kn:, nn iki \\;iy, 
idlan, |i;i\ ins'; .is; (Mnkled .'11 kn, kr«\-, in^ 
i, and attacked iheni ecui .ireou'-U : 



Alexis, who was then in thi 
Augustopolis and Aoronium, 
to halt, and went to the place od 
his rcLitions and chief otBcers, g 
soldiers: the sultan came presen 
panied by all his officers, \iith M 
head ; who, as soon as they cam< 
ed, and saluted the emperor : i 
have done tlie same, but Alexis 
however, when he was near, Y 
kissed the foot of that prince, wb 
his hand, and ordered a horse D 
him ; then taking off his mantle, 
sultan. After this ceremony, 
subject of peace, Alexis agree 
remain in possession of all the 
the Turks possessed before the re 
and the battle in which he wa 
Next day, the sultan and his o£ 
treaty, and the emperor made 



ffile :!T dinner, und sn^tc]ie4 tlie bread bwf of 
Sv mti th:it when lie wt?n: to drive them 

k diin^^ed into lions* On the coining 

kcr, iic a^ked a Roman soldier the ineanii^g 
|his dreamt ^I>*i t^ld hJm that the msuUs of 
K ilics End lions ji«?<?Tned to denote a co^i^pi^ilcy 
I en em i c ? . Ne v v ri h clcsf , il le sn 1 mn m' o u J d b e* 
h?e iinthinj^, biit continued his journey with 
pre obstinitcy dnm hefore. 
Wcwever, he sfnt his spies abrpadi who, In- 
md met with Masnt at tlie he:u! oi un iirmy : 
pt having espoused his inteiest, they '^vent 
fck, and t«ild Saysan that tht-y had seen va^* 
my on the road i so th^t the sultriu, proctH*d- 
g vvithout any mistrust, feli into the snar^* 
B sOJil ns he came in st^^lit, G^zif son o{ the 
mmapder, Hassan Katuk, whom S.iysan had 
k to death, sn spurs to liss horse, gave him a 
foke wiiJi his lance, which isiiysan snatching 
m of his Injnds, satd, with an air ofconteTript, 
k did not know tliat women carried armsi/* 
Mlchcasj who was in hi?i train^ and held a cor- 
Ipondence with his brother Masttt, pn*t ending 
Itait 3ft*al for his service, advi-sed him to retiiu 
ITyganionj a small city luntr lilomiUoti, where 
i wa* veiy kindly received by the inhabitants, 
BO knew he hail made peace with tlie empt*ror> 
idcr whose obedience they w*ei*e 
fofasiit CAme preiinnly after, and in vented th( 
Bee, on the walls of which S;iysan af pcarc " 
Id rep roa o hcd h i s s n b j r -iSt s w > t !> t h e i r pt.*t n J i on %~ 
wk^l tlTieatcidng them m-^ith tlie appuKich of 
k Romans, and a punishment suitable to thtir 
Ime. 'Ihese menaces \^fcT^ su^^^^x^A \v^ ^S^s. 
forom rc^fstance made h^ Cae \w£%\'&^^<^- ^'^ 
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fort coming down from the wall, on pretences 
encouraging^ tlie inhabitants to defend the f lac 
he assured them that there was a powerful am 
on the road to assist the besiegers, and that xk 
had no other way to prevent their being pic 
dered^than to surrender at discretion. The ci 
zens following his coua^l, delivered Saysan \ 
to his enemies ; who having had no instrume 
with them fit for the purpose, made use of ac3 
die stick, ma tie red-hot, which was held bete 
his eyes till he was deprived of sight. When 
was brought to Kogni, he declared to his fosti 
father that he could see, The foster-father K 
this circumstance to his wife, who kept the seel 
so well, that it became public in a few daysjai 
coming to the ears of Masut, it put him in la 
a rage, that he ordered Elgam, or "? of his coa 
' manders, to go and sti angle his unhappy h 
ther* 

Although this account of Saysan is but lasM 
introduced, and for want of some distinguishi 
marks, he may seem to be a different pen 
from Khliziastlan, yet from the circumstan 
of the whole, tliey appear clearly enough ta 
the same sultan, under two different names ; 
rather that, through inadvertence in compili 
from two diflferent memoirs, the name of B 
/iastlan has been put in some places for thai 
Saysan. 

'i'his event happened about the year of Chi 
1116, so that this sultan must have reigned 
years. He was succeeded by Massud. 
A yv The emperor, John Comnenus, i 

• , * succeede.^ K\^^\'i>n^^^x^^^;^^^ij^iSLtheTix 

tis fatlxer, s^cVcd ^^n^^*^ ^xxn^^ ^ ^ 



irdied agiiiiint, und deftMtcc! tliem* After 
lich acUuti ht' took Laotltct*4» and l r. 

ph walls i he then returned lu Consi ^ 

Et soon aftct departed, hi order to rec*^vt¥ tk>- 
jwlis ia the same counti^'> As the cuy wnn 
^^Bed by » strong gurnson« and surrounded 
^^BrQCipicesi he cvd^VQd some tix>ops lo hover 
^^Ktance, and shoot at the Inhabkants* i'hh 
^H^m drew them into the pluin, as the em- 
^Htzpe^ed ; and M^hilc thuy pursued rhe Ro* 
PPf who iiedt iliey were cut off by an ambws* 
pcphy which mt-ansihe city tell rntu his hands, 
k likewise reduced sever, d other places of 
bailer cons^^quence j tlien he invaded Armenk 
||^&ym» taking hi both severed strong places^ 
^^fepcrsed tlie Turks in various parts ot Am* 
^Tofiered great incimvcnience in th€ enemici* 
luntry, from the severe cold and want of pro- 
Lions^ which destroyed most of the horses of his 
B«y< Of this dimeter the Turks took advan- 
tei but being at length rep ttlsedt the emperor 
jtumfd to Neoc^sarea, where he bad !icveral 
pntiishes with ihem» hut did not recover that 
Ij ; a miseairiaxf^t whieh wits owinjs^ in u great 
pa sure to John Comnentis fits l^rnijier Isiauc^ji 
bi I who, ruseuting that his uncle ^^hni Id order 
nn lo give one of his horses to an luliau, who 
id lost hill owu, joined the Tufkt, and chang'* 
m his relhjion, marrtedp as it was said> im 
Ig^htar uf Masi;ud, nt Kogtii* i 
Hbhe course of tl^e stance year he marched Into 
P^^ia, to Attalia^ u f.unoui eiiy, in order to 
mve^i'i tjic incaiRiotis of the I'm h, who had, 
Cion^rst the revl, sciz-ed ih: l?;^V\n Vw^^v.*v^^■^^^' - 
Or/* /* .tlakc iif vaa cxicul* mv\\ muu^^, 
Utf n/jpic mhabitaniii, bv U'iX<3Cvt^^ ^ - 






sud was not negligent m extending 1 
in the east. In the year 1143, Job 
died, and was succeeded by his 
One of his first cares was to marcl 
Turks, who were ravaging Thrace, 
put them to flight, he pushed on 
Kogni, at whicn time Massud was 
camp at Tazara. In behalf of hei 
sud, the wife of John Comnenus har 
very ably from the walls of the cit 
peror having reconnoitered the p! 
but was forced to fight several bj 
Toad, in order to open a way back i 
In the year 1146, Conrade, emp 
many, and other Christian princes w 
the cross, arrived at Constantinoplej 
to Syria, intending to pass through 
The Greeks were in such haste to gel 
that their whole Vnarinc was employ 



f THE StXJUKlAWS* 

I ai^d GiixeJ it with lime. But it is not 

tJiHt ;J1 this was done by the emperor^s ^M 
, as was pretended ; although it was knuwtt ^1 
^e liad comrniinded base silver to be coined, 
ihem fear the goods they sold- In a word, ^^ 
$ BO mischief which MaiiUE^l did not con* ^M 
inst tJictn, that their posterity might, by ^| 
une of their ancestors, be deterred 
setting foot on Roman ground* 
Germans and French bad not marched 
ito Asiii, be? fore tbey were met by the 
sb army, comnianded by one Pamplan* 
excited by the letters of IVlanuel, and ani- 
by his example, attacked and defeated 
They afterwards appeared at the Mean- 
oppose their passage ; but Conrade spur- 
is hor^e into the river, his army followed j 
msmg over^ fell on the Turks witli such 
that scarcely any escaped* The slaughter 
t be judged of by the van mounr;iins of 
Etbat plate, which Nicetas had himself be- 
ithastonishmeat- The same historian t elk ^i 
lat after tins glorious victory, the Germans ^M 
rith no enemy to oppose them^ during the re* ^M 
(ier of their march. But we are accjuaiuted, 

western writers, v^'ho are best informed^ j 
be disappearance of the enemy Usted only ^M 
\t Franks came to Iconium, ilie cupilal of ^B 
'urkish dominions in Lesser Asi;i* Tbi$ 
hey closely invested ; but it wait ^o sa ongly 
led both by natyre and art, as well as bravely 
ded by the lurks, that though they lay a 
time before die place^ they made no pro- 
in Its reduction. M Vtici^^i T^"^w^\v\^T?at 
in their camp, &^ac\\ ^ m^^t\3fC\\^ ^^^ss^jil^ 
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ievmil foit* to secure thr fTwiticrv 
The*siiUxti halving received a m 

pejce cf tlie«Riperorf cm his owti tcmis; w^»A 
all ibe pcrsDfB of eiperienc^ :iciti3«tl htm m ic- 
cept ; repreaentiit^, that thecaralrr oTtheTMi 

cessj^ile ports cvf the coruntry t ^and that a ce«lfti 
gioios diftetnper alnndy pi^ailcd in the Roitfi 
vmif . But Manue), luMerin^ hhandf to be 1c4 
by his t^iUtitmst vho bad never been in a casfi 
befom^ sent biek the wnbassa^loTi wiibont fp^ 
po^eng ^xij terms. Tht sulttll l»iTtw sppBi 
R)T pc«er a second time, mud reretreii fio cthET 
ans^rer than that the entperur ^^{niUl b^sish Ib 
demands when he came to Ra^tUt be |M |Mi ri 
an ambuscade in the pass of Sybrttat thttv^ 
isrhkh the Romans were to inarch. 

It U a lon^ vallev, bounded on one side «ti 
hi|:h mountRins, and on the other bj dcqi pt> 
ci pices* The emperor* mstead of detacbbf » 
body of tight troops to TecoTmoitre tHe ctucarr 
and cle»r the vntj, dtvided his armr mtt* sir tr- 
dies, and marvhcd behtr.d the bci^ga^Cj tl ihe 
he.id of the fifih^ which cofisbied oF the fc^i^ 
ef his troops. The two 6rst corps pgisstd t^ 
most daiigerous places without any lo4s; 1^ 
cjviie ther covered them^Wes iHth thctr hsti- 
lets* 2nd valisntlj Iba^ht the enemy, wbo m^ 
tacked them tVoro the tops of the rocks. ¥^ 
vMnt of these precauticms the ri^t Tsiiigt wbidl 
mil tie the third body, '^•as bitikcft and ctit U 
pieces, with BaldnHns ihe cii3p«^r's bi-otheri^* 
hwf who commmuded [hem- The Twrks^ eU^ 
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If id) this success, blacked up die pass entirely! 
so tbat tJie Romans cay Id neither advaiK-e nor < 
retreat : in jl moment boUi men ^nd horses ^^^m 
pierced wttli infinite showers of arrows j whkh 
tie red the ground with dead bodies. 
|B^he enemy^ m<ide great eftbrts to defeat the 
^^ps which were about the emperor, who triL*d j 
several times to repulse them, and open a pas^ 
sage : hut not being^ able iv compasii nis dei^ig'np| 
ht' threw iiimself ainiost alone into tiie middle J 
l^them, and happily escaped, after he h*d re*! 
^ved several w^ounds : about Uitrty arrows f 
HK^ sticking in Jiis buckler, and bis casque ^vatJ 
half beaten off. In tiio mean time the soldieriJ 
tlitck In the battle ; and those wIyo esc^tpe(i| 
fatal pans, pertjJied in the valley. TJ 
»le dedlc consisted of seven vallieii, one within | 
btber, the entrance of which w\is pretty wnde,| 
tlie exit very narrow. A violent wind hap^ 
aiiig to raise clouds of dust, botli partieaj 
Slight for some time in the dark, killing indit 
ferently their friends and foei;» However 
iniic]i greater nimibej' of tlie Romans were slain 

t of the lurks, and chieil)' the emperor's re- 
hen the storm was over, men were seen bit- 
up to the waist ainon^^ di^^d bodies, extend- 
R[ tlieir arms, imd imploring ht4p with lament- 
,e cries, without being^ able to obtain any, 
m mi^ii wIk) wer-e in too mncli danger them* 
iiftves to think ot assisting others, 

I The emperor appeared alone, w*ithout his ar^ 
>ur bearer or guards, resting liiniseli* under :t 
Id pear-tree ; there was only one horsemaa 
lo oiFered to assist him, and tried to refit hi* 
ad*picce^ At tiie same time a Turk sei/^ed ikt 
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brtdle of his harsei bat i^e struck him <lo^ 
with a piece which Ter> VLoed of his buM- 
Other* advancing to take him, he cirove iheai 
off u-ith the Lance of the horseman who ai .end- 
ed hirtip killmg ofic of theiB* while his *ssut* 
ant cut off the head of nnuther with his ^word. , 
Having bcea joiaetl at length by ten Rointinajk 
surmouated, with ificredihle fatigue* the difficwl- 
ties of tlic pasi^s: then crossinr the river, anJ 
m^trching over dead bodies, he fotinJ a troop ^ 
his soldiers, who came up as soon as their law 
him* H^ beheld in the way, John Ca2iticiitl> 
nus, who had married his niec*?t fightlrvg ffrf 
valiantly, btit ai length killed and strippi^d u^o 
the spot. I'hcsc who had slaia him, peiceivtug 
tile emperor, made a ring, closing their ntdk^ 
to surround hiniL- They were mounted on bacfast 
well tratned, which, amoii|; other o^nameiav 
had long collars of hair, with lit lie bells. Ma- 
nuel, encouraging his men, repulsed the enemy 
vi^^uruusiy, and still advancii^g, at length jobed 
the fir^t legions. 

Ciiiuostephanus and *ome others arrived ia 
thi.' evening. They passed the nrght ia the 
j:rrca-C':*t anx:etv, and accounted themselves tw 
IjcLtLT than dead men, ccnsiJering the dangers 
which surrpundea them. What ttrrmed them 
mosL wasi to hear the Turks coursiiig round their 
camp, calling aim J -o their conJltr)^llen to quit 
it I I r that the next morning they would put aU 
to the sw^rd- The eniperor hereupon conceived 
tlie dtsicn of tlyir.g privately, and leaving his 
pe^^ple u be s]itup;hrei ?d ; nor was he ashamed 
to own ht. hiteiitioii to h'tif friends, who were 
fit] 4 -^v, ; 1 1 ii;digr.a U^^n p 
^1 -^•d\ci wVi^u \- A^-r ^?;\.vt\Q>ai the teut, atnd hca?d 
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thftt hf* said, r nsifif his voice, ci ted out, ** What 
k tliL^jgrht n. sen', ^^d into the mind of 
r! " Then address t ' g his 5 peet h toLimt 
Is it not Tr>u (^aitl iic) mho have brought us 
I ptroh herei under roclv^ which bruise u\^ and 
[iQatuiris which overwhelm us? What hai?ie we 
I do m this valley of groans and tears, in this 
scent to hell^ in the midst of prectpik es and 
I ? We h^ve had no difference with these bar- 
»riafis who have enclosed us within this chain 
' niountains ; it is you who have led us to the 
aughter to sacrifice us as victims*'' This bold 
beech touched the em|>erort and induced him 
I submit to the necessity of the occasion- 
^ While no hope seemed to be left £i*t tJie Ro^ 
nst the sultan, by persuasion of the principal 
en of hii court, who in time of peace received 
tnslons and presents from the emperor, pto- 
ed to offer him terms of peace* However, 
! Tuf k$, who knew nothing of their master's 
Ltentions, prepared at day-brf nk to attack the 
amp. Twice the Romans made a sally to re- 
nJse them, without gaining any advantage. In 
l^e mean time, the sultan sent G auras, who, 
aving ordered liostilities to cea^e^ and saluted 
|ie emperor af'er the i'urkish fashion, presented 
i with a sword, and a horse which had a sll- 
bit, and was Tery well trained, making use 
of the most gentle words to comfort him, Ob- 
er\'iRg that Manuel had on a black vest over 
lis cuirass, he said, " That colour is not proper 
,_. time of war, and presages no good Itick/' 
The emperor smiling, gave him the vest, which 
was adorned with gold and purple. Afterw*ardtt 
he concluded and signed the peace, 

I The emperor designed to avoid retamia^ b^ 
Ff2 ^^ 
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the fie)^ ^( hskUlt ; but the guides bTtmg&t 
d)Ti&ctl}r ihrao^b iu ti^at he mi^itt be!io£l4 
iiiire tbe deplorable spectaele* In shot! tin 
Icyt and forests vncie cO'S'rried, aod every Zh 
fUWdt witb dead bodies. 1 he heads we 
scalped » stud the frvry parts cut off; a pf 
li^n taken by tlie Turks, that rhe Chrl 
might ft€it be dtstio^iw^ed lk>m the dsi 
cis&d» a» «sll a^ to ^ew tEat the Tictcf] 
their-s. 

When the Romans had passed the straig 

the loouTitams, they were attacked again! 

Turkic iifKo p\«-sued them in paities« and * 

the sick and wounded, who were not m t 

ditton to defend themseHes, not withstands 

ihe care that coald be tak^ n to preTrcot 

hosdiiiies. It is said the sultan^ repeotifig 

te had let the prey slip ont of his h^Tidj 

t^iven bis sokiiers liberty to commit thos 

lences, vHich continued till they reached 1 

The Turks afterwards besieged CI audio 

and the emperor ran to its relief with incr 

diligence, without any equipage besides his 

He crossed Bithynia by the light of to: 

he passed the nights without sleep ; and 

f;itigue and watching obliged him to take 

rest, he lay upon nothing but straw, i 

news of his approach, the Turks betook 

selves to flight, and the citizens were fille 

Khli/iastlan, who greatly feared the ei 
Manuel, no sooner heard of his death, t 
went and took Sozopolis ; and several pre 
Vo1ut\Vat*\\^' s\\\artv\\\ft^\a\v\xcv, 'KNs^s^'^d^s^: 
enioved ^ \Woto>\s svaxa e>S. V^-^Ss^cvcv^ s:^^^ 
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that Andronkus was succeeded on the ifflperiiil , 
throne bf Isaac Angelus, sent Amir Samcswitt 
some horse, to make an irruption into Thrace/ 
from whence he returned wiui manj prisoners, 
ftnd much plunder : for the nations of the east 
allowed the Romans to remain no longer in re- 
pose than they made them presencs, or paid tliem < 
an annual tribute, which was the way of keep " 
iiig' them quiet used by the emperors of that age*^ 
who, in til is respect, says Niceta^, were weaEei^ 
than women, who handle nothing but the spindle 
and distaif* 

^Although the Germans were masters of Kogi 
^P they would not go into the city, but werd^ 
f*ontent to lodge in the suburbs, and thei^e take 
the provisions which they wanted* The Turks, 
apprehending that the emperor intended to con- 
quer their country » endeavoured to gain his af- 
fection by false offers of service i but after hf i 
had received some of their children in hostage#| 
he left iloeir frontiers with guides, and continued 
his miirch into Armenia, vvhere he was received 
With great honours. In a few days lie proceed 
ed to Antjoch, and soon after was unfortunately^ 
drowned In passing a river. 

Alexis, who pretended to be the son of the i 
emperor Manuel, disguised his imposture witti^ 
«o much art, that he imitated the true Alexi-ii 
t^^n to the colour of his h^thi and hesitation in 
speech. He made his first appearance in the 



^B|le, d is covered himself to a ^oman^ with 
^Kom he lodged, telUng him tliat his fatbsr hat! 
aitlered him to be thrown into \i\^ ^ia^^\ii;53w^*ax 
iie w^s saved by the compas'^iou q£ ^^^ ^^"^"^^Lm 
^o ners charged j^ith thut ci:uA tiv^'^^'^ 



ie!i along the Meander : tlicn going to Ar- 

Ro 



Ff3 ^'^"-^ 



some marks of resemblance 
his face, made him presents, ai 
One day, boasting of his hi 
of the Roman ambassador, ti 
latter if he was sure that this 
miers son? The ambassado 
certain that the son of Manuel 
and that it was in vain for i 
▼ent a story which would m( 
TTie false Alexis was highl 
answer ; and all the assistan< 
the sultan 'A'as only letters w 
to iniist soldiers ; by this mc 
party Almuras Arsan, and 
accustomed to rapine. In i 
thered eight thousand men, \ 
or composition, he reduced n 
Meander. 

Several generals, and lastl 
ror's brt^ihi^r. were sent air.i 
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to PIssc, and drank more than usual, be m*aj 
iimn by a priest with bis ovm sword- When hit 
head was brought to the sebastocrator Alexisf 
he pushed back the long hair with his horsf- 
whip» and said* that it was not without reason 
that so many had been disposed to follow him- 

Kihj Arslan died in his capital in the year 
1192. 

This prince was grandson to the first of tliat 
name ; and distinguished bimsclf not only by 
the wars which he carried on against bis neigh* 
bour& the Greeks, but also by his wisdom, jus- 
tice, and skill in goverjiing his people* He left 
i^s son, Gayathoddin Kay Khasraw^ for his suc« 
■Bisot- 

HlAJexIs Comnenust who succeeded Isaac in tht 
empire, had scarcely been three months on tht 
throne, betore news anived of another pretender^ 
a Cilicianj who bad taken the name of Alexfsj 
and was well received by tlie sultan of Ancyr; 
'With a design to embarras the emperor, an 
oblige him to buy his friendshipi iEnopolItus, 
the eunuch, who was sent against him, beini 
nblc to do nothing, he weut in person, diinl:iD| 
to make an alliance with tli^ Turks ; l>ut the^ 
t^used to conclude a peace with him, unless he 
paid them down inve hundred pounds of coined 
silver, and three hundred every year, besides 
four hundred silk vests- Alexis having vtestroy- 
cd some forts, returned to Constantinople, after 
two months employed in this expedition, leaving 
the pretender to encrease in power j and doubt- 
less he v.ould have done a great dealoC toja^ 
chjeii if his throat had noibefcu ^^.mx'vo.^^'^^^'^^ 

Uowcveit the sultm o£ Kucithl cmxv^^^^^ 



and hesieffed Dwdibris witl 

e end of mnr months^ troDpwi 

young chiefsi Iheodore Ui-a 

!^t^k:ilmi, and Theodore Ka 

§ laying an ambuscade, ati 

veAkt put them to flight, 1 

»er, and anfiong the prisone 

;eneTalst whom they draggt 

m i tied behind their backs^ a$ 

1^^ ^t,z^.^A "^rijg inhabitantSf ( 

th lid Demg in grtat want 

de»v?»t'u up tlie city, on condit 

the liberty to retire with their fs 

fects, WKen the war had last* 

o^halft the cmi>eror made peace v 

and was not a&hamed to agree tod 

lie had refused before the place wi 

Theodore Man^afes, aftor his i 

delphia, and peace made with th 

avoid the attempts of Basilius Vat 

of Thrace, fled to Kay Khosraw, 

ni, and intreated him to supply h 

to make war upon the Romans. 

stead of granting his request, only 

to assemble some Turks who live 

Having colleAed a multitude of 

vaded the empire, doing incrcdil 

PJirygia, especially about Yaodic 

and m Karia ; after which exph 

with abundance of prisoners anc 

emperor fearing that Mangafes m 

vice corrupt that young prince, 

lately succeeded \\\s ^"ajJwtx ¥a\.v 

ambassadoT%,vjVo,>o^ ^t^^^^x.^^^ 

to deliver up tVvvvx- x^Vxx'^^^, ^^ ^ 

.hould xiot recexve ^^^ ^^^ 
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This a^jon of the sultan so displeased Im bro- 
Ihers, who had divided with him their tather's 
dotninioiis, that they would hav<; made war ypou 
Iiim, if he had not appeji^ed them^ by aJlegmg, 
that Uq had not betmyed him, but only s^t him 
back for Uie good of the state ; that ht* v.as a 
tkanifihed man whom he had settled a gam in liii I 
tiwn country, that he might no longer ptrsecutt I 
dthers, or be peisecutetl himself* 

Towards tlie end of the tJiird year of his reigflf 1 
Alexis, upon a very frivolous occasion, broke 
tli<2 treaty which had beea made wiih Kay Khos* 
roe«, sultan of Iconium, Hm prince stopped 
two horses W'hich had heea sent the anperur by 
the sultan of Alexandria; and one of them h^v* 
ing broken a leg in mnniogj he sent to apolo- 
gize for both those accideiitSt and promi^ied to 
make satlsf^idiom 

Alexis, instead of being pacified with this ci- 
vil excuse, flew into a rage, and threatened ven- 
geance ; but at last took reveijge upon himself, 
67 ordering the merchants from Kognij Romans 
as well as Turks » to be sei'/:ed5 together with j 
l^gr efie^s, which were s^oon squandered away* 
^fcatykhosraw having made peace with Alexis, 
|Kaired to bis courts dressed iu a robe adorned 
with gold point, just as his fadier had done be- 
CoTGf to that of the emperor Manuel j during tl»e 
disputes which he had with his brothers, a her the J 
death of their father Massud j but as Manuel 
SLSsisted Kllij Arslan witli forces beyond his 
hopcH Kay khosraw received notliingfrtim A1*?ais 
b Ut CO m mon c i v ili ti es. H e had since r<t L\jLv^.^d V"^ 
Kogn'h M'Jjen he was pur^\ieA\iY ^liC^'Ci^^^vo^^^'J*^^ 
fhrced to Hy into Armenia, '^\i!&:^\v^ ^-^^^^^^^^ 
msived by i,eon, although iotme^xVi N>R^ 



been It war with him. I'hat prine^ 
afforded him no assisimiKe mgatnst h 
with whom he saui be was alHed, t 
foficsaw that the war would be »ei 
Upon thii Kayldiosraw rettimed to tli 
In hoft^ of being re^tot^d by his 
this fieeond hope being rs vain a^ d 
continued at Conitantinople in a prit 
tto«- ThU revolution happened , act 
die coiTTputiiticin of the Greeks, in the 

Rocnoddin Soliman having deprifi 
ther Kaykhosraw of h'rs shaiie in the 
the same manner as he had expelled 
brothers, the whole became again txa 
one prinee* 

Not lon^ alter this event* the em 
Con&tantine Frankopolis, with six g; 
tho I^uxine Sea, under presence of j 
the wreck of a ship which had been 
near Kerasonts, in returning from th 
sis: but in reality to rob the mere! 
landed their goods at Amintus« F 
following ezaSly the orders which 1 
ceived, spared no vessel whatever ; ] 
those which carried coiiiniodities to 
nople, as well as those which had retu 
the price of such as they had sold in 
They slew some of the rtietchants, j 
them into the sea ; the rest they pil 
shameful manner. These presented t 
before the emperor's palace, and ei 
great church, with tapers in their han 
mand justice ', \iw\ \\^^vc ^^^^s VvaLvin! 
ready soVd, atvd \!tv^ moT«:^ <l^^^^^ 
could obt^:\tv Tvo xedx^^'?^. . 
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Rocnckddtn, whot by hb ^mbass^dors^ demanded 

iiQU of what had been uken fram theni^ 

[he same lime proposed a treaty^ of peace, 

1 hi. emperor bid ;U1 the blame on Fry tikopi ills : 

f howf?xer\ the ankles of peace at leagth taking 

n had iiftv minvc of silver to sa- 

^ subjects, besides the pronvi&e of 

Ln ycjiirijf tribute. Some duys after, Alexk was 

IcoRvkted of an attempt against the sultan's hfc. 

I for he had sent a very pobte letter to tliat princt 

I bv a Kassi.m, whom he had bribed to assassii\at<* 

limn ; but the bravo being arresicd, the plot was 

fdtscovered, and the peace broken iis &oon ns 

llltiidet whkh rupture occasioned the ruin of 

[■an)' cities of Anatolia. 

At the sam*^ tinie MichaeU the natural son of 

the scbastr>crkii>r, a frovi*ard nnd passion* 

ytJUtig man, having been ^eivt to ctUtct tbi* 

«^ d lie from the pro vi nee of M y las sa , re vol ' e d j 

Ittt being defeated, fled to Rocnoddin, vho tc- 

' him very tlvilly, and 5«ppl:'Xl hini vi^ith 

, with which he plundered the cities about 

feaiiderj and committed horrible cniehlps* 

Ore-*t dtFputes were excited betv^^et^n Roc- 

>iidin and his b re ♦her Kay Khosraw, but at 

\gth pe^Kc was concluded betwctn ibem ; and 

; nod din, after he had reigned twenty -four 

rs, diedt and wa^ succeeded by his son Kilij 

'\n III: but as soou as his uncle . p. 



■John 



|lc:i«^i 



iyed '. 



sraw heard that his brother was 



1205, 



!t he left the casile, where he resided, 
;ur ■Constantmople, and, posting to Kofiiyah, 
;t^cd the young king i took pos:^ession of the 
ity » stripped him of the rest of hia dottiituQti^ \ 
1 J asctndcd the throne b\m%AS i^\ ^'fe ytt^^ 



We* 



% 
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fkxia after this, Khosraw laid si 
etty of Attalia* tmagtiaing that ii i 
coiHikt<m ct dclesidirLg Usielf : m thi 
Jic iik*^s loktiifeen, anj obliged to rat 
bad been ^:k daj^ bet ore iht place. 

KhosnWf aiter the death of Soltr 
under his ^lutbnntj the wh<de coiui 
mxLm* Harmg becooie a powier^ 
be took up arms ag^Liiust the Qret 
i4ucam ; not the satne wbo had i 
diadem oo hit head. The two pr 
battle ; and Kho^raw, vrho^e areti 
t7;i<irdiiiaTy, ni^ied towards Lascai 
him ^^rth a btow 04' hh tnace, and ■ 
to t!ie ground* 'Hie Greirk, m faltii 
twmd ! the Turk, d^uting on him M 
oils lookt order^ his people to c^t 
tlie field 1 bi;it* as he tmtsed his bac 
who had recovered frofn the shock, 
Khosraw's horse. The animul reai 
In tliat instant LascarJs thnist hi> 
the sultan's body, cut off his head, 
on the point of a lance. The Turks 
this specracle, Hed, and abandoned 
to the enemy. His sons, Kayk^ws 
bad success! veK* tiiled the throne. 
_• -p. Of Kaykaws very little is 
V^lM except that, after havin^j reig 
" " year, he died of a consunip 
lungs. Kjiibobad reigned seventeen 
ye.irs, and has left behind him the c 
a prudent and siigiicious prince, 
rery strict eye over his nobles and > 
He WHS seT\o\\% \w V\s '«X'cvv!^Xx ;!o.\ 
great <\TT\\r.css oi xuvtv^. V^>i wVxxs 



^Hqfiired mare repuiatlon tb^n ^11 the silicons of 
^K i;ice, and p^iised for one of d^e greate!^ 
^Ktnces of his time* He generally gamed some 
^^■vanta^es in nil tbc wurs in which he was e^u 
^K^ed ; bm wiis, at last, ohliged to acknowledge 
^K Moguls for his masters. He died suddenly, 
^H a 5ji*e;it feast %v]iidi he made fr>r his nobles 
^Htl dependents jii^t as he w^% boasting oi' the 
^Bent of his dammlons and the greatness of hlft 

^■It vrA% under this sultaB that both Orto^ml 
^Hd Othmaii^ his sDnj founder of the present 
Hptntaanrace and empire, served with their foU 
^■r^'cTs* and laid the foundation of tlielr futurti 

^piVhulin being dead, the princes toot a jy 
^Ke oath fif fidelity to hi^ son, GayatliQ- i^Lp' 

IK at Khosraw. In a very short time ^ ' 
Btf the Mop:uls advanced, ^^'ith a design to 
iide the Rumean territories ; hnt, on Gayo- 
d i n sen d i ng forces i nto A rtHieEi a, they th on ght 
►per'io delist. 
?Vt til is time a Turkm.in prophet, called Baba, 
'?tjred at Aisasia, who drew after him mid- 
titiides of people by the strange tricks whith lie 
|d performed, in order to deceive thein* He 
ft Ua;ik, a disciple, in a doctor's gown, through 
countr} , to make proselytes, who succeeded 
re! I J that he collecteti an army of seven ihou* 
id horse and foot. U'h us strengthened, they 
i'an to prop a gate their doctrines by force^ 
iking w,ir tipon all who would not say, *' there 
is no Gijd but God Eaba, the iipo^tle trf God/' 
They ■ilrw a ^reat nmnVvex oi \\\e ^^VJ^^v^^^^^ 
fipih'Mftkmimt^diinj, and OtTisUvvix^t^^^^^^^"^^^ — 
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troops which opposed them in thetr way 

AmaSTE* 

Gayatbodtn sent an anny against theni, i 
which was a body of Fr^uks ; but the Musfl(| 
nven giving vr\Y througJi fear, the Franks plac* 
ihemseives in the front of the batde* and* md 
ing a vigorous attack, put the rebels to High 
and killed every man* The two doctors. Bail 
and Isaak, were taken alive, and pat to deaiJa* 

Gayathodin marched towards the Mogd 
with a great nnniber of mei^ and military stoiv 
The two armies met, but, on tlae first atr3c!cj| 
fultiU'S forces turned their backs and fled. 11 
Biiltan» astonished at the eveut, likewise fled t 
C^sarea* carrying with him his vrives and dS 
dren, ^ 

The Moguls, no less surpri*ed at the flight c 
the enemy, kept themselves quiet all that daj 
suspecting it was only an kirtiiice to draw th^ 
into ambuscades ; but, as soon as they were in 
formed of the truth of the matter, they pur 
sued them to Csesarea, where the citizens oppot 
cd them for a short time ; but at length tbt 
Moguls, taking the place by etorm, pat tb< 
principal inhabitants to the sword, torturii^ 
them, in order to discover their riches. 

After this exploit, they returned, carrvinf 
with them their women and children, without 
entering farther into the sultan's dominions 
and the sultan, finding himself in no conditioi 
to oppose the enemy, sent ambassadors to dc 
sire peace, which was granted him, on condida 
that he; s\\o\A'i ^xvtv\x'aJLl^ ijay a large tribute ii 
money , vesX-s \vois^s, •a.-tv^ csOfi^fcx ^xw.^ ^^^ ^'doe. 

but, as tVieY v;ex^ ox.xXv^^^v^^^\^^-^^-^ 
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arrived of his d^ath, upon which they retired 
frum befare the city in autumii, whtn uwrc fell 

Tcry heavy niins, 

Thi^ pi nice indulged himself tn wbe, wm 

and loquiicious* He led a life very unbe* 

Asng his digniiyt K^ving way to pfrniciout 

Br»Mits« Ht! married tho dayghier of the king 

the Georgians., whom, hc*wever, he loved 10 

h a degree I that he had her image stamped 

•>n his CiMiK 7 'he reverse nf sonic wtis n Imtij 

I the sun over its ht';id. The astrologers told 

fhsit in €dm be had the figures eiigravfd 

'lieh reuTt»sented his horoscope, he should sue. 

ed in ull hh Jeii^^^ns* 

JHe left tlirec ^ons, A7,'/.odm, Rocnoddm, nni 
Iftdin- He dec U red tht? eldest hi» su€ces£»or* 
^pointing for his tutor and atiibeckj Kortayt ti 
mon of great imegrity and rl^id chanity- 
)AEf.nd (11 hu%' 
-•s appinrumcut 
Ics toak the oach oF fidelity; 
prayed for m the pulpits* In the neit year 
obassador^ c^me frcrni the great khan at Oktay, 
^uirttig the suhan to come and pay him hum* 
*l but he cxcusiod himself, allegingt that n% 
' , the Greek und Arme\uan king! were hi* 
lies, they would seize the dominion* in his 
Elce. He therefore loaded the amhM^&adori 
present*, and sent them away* 
me years atier, several other am bass a don 
„_ in snccesjjion to Sultan A//-odiu, requiring 
to go and pay homage to Mangukhim. He 
ccordingly Jict out j but ht^nng at Si was that 
F omcm or chiefs wen* vwcVm^^i Vvi ^^c^ ^vssl- 
ddin on hla thrunet \\^ T\itMT\M£^ \\x ^w.x^ 'v^ 



t iiitegnty ana ngm cnamty. 
ving Buccct^dcd, by his fa- a *y 
II cut, the gj eat o'ftk ers aud lOj*' 
e oach oF fidelity, and he 
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With l«tCTS» setting iDrth, tli;it he h^id ^^rtt\ 
brotlier, who w^s nt> less king Uian b*msrlf,t 
tlial he cotild not come> bec^^use hb atabi 
Kort;eiy VfA^ dead, and liu enemiest to tJ\e w 
vrexe ut Wiir whh him j hoT^ever, that when 
was dehvered from the fc;ars ot the in, hse woi 
wuit on the kbaji in persoiu AUoddin ^coff 
ingly set out, but dird on the way, bi5ft*te 
reaciied the pla.ce where the klian wsa < 
i: aniped* 

A^^aiinj concelvinEt that he shotiM nercr 
safe while his brotber Ro en odd in lived, resoii 
to put him to death. This design being dk> 
ViTedt the omera contrived his escape : d 
drE!:£s«^ 111 m in the ^pjmrel oJt* a cook's Ikij, ai 
putthig a bowl, witli meat in it, on hh lia 
sent him out of the palace and castle, along «< 
rcrtain bf>ys, who earned \'ictn;iLs to ^ neJj 
bouring house ; then setting him on horsehai 
ilioy conducted him to Kaysariyah, vhere 
!;rcat number of omeras repairing to him, th 
got together an army, and marched towai 
Kcntyan against Azzodin ; but the sulu 
marcJiing out witli what troops he had abc 
him, put them to flight ; and Rocnoddin, beii 
talon prisoner, was confined in the castle 
Drwalu. 

in tlie following year, Bayeju Nowayn « 
a nicsbengcr to Sultan Azzodin, requiring soi 
place to winter in Avith his troops : but the suit; 
instead of complying widi his request, pretend 
that lie had deserted from his prince ; and, c 
locting ioYce^, ^WN^ V\\\w battle. However, A 

out ot pY\W> 7V\\^ \vX\vVvKv\\X^v^^>^^v;^^\x« 

the Raiiiean dom\mo\\%- 



er TVE swx.|vciAv$. 




^^mRn 



1 Axxodnma 
lysariTsh to tke btvites ( 
[ jLochooiIb 10 i ifitiwiiaiiT nton AJJei^ tot 

I 'Xsdt WTKsi at fficv aesr tiK , 
two brodiers, fsikmg &mt ksitc* 
' r }ar to dier own 1 ' 
In the ragsftcf ikesr tvo «ltiav dbe 

dmtiosii of tlic TntlkS; it bci^XB to be i 

with gns^i^ ^ifj tluux r^ET ; not lO J 
Bfl|iD&« wniui jra^m 
SIS vfc^cssiC j^ wnidi olra£ra cbcn 
tfaeir ovn Jdiroce ; fcr, as tHr dt«i^ 

^ EOTCfoon to vasrdi fse buvileis < 
aazi ddDxnkms to dedzie r^ifpiwii^h 
adentt so. on tke biraace of die Mf^o]s« 
I'kSf to JiTOid ™^"s idiieu wc^rwjernf tn j 
SKler Jigb ei g c ammisidpr s \ 
better to leeaic tbemselipes 
>ie esennesv and ^wi ceir i 
I place of tfaoie €bfff h^ abafidotted, fdl, ultl 
t tlieir force a^i aD<e« on cT«rf sife ol' tKt Ro 
t]errTtoriec is A^ia, whkh tlieQ irk*£V in I 
deiesiceless stati? ^ auud« ia tbe compsis^ t 
' Tears, sabdmad the ^ole. 
^ As tbe mlrmsliip at* IcooiwOL ^cis C^s^tto^ 
the nTccif of the Coci3taa»!W0i^(^3!fi«B^^ 
/wne, an J ciie impotence cC tbfe 
i^iaird a* dter were by imenot tc^^?>5^ ^*^^ 
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ford succour to tlicir subjects of Asia MifiOf 
likewise the ruin of this latter kingdom W4 
fee ted by the incessant contests between relsil 
fathers, children J uncles, cousins, each asp 
to tiie sovereignty ; hence it beciime a.n easf 
to a foreTgu^nemy- We have already obse 
that the Turkish dynasty of Ottomaiis b 
under Kaikabad. Dnring the rei^n of bt 
KhosT^w II, appeared the Mogul Tartarsj 
shortly after acquired uTitHcient ;iuth£>rity to 
mom the I con turn sukans to tlieir court, am 
pose commands on tlietn which they duns 
dUobey* UTiese unl^appy princes engage* 
Greek emperors to espouse their cause ; but 
assistance was inter ested, and served ratb 
weaken than support their measures, 
wretched country was alternately torn to f 
hv Greets, 'I urks, adventurers nf tverr n:i 
and the princes .of the Seljukian dynasty, 
continued to give the title to the kingdom. 
who enjoyed so little power, thiit intcnee: 
were frequent, one of which lasted for r.in; 
years, lu process oi' tlnie, the iiiiairs ci :h«. 
JLikian princes became so desperate, that 
only held their territory as tril)Utj.ries to the 
* gul klrans. Among the commanders whu i 
ed difrerent armies of the lurks, and inv 
ti.i' < iTipiie in dilFerent parts at the same 
OJiman was one, who, from a small boi^n 
in a few yeais, laid the foundation of a ni: 
cmpirj, which rose out of the Seljukian dy:i 
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